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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
15 October 2019      
 
CJ TEAM 
 
 

PGA TOUR: Please allow me to introduce the 6 players of the CJ Team. They are representing 

Korea on the PGA Tour. First let’s begin with Sung Kang who won the AT &T Byron Nelson. This 

is your 3rd year at the CJ Cup. What your thoughts coming into this week? 

Kang: It’s great to be back home again in Jeju Island I met up with my family and the weather is 

wonderful. I think it will be a fun week. 

 

PGA TOUR: Kyoung-Hoon Lee, you carded to two top-10 finishes last season and made it to 

the FedEx Cup Playoffs. If you could share your thoughts on this week. 

Lee : It’s great to return to Korea and this is my third year at the tournament. I will work hard so that 

my game is better than last year. 

 

PGA TOUR: Next, Whee Kim, you were fourth on the leaderboard in 2017 at the CJ CUP. For 

three consecutive years you are playing at the CJ Cup, any resolution for this year? 

Kim: This is my third year at the tournament. I have great memories of my first year here. I’ll do my 

best to play great golf. I think the weather and course conditions are similar to the previous years so 

I’m looking forward to this week. 

 

PGA TOUR: Sungjae Im is the first Asian player to receive Rookie of the Year. You finished last 

season 19th on the FedEx Cup Ranking. What are your thoughts going into this week? 

Im : My hometown is Jeju Island. It’s been a while since I’ve been home so it was nice to take a 

break. I hope many fans will come out this week and support the Korean players. 

 

PGA TOUR: Byung-Hun Ahn, this is your third year at the CJ Cup. Last season you advanced 

onto the BMW Championship. If you could share your thoughts on this week? 
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Ahn: This year somehow, I made it to the CJ Cup. It’s a great honor and I’ll do my best to get better 

results this year 

PGA TOUR: Last but not least, Si-Woo Kim, the winner of the 2017 PLAYERSChampionship, you were 

in the top-10 on five occasions last season. You finished the season at 46th place on the FedEx Cup 

Ranking. Your thoughts going into this week? 

Kim: It’s been exactly one year since the last CJ Cup. I hope to play great golf in front of the Korean 

fans. 

  

Q: I would like to ask all the players one question each. Last year among the top players there 

were no Korean players. But this year we see that you are gradually making progression. Among 

the members of the CJ team, who do you think has the best chance to win the tournament and 

why do you think so? 

Kang: The Korean players are doing really well on the PGA Tour, but personally I hope my golf is the 

best this week. Sungjae plays great golf and last week he won the Genesis Open in Korea. He is 

consistent and so I think he’ll be able to get great results. 

Lee: Everyone on the CJ Team has been doing great on the PGA Tour, so it’s hard to choose who is 

better. I also think Sungjae Im is playing extremely well and he had a great year last year, so I think 

perhaps that this time he will show great performance.  

Kim: Sungjae Im won last week and he has played very consistently over the course of the year. I 

think Sungjae might actually win the tournament. 

Im: That’s too much pressure. Honestly, I just hope one of us will win. I think the course fits Byung-

Hun Ahn really well. 

Ahn: No other words needed. Without a question, Sungjae will play well. He received Rookie of the 

Year and he when you see him play, you can see why. I saw him play over the weekend and what he 

showed us in the U.S. is still there, intact. Whether the course fits you or not, I think he was able to 

lower the scores last year I think for sure that he will play well.  

Kim: I think Sungjae will play well. Throughout the season he didn’t have any up-and-downs and was 

in the top-20. His feel the game is great. He won last week and so I think he might win this week. 
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Sung Kang is also from Jeju Island and won this year so I think the two of them are in contention to 

win the tournament. If one of us can win that would be great. 

 

Q: During the practice round the wind was not blowing consistently. The wind might be the 

greatest determinant this week. This question goes to all of you. What do you think will make or 

break the game this week? 

Kang: I was here last weekend and the winds were quite strong. It was hard to figure out the right 

distance with my iron shot. I think most important factor will be the wind this year. On Hole No. 7 

and No. 9, the wind will have the greatest impact. 

Lee: I agree, I think the wind will be the great determining factor. If the weather turns out to be bad 

and it gets very cold, the player that better adjusts to the cold weather will have an advantage. 

Kim: In the morning I played the front nine and the tee box has moved so you have an additional 35 

yards to play on Hole No. 6. If there is headwind, it’s going to tough. The angle on tee box Hole No. 

7 is completely different. For this course the wind is a determining factor. If you look in the past, the 

wind had a big impact on the scorecards. At the inaugural tournament there was no wind during the 

first round. However, the next day with the winds playing players were making even pars or 2 under. I 

think how fast you adapt to the blowing winds will be key to winning the CJ Cup. 

Im: I agree. Once the winds pick up at Nine Bridges, the courses become tough. Depending on the 

winds, the courses can be easier or harder to attack.  

