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POST-ROUND INTERVIEW  
21 October 2019      
 
TIGER WOODS 
JASON DAY 
RORY McILROY 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA 
 
 
HENNI ZUËL:  What a nice little confidence boost this is.  Obviously it's fun to play along 
these guys, but it's a world-class foursome and how did you feel out there?  
 
JASON DAY:  It was great.  I think the back and forth was nice and I honestly think we all 
played some pretty nice golf out there, so hopefully the fans enjoyed it on TV around the 
world.  I think overall it was a lovely afternoon, evening.  First time I ever finished under 
lights, so that was exciting. 
 
HENNI ZUËL:  Tiger, how much did you enjoy this format?  It's obviously one that you're 
familiar with, skins, but how much did you enjoy it out there with these guys?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I enjoyed just being out with these guys and I think that we all put on 
a pretty good show.  No one got shut out, which was great, and I think we made a few 
birdies.  Learned the golf course a little bit on the fly and we got it in, which is great. 
 
HENNI ZUËL:  Rory, your style of golf is pretty aggressive.  I feel like this suited you out 
there to be able to just fire at pins?   
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, for the most part.  Yeah, no, it is, especially with the way the 
course was set up, we could fire at some pins.  Yeah, no, it's good fun.  I mean, there's 
probably a few holes out there where during the tournament this week we probably won't hit 
driver, but it was nice to get driver in our hands and have a hit and have a bit of fun.  It was 
still quite competitive out there.  I was definitely rooting for Tiger to hole that putt on the last 
and go to that extra hole, but it was really good fun.  Just really glad to be a part of 
something like this in Japan.  Great way to kick off the week. 
 
HENNI ZUËL:  Absolutely.  And Hideki, how special was it for you to have an event like this 
in your home country?   
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yeah, it was very fun to be able to play with these three great 
players, but disappointed that I only had one skin. 
 
HENNI ZUËL:  On that note, I'll hand it over to Reimer for questions from the floor.    
 
Q.  Tiger, how much rust did you think you had to kick off and how would you grade 
yourself today? 
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TIGER WOODS:  I did not play well at the beginning.  I hit a lot of bad shots and did not putt 
well.  Once I got into the flow of competing and feeling the round, it just got exciting.  We 
were competitive, the banter was great, the back and forth.   
 
What hole, No. 4 when I hit to the wrong green and then -- 
 
JASON DAY:  Did you? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I hit in between the greens, so it looked kind of like I kind of didn't know 
what I was doing, but then went to the second green to hit my chip shot and made a putt, it 
almost stole the hole, which would have been awesome. 
 
Q.  Jason, wondering when the last time you hit a bunker shot with a 6-iron was and 
(inaudible), take us through that shot.  
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah, I actually chose the wrong club going off the tee, so I haven't hit a 
bunker shot with a 6-iron for probably about eight years I want to say.  I was just hoping that 
one of the other guys was going to make par.  Then all of a sudden it came out pretty good, 
so I was very pleased with it and I ended up having to hole that putt.  I feel like I have a 
pretty good bunker game, but it's been a while.  I felt I was sitting in the sand, how low I was, 
so very pleased with that bunker shot. 
 
Q.  Jason, did you watch The Skins Game at all growing up and was it kind of what 
you expected with the banter back and forth?  
 
JASON DAY:  No, I haven't watched The Skins Game.  Apparently Tiger -- this is, what, 
your fifth or sixth? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Somewhere around there, yeah.   
 
JASON DAY:  He hasn't one yet, so I've got that on him, which is good.  I found that out 
today when he told me.  But this is nice, the back and forth was great.  I think it was, you 
know, it was nice and clean, it was within the game and I think a lot of guys had fun out 
there.  But I've heard of them before and hopefully I get the invite back next year if I get the 
invite. 
 
Q.  Jason, what can you take out of this as it relates to your own game? 
 
JASON DAY:  That my short game is starting to come around.  My short game was 
nonexistent last week, but it was nice to be able to hole some putts coming down the stretch, 
hit some good shots.  The short game really showed up today and that's usually my strength 
of my game is the short game.  So I'm excited about that, especially coming into a week like 
this having played the golf course as well. 
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Q.  Tiger, how involved were you in putting today's format together and how did the 
vibe compare with The Match against Phil last year? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's very different because last year I'm going head to head against 
Phil and this year it's a skins game format.  Yeah, I was part of the whole process last year 
and this year.  We wanted to do something that's different, something that it's unique.  And 
as Jason was saying, I've done The Skins Game before, but it's never been 18 holes at 
once, it's usually nine holes and then you come back the next day and you play another 
nine.  So this was a little bit different that we're playing 18 holes.  I just thought the 
competitive atmosphere was fantastic, the shots we hit were great.  And on top of that, I 
think the banter back and forth, the needling, the jabbing, it was all good fun and we were -- I 
hope we were entertaining everyone and everyone who's watching had a good time. 
 
Q.  Hideki, is your back okay?  (Inaudible.) 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  It's fine.  (Laughs.) 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
JASON DAY:  Not of that size.  He's humongous, so I'm glad that he wasn't on my team 
actually to be honest.    
 
Q.  Tiger, you had two months off, what are you most happy with? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I think just being able to compete again.  I haven't done this in a little bit 
now.  Just go out there and --  
 
JASON DAY:  Came home --  
 
TIGER WOODS:  I did not come out strong. 
 
JASON DAY:  No, you came home strong. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I started awful.  
 
JASON DAY:  You came home strong. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I got a little bit better.  How about that shot on the third hole?   
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah, I know.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Coming back to the cart path I get a laser up the hill, Rory's telling me we 
need to get an adjusted number.  It was not a very good start, but I hit some good shots 
towards the end. 
 


