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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2019      
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Here with the 2019 Volunteers of America Classic winner fresh off the 
green, Cheyenne Knight.  I have to start, Cheyenne, I need to know what you were feeling 
as you were walking up to 18 green. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I was trying not to think about it too much.  I figured I had a 
one-shot lead over Brit, but I kind of kept my head down.  When I saw that she putted out 
and no one cheered, I didn't know what that was for, I didn't know if it was for birdie or par.   
 
Me and my caddie were just playing smart.  Right in front of the green, like if you go long on 
18, long left is dead.  I was just really trying to control my nerves and not think about too 
much where I stood and just treat that hole like any other hole, because if I start thinking 
about what this means and stuff, that just kind of clogs up my brain and can't perform to my 
expectations. 
 
MODERATOR:  So what was the mindset heading into the round in the first place knowing 
you were going to be in the final grouping?  You said since Indy you kind of found something 
in your swing.  Were you just focusing on that the entire time?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, just keep focusing on what I've been doing.  Me and my 
caddie just like talked in the cart and I was like, hey, if I get nervous, I tend to get quiet.  So 
we talked about football a lot today, a lot about college football.   
 
And yeah, so I had just the same mindset, keep playing smart.  It was the windiest today as 
it was and I think that was in my advantage because I'm from Texas and I know how to play 
in the wind.  So just take my opportunities when I can and that's like, I mean, a lot of 
fairways and greens and like, yeah, just keep it simple. 
 
MODERATOR:  As you went through your round, were you one of those people to look at 
the leaderboard or were you just focused on your own game?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I think it definitely helped playing with Jaye and the leaders so 
I knew what she was doing.  So I looked at the board I guess on 14 and I saw Brit was 
making a move.  Played with her yesterday.  She's a great player, I look up to her a lot.  So I 
saw that and I figured you just have to birdie 17.  I saw I think she parred or something, I 
don't know what she did.  But yeah, that birdie on 17, like 15-footer, that really gave me the 
cushion going into 18. 
 
MODERATOR:  Take me back to the emotions as the last putt dropped and seeing your 
family and friends on the side there.  What was that like for you?  
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CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Oh, yeah, I was nervous, my hands were shaking.  I just kept 
breathing.  And seeing my family and friends, them just being so emotional, I just let it go.  I 
was really nervous on the back nine and like just everything poured out.  Yeah, having that 
support, it was awesome.  And when, yeah, I lagged it up there close and people were 
screaming, I looked at my caddie and I was like, What did Brit do?  He said she made 
bogey, so I knew that for sure.  So that gave that three-footer like a little bit more, it wasn't 
too difficult. 
 
MODERATOR:  So as soon as the putt goes in, how are you feeling now to be able to call 
yourself an LPGA Tour winner?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  It's incredible.  Yeah, I talked a lot this week about, yeah, I mean, I 
was planning on going to Pinehurst in two and a half weeks, getting ready for that.  I was just 
telling myself like last week in Indy, I like really felt good, really felt confident.  I was just 
trying to get good mojo going back for Q-School.   
 
Yeah, I mean, after that putt dropped, LPGA winner, and in my rookie year, yeah, not 
knowing how much status I was going to have is just incredible.  I don't think it's really sunk 
in yet, but always having that with me, my first LPGA win in my home state, it means more to 
me than anything. 
 
MODERATOR:  I was going to say, in your home state.  You qualified for this event when 
you were a freshman at Alabama and here you are winning it just a few short years later.  
What does it mean to win this event in general?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Oh, wow.  Yeah, Volunteers of America, this is my first LPGA debut 
really back in college.  I can't thank them enough for all that they've done for this 
tournament, the LPGA.  Back then it was two cuts, so I mean that then it was really good for 
me as a freshman in college to make both cuts. 
 
Yeah, just, I mean, I'm just speechless really.  This tournament, like such a good 
tournament, how they put it on.  So many fans out there.  So yeah, it's great. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up to questions. 
 
