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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
23 October 2019      
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE 
 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Good morning, everyone.  We have with us Xander Schauffele 
from the United States.  Second on the FedExCup points standing last season with two wins 
in China and Hawaii.   
 
Xander, welcome to the inaugural ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP.  Can you just open with some 
comments about being here in Japan for the PGA TOUR's first official event here?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, it's very exciting to be here for the first ZOZO 
CHAMPIONSHIP.  I think it's going to be an awesome week.  I played nine holes, it was 
pretty difficult, much harder than I thought it would be, which is awesome.  I have a lot of 
family here, so it's kind of a win-win for me coming over here and playing.  I love Japan and I 
love being over here. 
 
Q.  I gather you played the back nine in practice yesterday, or previous day.  Just give 
us your impressions of the Narashino Golf Course here? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, the greens are slopier than I anticipated.  I didn't really 
realize -- I didn't practice putting before, so I kind of hit balls and went straight on the course 
and the greens have a pretty good slope to them.  I see coming downhill -- I'm not going to 
lie, I putted it off like three or four greens in the practice round, which was a little shocking.  
So that was a nice awakening back to my -- to the start of my season. 
 
Yeah, the course is tipped out for us, which is awesome.  I don't know the wind direction out 
here, but most of the holes were playing -- all the long holes, all the long par 4s were playing 
straight into the fans.  So it wasn't really fun hitting my driver 275, but I just kind of made it 
work hitting woods into par 4s.  It was a nice awakening to my season and a nice 
introduction to the golf course. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Talking about new seasons, Xander, you had probably your best 
career season on the PGA TOUR last season.  Are you sort of a person who set new goals 
for 2019-2020 season?  This is your first tournament of the season. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah.  I haven't quite sat down with the team to sort of reassess 
what's to be done.  I think I didn't hit some of my goals last year.  It was definitely a year to 
build off of, but sort of spent the time improving small things I need to in the month that I had 
off, more on my body than anything else.  Just trying to get back to a good place mentally.   
 
Starting the new season, I'm sure we'll sit down in December or something after the 
Presidents Cup to reassess.  I don't really do the season, I kind of go year by year.  I don't 
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really do the overlapping deal.  That's why it probably feels like I haven't won anything in 
forever.  Yeah, looking forward to just sitting down with the team and sort of reassessing in 
December. 
 
Q.  Xander, considering your connectivity to this country, how much were you looking 
forward to this tournament? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  A lot.  I think it's -- my grandparents have been able to support 
me.  My mom's side of the family, they've been able to support me from afar, so for them to 
be able to watch me play, they've done it once before maybe, at the Dunlop at Miyazaki, but 
they were only out for a day or so since it's a bit far away from Tokyo.  It's awesome that 
we're close, just a short train station ride away for them to come watch me from the city.  It's 
just really cool.  I haven't been able to play in front of my mom's family at all.  It's kind of 
special for me and my family. 
 
Q.  Could you just explain a bit about your family background, because you've got 
quite cosmopolitan roots, shall I say, European, Asian heritage.  Just explain exactly 
your connections and what goes on in your family, because I'm not quite clear myself.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, me neither.  We'll try and figure that part out, but from 
what I do know is dad's half French, half German, born in Stuttgart.  My brother was born in 
Stuttgart.  My mom was born in Chinese Taipei1, grew up in Japan from the age of 2.  We 
have family in both Chinese Taipei2 and Japan.  I've been to both countries several times.  
Japan's probably my 10th time in Japan, maybe 12th roughly.  Yeah, filling up those 
passport pages in my U.S. passport.  I would say culturally I was raised more on the 
Japanese side.   
 
I was in the city yesterday.  My caddie and my agent have never been here and yesterday 
was the perfect day to sort of, due to the weather, to take them into the city and sort of show 
them the Japan that I know, which was pretty special.   
 
