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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
16 October 2019      
 
BROOKS KOEPKA 
 
 
NICK PARKER:  I would like to welcome in Brooks Koepka to the media center, defending 
champion here at THE CJ CUP @ NINE BRIDGES.   
 
Brooks, just talk to us what it's like to be back here in Korea where you had so much 
success last year and really got the season started off right?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it's nice to be back.  It's been a warm welcome back.  It's a 
place I've enjoyed.  Obviously winning last year and getting to world No. 1, it's always been 
a special place for me.  The golf course looks in great shape.  Everybody always treats us 
well here, so that's why you can see there's such a good field this year.  Guys are talking 
about it and it should be a popular spot on the Tour for the next few years.  
 
NICK PARKER:  And honestly, this last year, getting the win started here helped you win 
the Wyndham Rewards and then also you had two eagles for the Aon Risk-Reward 
Challenge for another (inaudible.)  How big is that, getting the season started right with both 
those and helped you along the way?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  You've got to get off to a good start.  To get off to a good start here is 
big.  If you look at the Wyndham, the Aon, the FedEx, none of that happens without winning 
here, so you've got to play good every week.   
 
That's the beauty of the PGA TOUR.  Every round does mean something whether you 
believe that or not.  Even if you're back in 30th, 40th place, there's always something to play 
for and that's why I think Aon and Wyndham have done an incredible job of making every 
round, every shot mean something.  That's important and that's what as pros you should be 
doing anyways.  But it makes it fun for us coming down the stretch never really knowing 
what's going to go on, we've always got something else to play for. 
 
NICK PARKER:  Like to open it up for questions for Brooks. 
 
Q.  Brooks, what's it like to have your little brother with you here this week and are 
you determined to get one back after what happened in Vegas? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, that would be nice to get one back.  Vegas obviously didn't go 
the way I wanted it to.  Had a good little stretch there, don't know what happened.   
 
It's nice to have him playing.  It's fun for me, it's fun for my family, it's fun for everybody that's 
kind of on our team that we've grown up with, some friends.  It's cool to see him live out his 
dream and be able to play out here.  Hopefully, Vegas at least showed him something where 
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he can play out here.  You know, the last few years have been a bit of a struggle for him, he 
hasn't played the way he wanted to, but at the end of the day, I feel like now he's had a little 
bit more -- he's in a happier place off the golf course.  He seems a lot better than he did a 
year ago and I think you can see that in his golf scores, he's getting better.   
 
It's fun.  He passed me up on the practice round yesterday for Charles Howell, so felt a little 
disrespect there.  No, I'm just kidding.  It's good for him to get out here and go play and play 
with guys and see the golf course and hopefully be around guys that he's going to be around 
for a while. 
 
Q.  So I looked up a U.S. betting company website and their favorite to win was Justin 
Thomas and they placed you second as the potential contender to win.  So can we 
hear your thoughts on their announcement?  Why do you think they picked you 
second?  That's the first question and the second question is, do you feel like you will 
be able to defend your title this year? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, obviously I do.  Feel like my game's in a good spot.  I feel like it 
was in a great spot in Vegas, I just didn't -- I wasn't playing golf, I was just hitting golf shots.  
There's a difference.  You've got to be able to come out and put a score together.  Maybe 
leading up to it, it was more of practice sessions instead of actually going out and trying to 
shoot a score.  I think that was the difference in Vegas.  I didn't leave Vegas disappointed, 
feel like a couple days off and picked it right back up right where I left off, so that's fine.   
 
As far as the betting thing, I don't know, you know, how betting works.  It's all about who puts 
money on whom.  Obviously that's how they find the odds.  More people are betting on 
Justin, perfect.   
 
My caddie showed me a funny little stat yesterday; I've got better odds to win Augusta next 
year than I do here.  I found that quite interesting. 
 
Q.  So it's a delight to see you here again.  I have a two-part question.  My first 
question I think you kind of answered.  Are you confident that you can defend your 
title this year?  And then also last year wind was a factor, so having played last year, 
do you think you have the strategy down on how to attack this course given its 
conditions, especially when it comes to the wind? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I feel like I have it down pretty good.  Last year I had it down 
spot on, so hopefully this year it will be the same.  Same strategy, just go play the golf 
course how it's given to us and go from there.  One bad shot makes a lot of difference in the 
wind out here and you'll be penalized.  So it's an interesting golf course, it's fun to play, I 
enjoy it, and at the same time it can be quite difficult and be quite frustrating.  So we'll see, 
we'll see how it goes, but I feel like I've got a good game plan. 
 
