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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 10, 2019      
 
RICH BEEM  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  It's been a while since you had a non-PGA Championship Tour start.  
 
RICH BEEM:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How was it out there today?  Obviously picking up like old times. 
 
RICH BEEM:  I wish I was this good back in the old times, are you kidding me?  I don't think 
I played this good towards the end of my career, there's no doubt.  No, it was nerve 
wracking.  I mean, I can't say I was ever fully comfortable out there, you know.  I hit some 
good shots, but I think that every shot grabs my attention, no doubt about it, just like in the 
PGA every year.   
 
So not playing full time, it's not easy.  You've got to get out there and you think you're going 
to do okay, but listen, it's just -- my biggest asset is mentally, I get to watch the best players 
in the world in a week-in, week-out basis and I kind of see how they manage their games.  
That's helped me more than anything because I can honestly say I've still got about four or 
five different swing thoughts and I'm trying to figure out which one's the best one out there.   
 
It's just about managing the game, hitting the shots that I know I can hit, finding some 
greens and roll a putt or two in, which is what I did today.  You shoot 69, which to me is 
simply incredible.  I never expected this, not by a long shot.  
 
Q.  So what was the connection?  Obviously you're playing on a sponsor's exemption.  
How is the connection to the Houston Open? 
 
RICH BEEM:  I live in Austin, two and a half hours away, and I've always loved the Houston 
Open, I've always loved this golf course, and I know the tournament director, Colby 
Callaway, very well.  So I wrote him a letter probably in July and just kind of kept in touch.  
He literally surprised me a week ago Tuesday and said "you're in."   
 
I never expected to be here, to be fair.  I knew that I was -- I think at the time I checked I was 
like 14 out, but I never expected to tee it up.  When I got the call from him, I literally was in 
shock.  I had just come back from a two-week stint over at the BMW PGA at Dunhill Links 
where I played one round of golf and that was it.  So I had my clubs with me, but it was too 
cold.  It was too cold and the weather was too crappy as usual.  So I just left the clubs in the 
hotel and just, you know, went out and like everybody else in town, drank beer and enjoyed 
my time in St. Andrews.   
 
But as I said, mentally, I don't find it as tough, it's just the physical part where I just don't 
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know if I'm going to hit a foul ball, hit a Phil Mickelson special every once in a while.  I 
managed everything very well today.  Like I said, I'm surprised, there's no doubt about it.  
But listen, I know that I can still play the game.  I'm much more lenient with myself these 
days than I was when I was a player, so I think that's a huge asset.  
  


