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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
15 October 2019      
 
GARY WOODLAND 
 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  I would like to welcome Gary Woodland into THE CJ CUP @ 
NINE BRIDGES media center.  
 
Gary, welcome back to Jeju Island.  Runner up here last year with that fantastic final round 
63.  Just give us your opening thoughts about being back in Korea.  
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Yeah, I'm excited to be back.  We had a great time here last year.  
Weather was a little cold early in the week, but the golf course played great.  Obviously I 
played well, which always makes everything a little bit better.  I'm excited to be back.  
Looking forward to it.  I think the field's strong it year, so weather should be great, should be 
a great week.  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  You're coming off probably one of your best seasons ever on the 
PGA TOUR, especially with that win at the U.S. Open and probably eight other top-10s.  
Just how do you reset your goals coming into the new 2019-20 season? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  I think the big deal is to continue to get better.  Obviously 
expectations I need to harness and not change expectations, but I've got to make sure I'm 
continuing to work and continuing to improve my game.   
 
It was a break-through season for me, break-through win there at the U.S. Open, which was 
great, but consistency was there as well last year and that's important.  Continue to get 
better, contend more often and hopefully get more Ws. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  We'll take some questions now.    
 
Q.  Obviously fantastic break-through with the U.S. Open win.  Been a slight dip 
afterwards, which is understandable.  How are you sort of going into this season and 
trying to think I need to overcome that and get back to the heights you showed earlier 
this year? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Yeah, I think the break after East Lake, after our TOUR 
Championship, was huge for me.  Five weeks off, I needed that.  Obviously winning was 
huge, but we had a couple babies as well, so I had a lot going on.  I needed that five-week 
break.  That's as long a break as I've had in years, since being out here on Tour, so I 
needed that.  It was nice to go to Vegas.  I played a lot better than I scored, I was happy with 
the way I played there, so I am excited for this little stretch I have coming up right now.  I'm 
excited about where my game's at.  
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Q.  So this is a question, first of all. I would like to congratulate you on winning the 
U.S. Open.  I know that it's a bit belated, but congratulations.  I was actually there on 
the site so I saw from a very close distance you winning the U.S. Open and I hope that 
we'll be able to congratulate you on winning another tournament here in Korea.   
 
So I understand twin daughters were born and when I compare to when you first won 
the U.S. Open and then when you actually saw your baby twins, it seems that your 
smile was brighter and you looked happier when you were actually seeing the baby 
girls for the first time.  So maybe perhaps compared to winning the U.S. Open, that 
moment was more precious for you.   
 
So I was wondering how your twins are doing, and when I saw you with your 
daughters, you looked like any other dad out there, a doting father who loves his little 
girls.  So just wanted to ask how your twins are doing.  
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Yeah, thank you.  They're doing great.  They're getting big.  We have 
a two-year-old boy as well, so we're very busy at home, three kids running around.  It was 
nice for me to have five weeks off because when they were born, I played our playoff system 
so I was gone three straight weeks.  So being home for five weeks, I got to spend time with 
them and grow with them.  It's been amazing.  Fortunately, my wife's at home taking care of 
all of them right now and I look forward to getting back in a couple weeks. 
 
Winning the U.S. Open was obviously a great deal for me personally, but bringing children 
into this world is a legacy that will live forever and something that I have the opportunity to 
help raise them and make this world a better place. 
 
Q.  Are your diaper changing skills as good as your golf? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  No, my golf's definitely better than that.  Diaper skills are not as good 
as my golf, for sure.  
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Gary, just talk about the golf course here at Nine Bridges.  
Obviously you got a good liking of the course over here.  Can you talk about the general 
challenges that you guys face here and especially the 18 hole, the risk-reward kind of par-5 
hole? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  I think the golf course is great.  I think length is a huge advantage 
here; obviously you've seen that with Justin Thomas winning, Brooks Koepka winning.  If 
you hit the golf ball a long way, it's a huge advantage, but you have to drive the golf ball in 
the fairway to attack some of these -- there's some big greens out there where they can get 
some tight pins.  So playing from the fairway is a premium, and then the biggest challenge 
out here is the weather.  If the wind's blowing, this golf course becomes extremely tough.  
We got a little fortunate last year on Sunday when the wind was down and you saw some 
low scores, but before that the golf course played extremely tough.   
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So wind depending, this golf course changes a lot.  If the wind's down, I think you can play a 
little more aggressive.  If it's up, and I haven't seen the golf course yet this week, I'll go out 
this afternoon and I'll see how the rough is doing, and outside of that, the green speeds.  But 
driving the golf ball's a premium this week and hopefully the wind stays down and we can 
see some good scores.  
 
Q.  How about the 18th hole? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  The 18th hole, it's a great risk-reward hole.  Last year, you know, I 
had the benefit of hitting the golf ball a long way.  I can drive it, I've been taking it left and 
driving it down there and having a mid iron in.  But there's been times when the wind's been 
into our face where we couldn't cover all the way down there, so we had to lay up top.  It's a 
great second shot in there to that island green.   
 
So it's a great risk-reward hole I think you can make three on; a hole you can get out of 
position and make a big number.  So it's a fun and exciting hole to finish on.  When you have 
a chance to make eagle to win is pretty cool. 
 
Q.  Gary, the Presidents Cup obviously on a lot of people's mind, coming up very 
soon.  Just missed out on the automatic team picks.  Do you feel you need to produce 
a good performance over this next run of big tournaments to just kind of cement your 
pick as a captain's pick, and have you heard anything from Tiger Woods about what 
you or other guys have got to do over the next two weeks? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  I don't think Tiger's -- I've talked to Tiger, I've spent a little time with 
him.  He's made it clear he wants the guys out playing and he wants guys playing well.  So 
obviously, unfortunately, I didn't secure my own spot, so I've got to rely on a pick.   
 
But for me, I was excited to take some time off.  I was excited to get back to Vegas to kind of 
get some of the rust off from taking that time off and shore some things up, clean some 
things up in the game.  I'm excited about the next two weeks.  I've had success here, I love 
this golf course.  ZOZO next week's a new golf course for everybody.  I'm not going to play 
HSBC, I have the week off, so I have two weeks left to go out and prove that my game's in a 
good enough spot that I deserve a pick. 
 
Q.  Gary, what would you say has been the biggest change for you after winning the 
major, maybe your perspective on your career has changed, the way you're going 
about it week by week after winning the major? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  I think the biggest thing is just managing my time.  I have a lot more 
demands now, a lot more sponsor obligations, a lot more stuff that I need to deal with off the 
golf course.  Outside of that, I have a bigger family now.  So it's been managing my time 
from the business side to my family to my golf side.  That's been an adjustment for me that I 
really never had to deal with too much.   
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The time off was a huge deal for me.  I needed that to just kind of shore some things up.  But 
I'm fortunate to have surrounded myself with some good people.  Mark Steinberg, my agent, 
has been with Tiger Woods, been through this a million times.  He's guided me through it 
and I think right now I'm in a pretty good spot in all three aspects and looking forward to a 
big finish to the year. 
 
CHUAH CHOO CHIANG:  Gary, thanks for being down here and good luck this week. 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Thank you. 
  


