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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
22 October 2019      
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA 
 
 
NICK PARKER:  We would like to welcome Collin Morikawa to the media center here at the 
ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP.   
 
Collin, you have a little bit of Japanese heritage.  What's it like to be here, first start at 
ZOZO?  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  It's amazing.  First off, when we got here, there's a bunch of fans.  
It's a Tuesday today and it's raining.  I've never seen this many people out here to support 
golf and that's the best thing.  We have people who want to watch and root you on.  So I'm 
excited to be here.  It's my second time in Japan.  Obviously being half Japanese, it's going 
to be really special playing up here.  Yeah, I'm really excited for the week. 
 
NICK PARKER:  (No microphone.) 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yes, my dad's side is half Japanese.  We don't really have much 
family, if any family that I know of.  We've kind of been in the U.S. for a while, but when we 
took a trip, I took a trip to Tokyo, Kyoto.  We took a trip New Years 2015-2016.  That was 
probably the best trip I could ask for.  The food here's amazing. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, it just happens and you just kind of get out of tempo.  For me, 
it's all tempo.  Like it comes out of ball-striking, I get off the tee and it kind of translates into 
the rest of my game.  I just had some iron shots and some wedge shots that were 
uncharacteristic, but the past couple days, I played yesterday, worked on the range right 
before this and it's just literally getting my tempo just to smooth out a little bit.  It's 
remembering what got me here, my tempo, my ball-striking.  That's what I'm going to keep 
focusing on, but I've still got to work on parts of my game.   
 
But it's just a little thing.  It happens, it's golf.  It's a brand new week, new course, new sight 
lines, new shots I'm going to have to shape and hit, so I feel fine.  But yeah, consistency's 
the most important thing.  That's what I want to do once I get out here is be able to contend 
every single week, not just have a week that you're going to play amazing and then take the 
rest off.  I put myself in that position, I just didn't have a good final round.  It happens, I'll 
learn from it. 
 
Q.  So is it your grandfather, grandmother who's Japanese? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Well, on my dad -- I'm half Japanese and my dad's Japanese, so my 
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dad's full Japanese.  My grandma and my grandfather on my dad's side is Japanese.  I think 
it was my great grandfather and great grandmother who moved from Japan over here quite 
a while ago.  
 
NICK PARKER:  You got to play the course yesterday.  How did you find it?  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  It's very different than what I've seen before, especially on the PGA 
TOUR this last summer.  It's a lot more narrow, the fairways are a lot smaller as compared 
to last week.  What freaked me out was the double greens.  I was a little surprised, I thought 
I was hitting one green but turns out the hole was on another one.  But I loved it.  The 
greens are amazing.  Obviously with the rain it's going to be pretty soft.  (Inaudible) small 
greens and getting off the tee in the fairway. 
 
Q.  The previous season you playing in U.S. Open, right, and in this time you 
(inaudible) with Gary Woodland, who is the U.S. Open winner.  How thinking about 
play with Gary? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Gary's awesome.  I mean, I've gotten to know him off the course, 
and last week's winner, Justin Thomas are two guys I've kind of looked up to and I'm able to 
reach out and talk to them and ask them anything, whether it be golf-wise or anything off the 
course.  So being able to play with them, you know, playing with him finally in a tournament 
is awesome.  I've had some good pairings with Gary.  He's got a really good head on his 
shoulders, he really knows what he's doing.  To have someone like that especially when I 
turn pro, to have someone as high caliber as him and Justin Thomas that I can reach out to, 
I've been really fortunate for that because without them, who knows how this summer would 
have went.  It's not like they told me how to hit a golf shot or told me how to put the ball in 
the hole, it's just they offered some words that kind of stuck with me and I was able to use 
that just for the summer and this year, too. 
 
Q.  (Question about Matthew Wolff.)  What do you think about him and is that 
something that is motivating? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, Matt's an awesome guy.  He's a really close friend of mine.  I 
grew up kind of 30 minutes from him and he's a few years younger than me, but I've been 
able to see him grow up.  I hadn't seen him play for a while just because I was in college and 
he was still a junior, but to be able to turn pro and have the summer we did, you know, 
there's nothing to complain about.  We're in the position we want to be.  We're pushing 
ourselves to be better.   
 
The day of the 3M, the final round we were on the last hole walking down the fairway, we 
told each other that this is exactly what we want to do.  We wanted it, it's not going to be the 
last time this is going to be happen, the two of us are going to be walking down the final 
fairway with the lead.   
 
It's awesome to see him and Viktor and other young guys play well because it just helps kind 
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of push every one of us.  That's not the one motivating factor that's going to make you play 
good golf, but it is cool to see that because you do want to see this next generation kind of 
play well and hopefully take the PGA TOUR by storm. 
 
Q.  Do you speak Japanese or do you have any Japanese (inaudible) that you like? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Unfortunately, not.  I never learned Japanese.  My family always 
spoke English.  I'm telling you, knowing this tournament's going to be back here for who 
knows how many years and hopefully for the rest of the time I'm playing golf, I really hope to 
learn something because it would be awesome just to kind of connect with people.  The fans 
out here, like I said, are amazing.  They love golf no matter who you are out here.  They 
always have a smile on their face.  It's impressive.  So nothing yet.  Next year we'll learn 
something. 
 
Q.  You mentioned that the course is a little short this week.  Are there holes that you 
won't be using driver and what do you think the winning score will be and are there 
any key holes? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I only played seven holes yesterday, so I got a little sense of the 
course, but I mean, holes one, two, that I can remember off the top of my head, you don't 
have to hit driver at all.  It's really important to hit the fairways.  I mean, even though the 
rough isn't super long, it's still penalizing into small greens because you want to have full 
control when you're going into greens that are 22 yards long and 13, 15 yards wide.  So 
have to hit a lot of fairways this week.   
 
Winning score, I really don't know.  It's all depending on the weather.  Thursday we might 
get low scores if the weather's good, and Friday, if it's blowing 30 miles per hour, hitting into 
small greens is going to be really tough.  I'm not really sure how we're going to play off the 
double greens, but it will be interesting to see.  If it does get windy, if it gets rainy, the course 
will play fairly tough, I think. 
 
NICK PARKER:  What do you think of the two greens out there and have you ever played 
anything like that before?  How do you approach that?  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I've never seen that.  It still freaks me out because I see the hole 
one way and the green might be somewhere else.  So the tee shot like on two, it was really 
weird because I thought the hole was straightaway.  If we do play two greens, it's going to 
be interesting how guys play, but I think it will be really fun.  It's something different, 
something you don't see every day, especially in the United States.  I don't know a place that 
has two greens unless you're playing soccer golf. 
  


