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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 13, 2019 
 
JERRY KELLY  ( -16) 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Welcome our 2019 SAS Championship winner, Jerry Kelly, to the 
media center.  Let's start on the front nine, ended with five straight birdies. What's it like 
to go on a stretch like that, playing with the two guys closest to you and you separated 
yourself? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  It was great.  I didn't even realize I had made five.  I had to go back as I 
was doing my scorecard and go, oh, wow, that was five in a row.  So it is one of those things 
when the guys are so close and you're bunched up, it's make the next birdie.  And then 
somebody else makes a birdie and it's like, okay, I have to make another birdie, I have to 
make another birdie.   
 
It kind of shocked me to see that I was three, four shots clear and, one, I really had to work 
because I was in one mode and you don't try and play prevent defense.  I knew somebody 
was going to come up and have a great back side and make it close.  It's just going to 
happen every single time out here.  You can't coast, you have to keep your foot on the gas.   
 
So I was happy to get a few more and they were definitely needed because I didn't want 
another putt on that last hole. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  As you mentioned, you knew someone was going to make a charge 
and that person was David McKenzie.  At what point did you notice him working his way up 
the leaderboard?  
 
JERRY KELLY:  When he got within two, I believe it was 14 and 12, is really when I noticed 
him.  Then it went to 15-13.  I know it was one shot as I was teeing off on 17 and I had to 
make birdie there to give me the comfort to do what I ended up doing on 18.  But I felt pretty 
strong all day.  Just a little bit of rain on that last tee shot kind of wiped it off a little bit, but 
executed the second shot well and then I just -- I just tried to lag putts and I don't do well 
doing that. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  You did well on 17, though.  Talk us through that putt, how long was it 
and just how good of a putt was that. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  It was about I would say 50 feet straight at it, but the putt probably traveled 
about 70 feet.  I had to go -- it was 20 to 25 feet of break to the left and it had to go into a 
little valley, go up a back slope and then have it come back and to the right.  So it was 
definitely one of the best putts that I've ever had to make, especially in that situation. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  I'll open it up to questions. 
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Q.  You played -- I don't know how many tournaments you played --  
 
JERRY KELLY:  A lot. 
 
Q.  But do the nerves still jangle a little bit when you're in contention like this coming 
down the stretch? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Absolutely.  I told my wife when I came out onto this tour that if I don't feel 
the adrenaline spike on the first hole or when I'm in contention, then I'll go back and take my 
top 50 and play on the PGA TOUR again.  I got to Naples my first tournament that I played 
in this event and I was shaking on the first tee and I'm like, that's all I need to know.  It gets 
the juices going.  We kind of know that as adrenaline.  If you can't control it, it's 
nervousness.  I love adrenaline.  I'm kind of addicted to it, so I really enjoy getting that 
feeling.  I know I can't control it, I just have to embrace it and have fun.  I've done that well 
this year. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Jerry, this is your third win of the season and now you're still No. 2 but 
you set yourself up well going into the Schwab Cup Playoffs.  Does that give you the 
momentum that you were looking for and that you need to make another charge up the top?  
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, I'm very happy to be healthy, very happy to be playing well at this 
time.  Beginning of the week I was hitting the ball terrible, Pebble I hit the ball terrible.  I tend 
to do that when I get in the cold and the wind, I'm all over the place.  I had a good Facetime 
lesson with my coach, Jim Schuman, on Wednesday.  Whatever he told me, it stuck and I 
used it all week and I hit the ball fantastic.  My putting caught up to my striking on the front 
side today, thank goodness, and just carried me through. 
 
Q.  Jerry, getting back to that putt on 17, have you had that before or was that just a 
really good read? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Well, I had not had that before, but sometimes those are my favorite putts 
because I know where I need to put it and then you just let Mother Earth do the rest, and 
gravity. 
 
So you kind of have -- I don't know why I focus better on putts where I'm not even looking at 
the hole, but I just, I putt to my spot because I can't even see the hole because it's over here 
when I'm aiming this way.  I think sometimes we tend to putt the hole sometimes and that 
gets me really focused on where I want to go.  I need to do that more often. 
 
Q.  And how soon did you know it was going to be there? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  The second it crept over that hill into that valley I knew it was going to be a 
good putt. 
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Q.  You mentioned in the ceremony that you played here on the Nike Tour and it being 
a full circle kind of thing.  
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What's the biggest difference between Jerry Kelly back then and now? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  My wife was caddying for me back then.  She taught me an awful lot up 
until this point, so it's probably the biggest difference is just I've learned so much.  It's not as 
much humility because I've always had humility, but it's the, I don't know, just stop and smell 
the roses a little bit more, really enjoy yourself.  She always told me nobody had more fun 
getting mad than me, but I'm really enjoying my time out here on this tour. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you very much, Jerry.  Good luck in the Playoffs. 
  


