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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
18 October 2019      
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -13) 
 
 
NICK PARKER:  Like to welcome Justin Thomas into the media center, 36-hole leader here 
at THE CJ CUP @ NINE BRIDGES.   
 
Justin, you set the 36-hole tournament record here, 13-under 131.  Just talk to us about that 
63 today, what was working for you out there and how pleased you are through 36 holes 
here. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I played well.  I didn't do anything unbelievably.  It just was a very 
stress-free day.  Obviously playing well, that makes it stress free, but I just kind of kept the 
ball in play off the tee, hit some good irons.  I think I hit every green and made a couple putts 
early.  And then the back nine, I got a few close to the holes where those birdies came 
easier.  So it just was a very easy 63 if you can somehow say that, but hopefully we'll be 
able to keep some of that going for the weekend.  
 
Q.  So this is your second 63 at this course.  How does this compare to the one you 
shot here two years ago and what is it about this course that suits you? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I would say that one, the one two years ago, is probably better.  It was 
quite a bit windier if I remember correctly.  I mean, I'll take 63 on any conditions on any 
course any day, but it was very, very benign out there.  There just wasn't very much wind, 
which made it a lot easier to score.  I felt like when I had control of the ball like I did today, it 
made it quite a bit easier.   
 
But I do remember a couple years ago that it was very windy that day.  So, I mean, they're 
both good, but I would say that one was maybe a little bit better.  The thing with this course 
is, if you get it in play and you're striking the ball well, it's not particularly long, you kind of get 
some short irons in your hand and can make a lot of birdies.  You just have to pick your 
spots. 
 
Q.  So we know Jordan Spieth is here with you and we talked about how players, 
including yourself, talked about this event.  He has mentioned that he decided to 
come and it's his first time here.  Has Jordan gotten back to you after playing 
yesterday about this event?  Did you have that conversation at all?   
 
That's the first question, and the second part of the question is, do you have any 
special plans to do anything special with him in your time here? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't really have anything special planned with him.  We're going to go 
to dinner, I'm sure, with some people.  No, we played a practice round on Tuesday and he 
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said he enjoyed it.  I know he likes bent greens and likes the uneven lies and the kind of 
putts where you have to feed it in.  I think that's why he plays Augusta so well and this place 
has a little bit qualities like that. 
 
But no, we're not exactly getting together and having powwows every night, kind of 
discussing the course and how he feels about it.  I would say after his play for two days, that 
speaks for itself and he likes it. 
 
Q.  So you're known to be quite close with Tiger and you have played practice rounds 
with him.  You're in the same group with Phil this time.  Actually you're here as one of 
the younger players who's really eager to learn from older players, serious players 
like Tiger and Phil.  What kind of inspiration do you get from them and what do you 
think you learn from them on course that helps you grow as a player? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I've learned a lot.  I mean, too much to even kind of get into or just to list 
right now, it really has been a lot of things.  They're both such great people to take the time 
of day to play practice rounds with me and spend time with me practicing.  Anytime I get to 
spend around any of them, whether it's a practice round or playing a tournament or even 
dinner, I try to kind of needle them a little bit and get a couple things out of them.   
 
But I've definitely learned a lot of little things, a couple bigger than others, but just for the 
most part, just kind of watching their habits and see what they do because they've obviously 
done very, very well in their respective careers and any way I can try to emulate that I think 
is very helpful. 
 
Q.  So you mentioned that you don't like to share your goals.  Is that because you 
don't like to be compared or do you have a specific reason?  And my second question 
is, in the past I think it was (inaudible) you had some (inaudible) 11 birdies and you 
you said that you were staying in the zone.  So was today similar to that round? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, in terms of sharing my goals, I did it my rookie year on Tour and I 
felt that I was always kind of held to those goals throughout the year where if I had 
something like this or if I -- you know, I was playing well in a tournament and I would say -- I 
would get asked, well, winning on Tour is a big goal of yours or doing this is a big goal of 
yours, I felt like I was always held to that standard.  Not that -- I mean, I hold myself to it, but 
I just felt like if maybe I didn't get off to a great start or even if I did, I just was always 
constantly reminded and pushed toward those.  So I felt like it did more harm than good 
putting it out there. 
 
And then I'm sorry, what was the second part? 
 
Oh, yeah, yeah.  It was very similar to -- it was similar at BMW to where I just got off to a 
good start and I would say this round is a lot easier than that one.  I just, I don't know.  You 
kind of get unconscious a little bit out there.  You kind of get going and the next thing you 
know I'm 7 under through 12 and then it's like, all right, well, let's kind of keep it going.   
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I really, really hit some good shots and some good putts those last six holes really on 13, 15, 
on 18.  I mean, to where it's like although I didn't make them, they're close by easy trap-ins 
where you're kind of going about your business and not putting a lot of pressure on myself.  
It was definitely similar to that at BMW, but I definitely had more fireworks going on there. 
 
Q.  So if you look at your record at this event last year and just looking at today and 
yesterday, for instance, you go from 5 under, 4 under yesterday to 9 under today, so 
there seems to be a little bit of a fluctuation.   
 
Do you think that's because of the weather and course conditions that follow the 
weather, or do you think -- why do you think there's that fluctuations within one 
event?  So would you attribute that to ball-striking or would you tribute it to your 
concentration? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No.  I mean, I think anytime you shoot 9 under, you're usually going to 
have a pretty big fluctuation from the previous day or the day after.  I mean, it's a low score.  
So hopefully I don't have a big fluctuation tomorrow, that would be obviously be great, but 
that's just how golf is.  Four under was a very good, respectable score yesterday and today 
obviously got a little hotter and went low.   
 
But in terms of comparing to previous years, just conditions have changed so much.  In 2017 
it was very, very, very windy, which made it very difficult to score.  Then last year is pretty 
similar to this year, there hasn't been much wind.  You give us a fairly short course with no 
wind and good greens and we're going to shoot some good numbers.  So I think that's the 
biggest reason. 
 
NICK PARKER:  Thanks for coming in, Justin.  Best of luck the rest of the weekend. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Thank you. 
  


