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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
20 October 2019      
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -20) 
 
 
SHARON SHIN:  Please help me welcome in the two-time champion of THE CJ CUP @ 
NINE BRIDGES, Justin Thomas.   
 
Justin, you just won your 11th PGA TOUR career victory.  How does it feel?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it feels great.  It was a very, very tough day.  Danny made it 
extremely difficult.  He really made a lot of putts, a lot of unbelievable up-and-downs to kind 
of keep me from getting all the momentum, I felt like.  I really, really played solidly today.  
Other than that bogey on 17, I really feel like I did everything I needed to do to win the 
tournament today.  It's very reassuring knowing that I could hit those shots when I needed to 
the entire day when I felt like the heat was on the whole day.  Yeah, it's great. 
 
SHARON SHIN:  You have a pretty crazy record here in Asia, you've won four of nine here, 
PGA TOUR events.  What makes you play so well?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I have no idea.  It is kind of bizarre knowing that I've won four times 
here.  Yeah, I don't know.  I obviously like the golf courses and I feel like they fit my game 
well, but it must be all the beef, maybe that's what it is.  No, I don't know.  I feel comfortable 
over here.  I think it's at a good time of year.  But I worked really, really hard the last couple 
weeks to make sure I was ready for this tournament and I was glad that it showed. 
 
Q.  First of all, congratulations on your win.  On that last hole, Danny, he was making 
that eagle putt and it kind of lipped out, and we caught you on camera and you looked 
surprised and then relieved.  So can you be very honest about what was going 
through your mind when he was making that putt? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, to be perfectly honest, how the day had gone for him, I wouldn't 
have been surprised if it had gone in.  He made a lot of putts and every single one of them 
went in the center.  It's not like they ever looked like they were going to miss. 
 
So yeah, I said to Jimmy on 18 tee, I'm like, "We've got to make birdie here."  I felt like if he 
got it on the green, there's going to be a chance that he could make it, and especially what 
happened yesterday.   
 
So yeah, it was unbelievable.  That thing was rolling and I'm looking at it and I'm like, "I can't 
believe it, he's about to make this thing."  It was definitely relieving when it didn't go in 
knowing that I could just two-putt from there.  Yeah, he played unbelievably today. 
 
Q.  Congratulations.  It was like match play out there for most of the round, head for 
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head, nip and tuck.  When did you finally think you might have shaken him off, 
because he was very stubborn? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  After 16 is kind of where I felt like that.  I knew that 14 was a huge, huge 
change of momentum, especially with where I was.  I wasn't exactly in the best place.  That 
was one of my best shots of the day even though it's just a 65-yard shot, but it's really hard 
to hit cleanly off these fairways.  And then to make the putt, again, that's another situation 
where it looked like I -- once we got on the green, it looked like I was going to win the hole, 
but with how he had been going, it wouldn't have surprised me if he made that shot, and he 
almost did. 
 
The good part about that late in the round with being up was that if I could do what I was 
doing, it would force him to kind of have to force it and he kind of had to.  I had three good 
shots or four good shots on 15 and then hit a great drive and a great second shot on 16.  
Obviously 17 I kind of screwed up, but I felt like after 16 when I got to three, especially with 
18 being downwind and knowing that I could hit it down there, that's kind of when I felt 
everything turn. 
 
Q.  First of all, congratulations on your win, and if you look at the foreign media, you 
are considered one of the best closers of the young players.  So out of 11 events you 
played, if you start in the lead, then you have won eight events, but it doesn't seem 
like this was the case early in your pro career.  So what do you think has changed in 
your game or what have you worked on that has made you the best closer? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't think you can ever necessarily call yourself the best closer.  I've 
only won 11 times.  I feel like once I get to 40 or 50 times and I've closed a lot of those, then 
I think that's kind of different. 
 
