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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
15 October 2019      
 
KJ CHOI 
 
 

PGA TOUR: In the past 20 years, you have recorded 8 wins, the most for an Asian player on 

Tour. Can you comment on playing in this event? 

Choi: First let me thank the CJ group for inviting me. This year marks 20 years as a professional 

player and personally it is a joy simply to be invited to play at this event. I look forward to a fantastic 

event thanks to our sponsor and many others who have worked hard together to put this event 

together. I will do my best to play well. 

 

PGA TOUR: You are the vice-captain of the Presidents Cup. How are you preparing for that 

event? 

Choi:. All four players are in a better place in terms of mindset. I look forward to an exciting game 

this year. I believe the miracle of 91 will happen again in Melbourne this year. 

 

PGA TOUR: Are there any players who stand out? 

Choi: The young players are full of vigor and spirit. Compared to the past, their game play and 

capacity to overcome challenges have improved. I believe their enthusiasm and spirit will play a big 

role. 

 

PGA TOUR: There are many Korean players in the field. Does anyone stand out? And why? 

Choi:  The young Korean players are driving it well. What they need is patience. Weather is a huge 

factor on this course. The wind blows from all directions so they need to own each hole. The rough is 

long—just within PGA criteria--and the fairways are tight so players need to play accurately. They 

need solid iron shots to withstand the wind. Our players can play well if they can manage to stay 

patient and calm. 
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PGA TOUR: You mentioned the younger players, how about yourself? What expectations do you 

have for yourself? 

Choi: Maybe to finish in the top 10? I will need to adjust my play based on past experience and 

current condition. Last year I lost a lot of muscle mass and am in the process of recovery. I will also 

need focus. It is my third day here in Korea and I am so happy. Above all the CJ Cup is an important 

event for Korean men’s golf. It is a bridge for our players to make entry to the global stage. I am so 

moved and proud. Having been on tour in the US for the past 20 years I really wanted to play in the 

CJ Cup, I am here because I really wanted to play here on a personal level. I will do work hard and 

do my best. 

  

PGA Tour: What do you expect from the younger players on the PGA Tour? 

최경주:  When I think about the time I started first playing on the PGA , the physical strength, 

physique, English proficiency of the players and the environment that the younger players are playing 

in is much better. I tell them that they have to take care of themselves in their daily lives. How you 

live your personal life can determine your longevity in this game. The younger players are doing a 

great job. These days, they pay attention to their fitness and look at nutrition and their diets. It’s very 

different from the past. They are much more adept at driving long distance with precision. If they 

take care of themselves, they have many possibilities and I think they can become much great players 

than me.  

 
  


