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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
17 October 2019      
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Another good round today.  Just some quick comments about how it was out 
there. 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I really like this place, it's beautiful.  Food is great, too.  Last year 
was my first time and I really like this place.  I didn't play that great, but it was fun.  And then 
today, yeah, I make a lot of putts and that helps.  Yeah, finish with a really good round.   
 
Q.  Are you happy with the score with the conditions today?  
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I'm really happy with the score.  It's a really good round 
everywhere, so hope to keep it up for the next three days. 
 
Q.  So when you actually won, not many top-ranked players were in the game, but for 
this tournament we have like the world's No. 1 ranked player as well as other very 
outstanding players.  You're off to a very good start today, so what would be your 
game plan to really make that solid? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  The tournament I won, it was the first tournament of the season so 
that's why not many of the top players play.  Definitely this week is one of the strongest 
fields, a lot of good players.  Yeah, I think it's going to be tough to win, but hopefully three 
more days like this, I'll make it happen. 
 
Q.  So recently we've seen many players from South America win in PGA 
tournaments, so what drove that?  What drove that kind of South American players? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Last couple years has been more and more players from South 
America.  There's a lot of Mexicans, Sebastian Munoz who won from Colombia.  Yeah, I 
think from here to five or 10 more years we have a lot more players from South America.  
There are really good players coming up from the Web or from lower.  I think we're going to 
have a lot of good players soon. 
 
Q.  So two questions.  First of all, we have many young players at your age, so how 
does it feel like competing with players at your age?  Does that motivate you?  Can 
you answer that question first and I'll go to the second one? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  A lot of young players like Matthew Wolff or Collin Morikawa.  Yeah, 
it's more fun for me also because I have played with (inaudible) when I was a junior.  So 
yeah, there's more people I can hang out more my age, so make it a lot more fun and 
interesting also because they're really good players. 
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Q.  The second question, so you won the tournament that opened this season, so I'm 
sure that you must be very ambitious in terms of your goal for this season.  What 
would that be? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, at the beginning of the season my goal was to win a 
tournament and I won the first tournament.  So yeah, it was to get into the Masters, that is 
one of my favorite tournaments I have played ever and it's a really special place.  Now that 
I'm going to be there, I'm really happy for that and hopefully have some good results in 
majors. 
 
Q.  So no bogeys today, just birdies, so very good, but was there like any particularly 
hard hole? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, they do a new tee on number -- the par 4, I think No. 5 or 6 
they got a new tee.  It's way longer now, you can't carry those bunkers so made the hole a 
lot more difficult, yeah, I think that was the hole that I was pretty close on making a bogey 
and I make a huge putt and save the par. 
  