But I don't know.  I mean, the biggest thing I think that I've gotten a lot better at is just 
learning, taking experiences and learning from them.  That's what I did early in my career.  
There were a couple times I felt like I should have won the tournament but I did something 
incorrectly or hit a wrong club or thought how I shouldn't have, and I was able when I 
finished to look back at that.  There's going to be things today that once I sit down and digest 
it and pay attention to kind of what happened out there, I'll be able to learn from it.  That's all 
I'm trying to do because I feel like if I can just improve a little bit every year, then there's not 
really a ceiling that I feel like I can't reach, I just want to try to win as many tournaments as I 
can. 
 
Q.  So congratulations on your win.  On the third hole of this round, there was a 
second shot that kind of curved 45 degrees.  So you drew the shot, you made the 
green in two and you grabbed a birdie.  So can you elaborate a little bit more on your 
shot on the third hole?  And will you be able to control your ball and your distance 
that much with a shot that you would have to kind of make it go to the right, the other 
way?  Do you have any tips for shots like that? 
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  No, I mean, working the ball a lot is something I'm pretty comfortable 
with, but I was fortunate to just barely be in the first cut to where I had a little bit of a cushion.  
It wasn't as hard of a shot as it looked.  It was kind of like Bubba's shot at Augusta, it 
looks -- I mean, it's still hard, I'm not taking away from his shot or mine, but hooking the ball 
is usually something that we're pretty good at.   
 
It's just about kind of getting the distance right and that was an instance where if I didn't 
hook it, I was going to be short right and if I overhooked it, I was going to be maybe up on 
the green or in the bunker where it would have been an easy up-and-down.   
 
It was a great shot.  To hit it on the green was something I probably wasn't expecting, but 
that was one where I just aim right and basically make sure I miss the trees and kind of 
close the clubface and let it go from there.  Yeah, it all depends on the lie and the wind 
conditions.  I like slicing the ball, too, but if you don't have the right lie or the right wind 
conditions, then it's very difficult. 
 
Q.  So in the 2017-2018 season, you garnered a win here and then you went on to add 
two more wins.  Now it's the beginning of this season, 2019-2020, you've won here, so 
how does it feel?  Do you think that you've got on to a strong start winning this 
event?   
 
And I know that you don't share your goals with press or the public, but going into 
this season, now that you've won this event, do you have any game plans on how 
you're going to prepare for future events and any benchmarks that come to your 
mind? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, benchmarks is just another way of saying goals, so I'm not going 
to say anything there.  No, I'm going to continue to prepare for events the same way that I 
did for this week and for Napa.  I feel like I'm starting to understand a lot better what I need 
to do, what my body needs to do on prior weeks before events and I feel like I'm doing a 
good job. 
 
But in terms of the season, I definitely got off to a good start, there's no doubt about that.  
So, you know, we'll enjoy this win a little bit tonight and then I need to get ready for next 
week because I have another tournament I'm trying to win next week. 
 
Q.  You've taken part in this event three years in a row.  How do you think this course 
fits your game?  Do you think it fits you exceptionally well? 
 
And then before this event in an interview you said you would like another hunger 
trophy in your library and now that you've achieved that goal, how do you feel? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I definitely think this course fits my game pretty well with winning 
twice.  But the thing about this place is I don't think it necessarily, it doesn't fit any one 
person in particular.  You know, with myself twice and then Brooks, obviously some longer 
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hitters have won.  There's a couple holes you can use that to your advantage, but for the 
most part it is a position golf course and you have to be in control of your irons and your golf 
ball and making sure your distances are correct because these greens are very difficult and 
making sure you're on the right tiers and right spots is very, very important.   
 
So I feel like in '17 and this year, I feel like that's something I did very well.  Yeah, there's 
definitely some holes that being a longer hitter helps, but for the most part, especially with 
the wind when it picks up, you just need to have control of your ball and your flight and 
making sure that you're doing that well. 
 
I'm ecstatic to have a trophy, another one of these in the library.  I still haven't mastered how 
to write my name in Korean, I think I need to do that, but luckily I'll have some practice, at 
least a year's practice before next year. 
 
SHARON SHIN:  Congrats again and thank you for your time. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Thank you.  
  