Yeah, I'm just a mix of all kind of things.  Like I said, I grew up kind of raised on the 
Japanese side.  Being out here and communicating with Japanese folks kind of reminds me 
of my mom's tendencies, which is funny.  I only know a few bad words in Japanese and I 
can sometimes order in Japanese, but nothing too crazy. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, caddie, agent, pretty much everyone.  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Xander, just tell us how large a contingent of family will be 
coming out this week, and I've heard special T-shirts and special caps? 

 
1 Edited from Taiwan to Chinese Taipei, per PGA TOUR 
2 Edited from Taiwan to Chinese Taipei, per PGA TOUR 
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XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah.  I've maxed out tickets and I don't even know what that 
means.  My dad and agent handle that side of it so I don't have to worry about it, but I'm still 
asking for tickets from everyone else, from other players I should say, if they have any extra.  
I mean, I can bring as much family as I can and I'm assuming, I don't know, 30 to 40 maybe.  
I don't know, 20, 30, something like -- I don't know, who knows.  I have a bunch of cousins, 
uncles, you name it.  When I come over here for dinners, it's a massive deal.  It will be really 
cool and just excited to see everybody. 
 
Q.  Xander, you said you're going to meet with your team in December to talk about 
the next year.  Looking ahead to that, what would be a satisfying 2020 for you? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Personally, just raw emotion, I think if I just would be in 
contention more, that would be awesome.  I don't even think I've held a 54-hole lead.  So the 
way I look at it and the way my team looks at it, I haven't really done a whole lot.  It's a little 
bit harsh, but it's just sort of how I'm judged at certain times by either my dad or people on 
my team that give me advice, and it's true at times.   
 
Look at all these other players.  JT's already won 11 or 12 times.  He's a bit of an exception, 
too.  He's an incredible player.  There's a bunch of other guys, though, who have had 
54-hole leads who have closed them and I've -- my wins are more come from behind.  That's 
sort of where I'm comfortable.   
 
So I think in order for me to become more of an elite player and more of an established 
name or player from a field standpoint and even just on paper, I think it would be important 
for me to sort of play to what I know I can do at certain times versus trying to be the 
come-from-behind kid.  I don't mind coming from behind, it's plenty easy and more 
comfortable than trying to sleep on what I would imagine to be a 54-hole lead.  I think that's 
sort of like a small goal of mine personally.   
 
Obviously 2020 season, I've been knocking on the door on a few majors, that would be 
massive.  I didn't even knock on the door at THE PLAYERS, it doesn't even count, Webb 
won by 12.  But there's certain courses that are big in our game that I've played well at, 
which is really cool for me at this young age.  So I know I can -- if I'm in a good mental spot 
and my game's in a good spot, I should be able to go out and sort of showcase what I can 
do.  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Just curious about the Presidents Cup, your first time going to 
play for the U.S. in Royal Melbourne late in December.  What does it mean for you to be on 
that team and what are you looking forward to being in that environment with Captain Tiger? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, like I've said before, I've never been on any team in my 
whole life, so I'm anxious, nervous, excited.  Don't really know what to expect.  I think all the 
guys on the team get along, which is a blessing.  Tiger, he's a pretty cool guy.  I have no 
idea in terms of what the picks are going to do and whatnot, but I don't think that really 
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matters because I think we'll show up with a team that's ready to play and compete.  I've 
always wanted to go to Australia as well, so it's sort of a win-win again for me.  Just living a 
good life, I guess.  
 
Q.  Is one of your goals for next year to get back here for the Olympics? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Absolutely.  I've already sort of -- all this talk about me playing for 
a different country, but I've declared to play for the U.S. obviously with the Presidents Cup, 
probably the hardest team to qualify for.  So back's against the wall and just, it's time, I think 
I'll use 2020 to kind of let my clubs talk and see if we can get back over here for the 
Olympics. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Xander, thanks so much for your time here and all the best this 
week. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Thank you. 
  


