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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
16 October 2019      
 
MATTHEW WOLFF 
 
 
NICK PARKER:  Hello, everyone.  Like to welcome in Matthew Wolff here.  He's making his 
debut at THE CJ CUP @ NINE BRIDGES.   
 
Matthew, just talk to us about what it's like to be in Korea this week, I know it's your first time 
ever playing here, and how you found the golf course and everything so far this week. 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah, it's been awesome.  Time change has been a little difficult to 
get used to, sleep schedule's a little screwed up, but the last couple days has been really 
awesome here.  Everyone's been really nice and greeting me at the course, and then 
yesterday I finally got to play it for the first time and it's unbelievable.  I mean, this course 
is -- I've heard a lot of great things about it, but when I finally got to play it, I really liked it.  
The views, it's in one of the best shapes I've ever seen, so excited to get the week going and 
hopefully be back many more times in the future. 
 
NICK PARKER:  After winning so early in your career first getting out on Tour, what are kind 
of your goals this year having a full year?  I know you're really excited about having the full 
year.   
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah, it's going to be a big difference.  I feel like last year I got 
sponsor exemptions and kind of having made the most of the few starts I was going to get, 
but being able to pick my own schedule and play tournaments that I've heard that might suit 
my game a little more or that I like being in that part of the country or the world is definitely 
going to help. 
 
It was awesome to get that first win so quickly, but my goals are a lot higher.  Just looking to 
keep on improving my game, learning every single day out here and hopefully get a lot more 
in my career.  
 
Q.  Cast your mind back just a few months and you're an amateur and trying to make 
your way out of college.  It's all come so fast and now you're here playing these elite 
events on the Asian Swing.  Are you kind of pinching yourself or are you just along 
for the ride at the moment? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  I think this is -- obviously it all happened really quickly, the win, and 
then I played in my first -- I mean, first no-cut event in Memphis and then being here, being 
able to travel the world.  Last year I watched this event in Stillwater, Oklahoma, where I was 
at college, on my couch.  To be able to be playing in it against all these amazing players like 
in a place like South Korea.  I've heard amazing things about it.  Now that I'm finally here, it's 
kind of all coming true.  Like you said, I'm just kind of pinching myself and trying to soak it all 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

in and hopefully I'll be back for many more years in the future. 
 
Q.  This is your first PGA tournament here in Asia, so you've been on the course 
today.  Maybe if you can make comparisons as to how the course might be different 
from Asia to the United States, so make a comparison.  And how are you going to sort 
of attack this course here at Jeju Island.  That's the first question.   
 
And then the second question is, with regard to your swing, you've been compared to 
this Korean player called Ho-Sung Choi, and maybe if you could talk about his swing? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah, this course is -- I was going to say, I haven't seen anything like 
this.  It's in unbelievable shape and manicured perfectly.  As I played it for the first time 
yesterday, there was a lot of, you know, a lot of holes that maybe looked narrow off the tee 
and then widened up in the fairway or kind of did the opposite, looked wide and then kind of 
narrowed down.  So I think that's a little difference than most of the U.S. courses.  And also 
just the steep run-offs on the greens and how undulated they are.  It's a really good course 
and I'm super excited to play. 
 
I think it is pretty generous driving, so I'm definitely going to try to take a lot of drivers and 
use my length to kind of attack it and maybe gain a few shots on the field.  I feel like every 
single part of your game is tested at this course, so I'm excited to see how everyone plays.  
Hopefully the weather holds up like it should, but I'm really excited. 
 
I actually met Ho-Sung Choi in the John Deere and we were hitting balls, range balls next to 
each other.  We got a picture and I talked to him a little bit about, you know, having a swing 
that's unconventional or unorthodox.  It was kind of just cool to see someone out there that's 
not the same thing that you see in everyone else's swing.  Obviously every swing is 
different, but the way he delivers the club to the ball and just his uniqueness kind of makes 
me admire him.  I'm glad that he stuck with his swing just like I have and it's cool to see 
someone else out here like that. 
 
Q.  So there were five contenders for Rookie of the Year on the PGA TOUR and you 
were one of them, but Im Sung-jae was selected as Rookie of the Year, or Sungjae Im.  
So were you disappointed that you were not selected as Rookie of the Year?  And 
also, Sungjae Im is one of your peers on the PGA TOUR, so how do you view his 
game?  What kind of player do you think Sung-jae Im is?   
 
And the second part of the question is, you talked about your swing.  As you proceed 
with your career here on the PGA TOUR, do you have plans to maybe change your 
swing a little bit or do you think you're just going to stick to your swing the way it is? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Sungjae Im, I met him as soon as I got out here and he's been really 
kind to everyone, especially me, out here.  He's an amazing player with the stats that he put 
up last year.  Obviously I would like to win the Rookie of the Year, but it was kind of -- he 
had a lot more tournaments under his belt than I did in the year and he played really 
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consistently and was just always up there and contending.  I'm really happy for him.  I don't 
feel any sort of remorse or anything that I didn't win.  He earned it and it's cool to see 
someone so young and having so much success out here and it gives me a little bit of 
confidence as well. 
 
But with my swing, it's kind of what got me here.  I don't really see any plans to change it 
anytime soon.  If it's not broken, don't fix it, so I'm just going to stick with it. 
 
Q.  So with your swing, unique swing, you have a unique routine, so I was wondering 
when you sort of started employing this swing and why.  And also, maybe your peers 
on the course or your buddies that played golf with you, did they ever tease you 
about your swing? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  I mean, my friends would kind of give me a hard time about my swing.  
I feel like when I first started playing a lot better or started playing in tournaments all over the 
country and meeting a lot of new people, at first it was kind of a shock to them to see my 
swing just because they had never seen anything like it.  But I asked some of my friends 
now if they still think it's weird and they just kind of say, "I've only seen you with this swing, 
so now it's just normal." 
 
I think that on the PGA TOUR, I feel like that's what most of the players are like now.  
They've seen my swing.  At first they were intrigued or interested, but now it's kind of just 
something that comes with me and I've used for a long time.  I've never swung differently, so 
it's the only thing that I've known.  Obviously it's changed as I've grown or gotten older or 
made little tweaks to it with my coach, George, but for the most part, I've only had that swing 
and I plan to stick to it. 
  