Ahn: The winds are strong, but each year I see that the best man wins the tournament. Great players 

like Justin Thomas and Brooks Koepka won the tournament. The winds blow a lot, but if your shot is 

great then I don’t think the winds affect your golf too much. The players are great at their game so it 

seems that the wind doesn’t seriously affect their game Yesterday the winds were strong but if you 

hit the ball well you can play great golf. If you can hit the ball low that would be helpful. 

Kim: The winds are important. If your ball lands in a bad spot near the greens it hard to save part or 

even get a bogey. It’s hard when the wind blows so you have to make sure your ball lands in the 

safest spot. Iron shots will be critical to the game. 
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Q: This event is in its third year. Has the course set up changed this year? What do players need 

to look out for in terms of course set-up? 

Kang: The tee box on 6 has been pushed back about 30 to 40 yards, so unless you are playing with 

the wind, the second shot might be very difficult to play. And the tee box on 7 has been moved to 

the right, making the distance to the green shorter, as a result it is tricky to read the distance. 

Compared to the first year, the course is in much better shape. For instance, in the first year there 

was a lot of sand on the fairway but this year the conditions are much better even the greens. I think 

players will have to play more aggressively if the wind is calm. As I mentioned earlier, it will be crucial 

for players to make sound, strategic decisions if there is wind. 

Lee: Hole 6 is longer by 50 yards and the location of the tee box on 7 has changed as well. Those 

are the changes as far as I now. Compared to the first year, the fairway especially around the green is 

quite firm and you have to take that into consideration to play smart. I think the firmness makes for 

better play.  

Kim: If the course is soft and you have a lot of wind, it becomes tough to play. You won’t get as 

much roll which means you have to play a longer second shot. I played 9 holes this morning and the 

course was much firmer so it looks like it will be easier to get some toll on the tee shots and on the 

green. I am sure this fits the game of some players and not so much for others. So it boils down to 

who adjusts faster to the changes. As for the course set-up I can’t recall accurately but I think the 

rough is shorter. With fairways as wide as they are, I think it should be relatively easy to play if 

players stick to the fairway. 

Im: The course is looking better than last year. The greens and the fairways are looking better. In 

terms of course set-up, there are some changes on 6 and 7 and as a result I think 6 will play a little 

harder but on the other hand easier for 7.  

With the tee box on the right side, players can actually player shorter on 7. Other than that I don’t 

see any big changes compared to last year. 

An: I think the course is much better compared to the first year and as good as last year. The rough 

around the green in some spots seem to be shorter. Players need to check these changes to prevent 

any misses. Also there seems to be more grass compared to last year. It is easier to play especially 
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when addressing a shot. I think the course is in its best condition this year. Hole 6 is longer and 7 

shorter, I think the longer 6 is better. 

Kim: I recall playing with the wind on 6 last year and the year before that. So, I had to use my 

wedge. This year the tee box has been pulled back quite a bit, the green is quite narrow and so that 

hole may take lead to overall higher scores by a shot or two. I think it will make for interesting golf. 

The conditions around the green are much firmer so it could make for easier play. I played in the 

rough and it is quite firm so players need to wary especially of bounce. 

 

Q: Sung, having garnered a win this year on Tour and Sungjae having won Rookie of the Year, 

and both of you hailing from Jeju, do you feel any different going into this event?  

Kang: I have always wanted to play well at this event and in some ways, I put that extra pressure on 

myself to do so. I think if I can relax, loosen up a little and focus on my play like any other event I 

can expect good results. 

Im: I look forward to many fans out on the course and I want to play my best. My personal goal is to 

finish in the Top 10. 

 

Q: Do you have any goals as the “CJ Team”? 

Kang: The CJ Cup is the first PGA event to be held in Korea so it would be great for a Korean player 

to win, and even better if a CJ sponsored player wins. We just look forward to your support because 

all of us are working hard to play our best games. 

Lee: I really hope one of us wins the event and if that is not the case, I hope all of us finish in the 

Top 10. 

Kim: I think I have struggled the most among the six of us, so I think the best scenario in my mind is 

for me to win and all the others to tie for second place. 

Im: I hope one of us wins. 

An: I am grateful to be able to play with fellow CJ sponsored players. I also hope that one of us 

could win so that we can play a part in growing the game in Korea. Of course, we would like to win 

for our sponsors, but I think it would mean a great deal if a Korean player wins a PGA Tour event in 

Korea. 
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Kim: I hope a Korean player wins since this event is the first PGA Tour event to be held here in Korea 

and I also hope that one of us wins. It has been a while since I have been in Korea and I hope to 

play a great game. 

 

Q: I have a non-golf question for Sung and Sungjae. As Jeju natives, are there any restaurants 

you would like to recommend to your fellow players? 

Kang: The food at the Players’ Lounge is really good. All the players talk about how good the food is. 

Im: I agree that the spread at the Players’ Lounge is really good. Aside from the lounge, I would 

recommend the “MINARI,” a pork barbeque place. It is very good. 

 
  


