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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
16 October 2019      
 
JUSTIN THOMAS 
 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  I would like to welcome Justin Thomas into the interview room at 
THE CJ CUP @ NINE BRIDGES.   
 
Justin. welcome back to Korea.  You were here in 2017.  Just talk about the excitement of 
being back at Korea's only PGA TOUR tournament. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it's great to be back.  Obviously I have some good memories 
here, or some great memories.  I don't know, just everything with this event it seems that, 
you know, CJ just puts on an unbelievable event.  The food is incredible, the golf course is 
awesome, you get a great amount of fans that come out and watch and support.  Yeah, I 
mean, I feel like this has been a great addition to the PGA TOUR schedule and I'm glad to 
be back. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  JT, finished T-4 in the Safeway Open at the end of last month.  
Was that a reflection of how your form has been over the past season and coming to a 
brand new season on the PGA TOUR?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I mean, I feel like I've been -- the end of the season I was really 
starting to play well.  I was starting to I guess show some signs of improvement and some 
good golf.  Obviously just for the season ending I was out of events, but I've been feeling 
pretty good for a while now, just haven't had as much to show for it.   
 
And then obviously the BMW was nice, but I've been working really hard.  I want to have a 
great year this year and feel like I have the ability to do so, but just need to continue to work 
hard and do all the things appropriately off the course that I need to do and then once we 
get on the course, just try to take care of business. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Let's take some questions for Justin. 
 
Q.  So I'm sure as the inaugural champion you are seeking to reclaim your title from 
Brooks this year.  Going into this event this year, what is your mindset in how are you 
going into this event? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Really, the golf course can play so different just with how the conditions 
can be.  I mean, the wind the first year was brutal, hence the reason I think it was 8 under or 
9 under was in a playoff, and then last year I think something around 20 under won.  It really 
just does depend on how the conditions are, how the weather is.   
 
So I think I'm just going to kind of play the golf course for what it gives me and kind of pick 
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my spots.  If it's windy, it can be a difficult test and you really have to be smart, but if there's 
not a lot of wind, you can make a lot of birdies.  So you just kind of have to take what the 
course gives you. 
 
Q.  So you have played in all three times of this event and each year they have made 
slight changes to the course.  For instance, this year at hole six, the teeing box has 
been pushed back 39 yards so it seems to be a little bit more difficult to carry over the 
bunker to the green.  So what do you think about the changes to the course?  Then 
can you also speak a little about the changes that have occurred in the past three 
years in terms of course setting? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Last year I honestly didn't notice any changes from the first year other 
than maybe like 12 and 16, but just the tee boxes. 
 
Yeah, six is going to be quite a challenge this year.  I definitely see a lot of people struggling 
on that hole.  It's something where if it's not way downwind, I can't cover the bunker, so a lot 
of people aren't going to be able to cover it, either.  That hole went from I feel like a pretty 
good birdie opportunity to if you make four fours on it, it's going to be good scores.   
 
Then I heard using potentially a different tee on 7 this year.  It is what it is, everyone's going 
to have to play the same golf course and the same tees.  Yeah, hopefully I'll just become 
more comfortable with it than others, I guess. 
 
Q.  So last year I understand that you were in the same group with Sungjae Im, so do 
you remember anything about his play in that group or if you have seen him play 
since or if you've ever played with him since?  Can you kind of assess him as a golf 
player? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I was extremely impressed when I played with him last year.  
Obviously being as young as he is and being a rookie last year, I hadn't heard much about 
him or didn't know him at all.  He's a super nice kid, very quiet, but man, he really, really hit 
the ball well.  He drove the ball beautifully, he had great control of his trajectory and his 
shape and his ball flight.  Out here you have a lot of crosswinds and he was able to flight the 
driver but hold it into the winds very well.  So that was something that I struggle with quite a 
bit and so watching him do it with such ease was honestly something I was a little jealous of.  
Yeah, he's a great player.  I was very happy for him and felt deserving he won Rookie of the 
Year.  I'm sure he's going to be out here for a long time and this has to be very cool for him 
playing in front of his home country. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  JT, you've had a lot of success in Asia, winning twice in 
Malaysia, winning here at THE CJ CUP.  How important is the Asian Swing for the PGA 
TOUR and players like yourself who's coming through and shining on the PGA TOUR?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it's huge for the PGA TOUR just because, I mean, especially for 
a player like me when I first won here, I mean, my fan base and my following was very small.  
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So to be able to have that exposure outside of the U.S. and just kind of those certain golf 
fans was huge.  Obviously to have the success I have was even bigger.  I mean, Asia 
definitely got the start of my career going and I have a lot of great memories and I've learned 
a lot.  There's a lot of times when I'm coming down the stretch in tournaments, I'm able to 
look back on these events knowing that I've done well. 
 
So it's a very special place.  I've always enjoyed coming here.  Everybody treats me and 
everybody else so well, so that's very enjoyable.  Hopefully we'll be able to create some 
more memories. 
 
Q.  So you and Brooks have been cited as the two most favored to win this event.  In 
your opinion, who is most likely to win?  That's the first part of the question.  The 
second part is, do you have any specific goals when it comes to major events this 
season? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I've always made goals since I've come out on Tour.  I don't 
disclose them or share them with anybody, that's just something I've always done, keep 
them between myself and my team. 
 
In terms of who's the favorite between Brooks and I, I don't really think I can honestly answer 
that.  I mean, we're both obviously very good players and I've had success here, but I mean, 
it really is just kind of a flip of a tee whoever plays better.  He's the No. 1 player in the world, 
so it's pretty hard to go against him, but I feel like if I play well, I'm a pretty tough player to 
beat.  So who knows.  I'm sure both of us would love to be coming down 18 on Sunday with 
the chance to win.  We'll see if we can do that. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Justin, thanks for your time and all the best this week. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Thank you.  Thanks, everyone. 
  


