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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
22 October 2019      
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA 
 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  I would like to welcome Hideki Matsuyama to the ZOZO 
CHAMPIONSHIP.   
 
Hideki, welcome to back home, being the first official PGA TOUR event in Japan.  Can you 
tell us about the excitement of playing at home this week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  This is the first time I'm playing in a PGA TOUR event in Japan.  I 
feel very excited.  (Inaudible) top players, so I'm very excited to play. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  You played in the MGM Resorts The Challenge:  Japan Skins 
yesterday.  Tell us about the golf course.  What are the key challenges that you guys will 
face out there this week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It's 7,000 yards, so (inaudible) it's short but there are a few long 
holes and some long shots will be important this week as well.  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Hideki, the fourth hole this week will be playing with two different 
greens, which you played yesterday at The Challenge:  Japan Skins.  Tell us, what are the 
key strategy differences that you guys face when you play the green A as opposed to green 
B during the tournament this week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  The tee shot will be the key, hitting the fairway.  If you don't hit the 
fairway, it will be a long hole.  And since we're playing two greens, using two greens, 
(inaudible.)  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Some questions for Hideki? 
 
Q.  I want to ask about the December upcoming Presidents Cup.  So there's a lot of 
motivated players for the Presidents Cup this year.  I was wondering how (inaudible). 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  The American team will be a very strong team to beat, so I think the 
International Team will need to work together and (inaudible) I contribute. 
 
Q.  (Question about Ernie Els as captain for the Presidents Cup.)   
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  As I played with Ernie in 2013 as teammates and he's been really 
nice to me.  To be on his team, picked as a player on his team, I'll do my best. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Hideki, you finished in Korea last week with a closing 65.  Are 
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you happy with the way your form is coming into such an important tournament this week?  
And being a home event here, do you prepare the same way for every tournament or are 
you putting in special emphasis for this week? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  The last week (inaudible) final round.  I didn't play too well 
yesterday, but I'll work hard to prepare for the rest of the week for the tournament. 
 
(Questions and answers in Japanese.)  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Hideki, thank you very much for coming in and good luck this 
week. 
  


