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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
22 October 2019      
 
RYO ISHIKAWA 
 
 
Q.  So this will be the first co-sanctioned event with the JGTO.  Your thoughts about 
this week? 
 
RYO ISHIKAWA:  I'm really thankful to everyone involved in this tournament, including the 
PGA TOUR and ZOZO especially, and this will be a very historic event.  Everyone is looking 
forward to it. 
 
Q.  Have you played Narashino Country Club before? 
 
RYO ISHIKAWA:  I actually have not, this will be the first time.  I wanted to play the course 
today but couldn't because of the weather.  I've heard that 18 holes is made up with a mix of 
36 holes.  It will be a special setup and it will be a special thing to be able to play this special 
setup.  
 
Q.  This season you have two win in JGTO tournaments.  Is last winning is 2016.  
What is change?    
 
RYO ISHIKAWA:  I believe the main reason would be my body.  Since 2013 I've been 
suffering with a bad lower back up until this spring.  I was swinging the club feeling worried 
about how my lower back's going to be.  Even though that's not everything, I would say that 
lower back is one of the main reasons.  But I trained hard up until May this year and it's 
starting to get better.  I turned pro at 16, a little different physically then and now, but I feel 
very good about my physical condition now and I can swing the way I want to swing. 
 
Q.  Ryo, can you talk a little bit about hole No. 4 where you play both green A and 
green B for the tournament?  What sort of challenges that both different greens will 
pose to the players this weekend, and is it a unique situation for players?  I think it is 
the first time on the PGA Tour that you have two different greens on one hole being 
played for the tournament? 
 
RYO ISHIKAWA:  So it must have been very difficult to set up the course the way it is 
because in order to have this two green situation, you need to have the same type of grass 
as well as the green speed and the firmness.  But it's really unusual to see two greens with 
same types of grass.  Usually it's bent and korai here, so maybe because of that, that's why 
the setup was possible. 
 
As a player, I think it would be very interesting.  Small greens here, so I kind of see it as one 
large green instead of two greens, two small greens.  So I never played No. 4, but if you can 
maybe tell me the distance between the two greens? 
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Q.  It's just the angle on the back is just a little bit different.  I think out of bounds as 
well for the rear on the right side.  
 
RYO ISHIKAWA:  If the two greens are close together, I'll see it as one big green, but from 
the map that I just saw, it looks fairly different, both right and the left.  So visually, depending 
on which green you use, it will look different.  So tomorrow, while playing Pro-Am I need to 
check. 
 
Q.  What is your goal in this tournament and before you were playing the PGA TOUR, 
right, and is your best (inaudible) the same PGA TOUR now?   
 
THE INTERPRETER:  Could you repeat the question again? 
 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 
RYO ISHIKAWA:  I'm sure this week everyone's goal is to win and I will do my best to win 
as well.  But I also feel that this week isn't my last tournament and the Olympics next year is 
another goal of mine, and I do want a challenge for the PGA TOUR also.  I'm playing this 
week and next week as well, so I wish the people to learn from those two tournaments. 
  