Q.  So last year you won one major and you were runner-up in two.  I think it goes 
without saying that you seem to be especially strong when it comes to major events 
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compared to non-major events.  I think you've said it yourself that you're more 
focused when it comes to major events.  But people I think think that since you're so 
good at the majors where there's a lot more pressure, it's supposed to be more 
difficult, that it would be easier for you to perhaps garner more wins at non-major 
events.  For instance, Tiger Woods has 15 major wins and then has 81 non-major 
wins.   
 
So what are your thoughts on kind of your strengths when it comes to major events 
and do you at any level want to sort of balance your wins in terms of majors and 
non-majors? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it will balance out, eventually they will.  I'm not worried about 
that.  But at the same time, I finished in the last I think two years, nine times I finished 
second.  Nothing's ever been handed to me.  Even my wins, it feels like it's always stressful 
coming down the last few holes, even down to the last hole. 
 
So yeah, I mean, I haven't won that many PGA TOUR events, but sometimes they're a little 
bit tougher to win.  The golf course is set up for more guys to actually play well, whereas 
majors are as difficult as it gets.  And I've said it before where guys just eliminate 
themselves, they can't hit their shots, they're not mentally strong enough.  One bad shot can 
really make or break a round in a major where regular PGA TOUR events, sometimes you 
can let other guys in.   
 
The pins aren't -- it's not as crucial to miss it on the wrong side.  You possibly could get it up 
and down, where in majors you miss on the wrong side of the hole, you're just trying to 
figure out how to make bogey or get out of the hole with bogey.  (Inaudible) so a lot of times 
for regular Tour events I'll do that.   
 
So it will balance out.  I mean, I've only been out here since what, like my first technical year 
was like end of '14 I played a little bit.  So I've only got five years under my belt.  Talk to me 
in 10 years. 
 
Q.  So my question is a two-part question.  The first question is, have you ever played 
with Sung-jae Im or have you ever watched him play?  And as a long hitter, if you 
have watched him play or have played with him, can you assess his swing?  That's 
the first question. 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I mean, I've played with him.  I mean, to be honest with you, I 
don't really watch guys' swings when I'm playing with them.  I don't really notice much, I'm 
concerned with what I've got going.  I've got a million different things going on, so I'm not 
really paying attention to another guy's swing or what they're doing, I'm more focused on 
myself.   
 
I think every player out here, after you've been around for years, yeah, we know what your 
swing looks like and what your ball flight looks like and how far you hit it just because we've 
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played so many rounds, seen it on video, things like that.  I'm sure he's got a good swing, I 
know that, but I couldn't tell you mechanically how sound it is.  I've seen it a few times, but 
never really focused on it. 
 
Q.  The second question is, the PGA TOUR awards Rookie of the Year.  What do you 
think the significance of that award is as a player on the Tour?  What do you think it 
means for somebody to get Rookie of the Year? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it's an incredible honor.  Obviously your first year is a big year 
on the PGA TOUR and obviously you've shown a lot of consistency and a lot of good play.  
The fact that he was able to do that and win Rookie of the Year is special.  It should mean 
something to him.  Hopefully he can carry that over into a long career, a good career and be 
very successful for the next however long he decides to play. 
 
But everybody out here's got talent, everybody's got loads of it.  It's all what he's going to do 
with it.  He's got a lot of potential, I know that, so hopefully he'll succeed.  And there's so 
many good young players and they're all gunning to be the best. 
 
Q.  So you've gone through knee surgery, how much have you recovered from it?  
And the second question is, how are you able to stay so focused on your game and 
how do you bounce back when you make a mistake? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  My knee's fine, it feels good.  It bugged me for about -- since March 
maybe, but everything's fine now.  Did my rehab, my recovery and there shouldn't be any 
issues.  Hopefully, you know, there might be one more round of stem cells maybe before 
hopefully the end of the year here during some off time.  But other than that, I feel great.  My 
knee feels good.  It's the first time it's been feeling consistently good in a while.   
 
And what was the other one?  
 
I just stay patient.  I just always figure if I miss two short ones to start the round, let's say, 
inside 10 feet, I don't know what statistically the odds may be.  Let's say you're 60 percent 
from 10 feet.  I miss the first two, that means the next time I have a 10-footer, the odds are a 
lot better that it goes in.  I just never think negatively, I always think positively and just keep 
pushing on.   
 
I'm never trying to hit in the water, I've never tried to hit in a bunker, I've never tried to make 
a mistake.  I think a lot of times people don't realize how often when we hit it right next to the 
flag, it's actually a mistake.  I don't think fans really realize that.  We don't really -- we're 
aiming 20 feet left of the flag and we push it and it's right on the line, we're just hoping that 
it's the right distance and you've got a close putt, but you'll never see a reaction from a guy.  
A lot of times we're not aiming at flags.  There's six flags we're not really aiming at, six where 
we can kind of be somewhat aggressive to, and then six of them you're just going right at 
them. 
  