Q.  Coming in here, you knew you had to play well, no ties, which is even more 
pressure.  Last night or this morning or whenever you started a game plan, did you 
think about, I just want to focus on that top-5, or did you think, you know what, I can 
win this thing and I've won tournaments before?  What was your mindset? 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I wanted to win.  I think like literally a month ago, I mean, I 
was really in a dark spot after Portland.  I remember walking off the green just so upset after 
I missed the cut.  I just like told myself to go back to the basics and just what I did so well in 
college and amateur golf.  Yeah, I told myself I won four times in college, it's no different.  I 
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mean, it's 18 holes of golf and I know I can play out here.   
 
And so yeah, my mindset was winning the tournament.  But I knew if I didn't win, I was going 
to be okay, and if something crazy happened where I didn't get top-5, I was going to be 
okay, too.  So I thought of every possible outcome and I knew I was going to be like fine with 
that, but yeah, I was playing to win today. 
 
Q.  On nine and 10 you chipped in.  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Describe both of those, and at what point during both chips did you think it was 
going to go in?  And I guess the way, two angles, so you couldn't use the flat stick, 
you had to chip it, is that right? 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah.  So last tournament in Indy I chipped in twice for par, and I've 
already had two chip-ins already this week.  So on nine I debated putting it, but I was just 
like going through too much of fringe and I was like, you know, I've been chipping it well.  I 
mean, I hit my spot just how I wanted to and it was perfect. 
 
And then 10 I was kind of in between clubs.  I took the shorter one and the wind just kind of 
knocked it down.  Yeah, on 10 that was just, I mean, you have to laugh about that.  I mean, 
two chip-ins in a row?  The chip on 10 I thought was just going to be a tap-in like right on the 
edge, but it broke at the last minute in.  Yeah, I mean, no picture on the scorecard, but two 
birdies in a row, which I think definitely changed the momentum for me. 
 
Q.  Especially on 8 when Green missed that little putt, that would have given her a 
three-stroke lead.  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah.  Jaye played great today, but I think her missing on 8 was big 
because we got -- we were tied.  I mean, what was I, yeah, one stroke behind after 10 and, I 
mean, I could have been three or four like behind if I didn't make those.  So I think that was 
definitely a momentum changer.  And after she bogeyed 12 -- no, 11 and 12 and I just told 
myself to keep my foot on the gas, like not let up.  
 
Q.  Stay aggressive? 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yes, stay aggressive, yeah.  
 
Q.  Can you talk about hooking up with your caddie and kind of what that -- 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- relationship's been like.  Obviously it's very effective.  
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CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, Brian.  Yeah, Brian Mahoney.  So Reynolds Robinson, he 
caddied for me at final stage of Q-School.  Loved working with him, but he already had plans 
to do the men's tour this year.  So didn't really have a caddie, and that's probably been one 
of the hardest things this year for me is having a caddie because I'm not used to having a 
caddie.  My rookie year on Symetra Tour last year I just pushed my push cart.   
 
So I called Reynolds.  I was like, hey, do you know of someone who can work for me the last 
two tournaments and possibly Q-School, and he's like, Brian's my number one guy.  He's a 
great -- he's a great person, first and foremost, and a great caddie.   
 
Met him at Indy and I was like, I mean, the practice rounds at Indy I was really struggling and 
I was like, look, it's been like a really like hard year for me and I was like, but we're just going 
to push through it.  Wednesday night on the range I found something that clicked and he 
was there and he's like, you're hitting it good.  I was like, yeah.  I mean, we're just going to 
go with it.  Like, I may not hit every shot perfect because it's a little bit new, but we're just 
going to stay positive.  He's so calm on the course, just so -- yeah, just like not high and low.  
I mean, if I make a birdie, we'll give a little fist bump, but it's like right to the next shot with 
him.  Yeah, he's just a great guy, even better person.  Yeah, he told me that this was going 
to be my week, so all to him. 
 
Q.  He said that when he got to this course that he knew you could win on it because 
it was firm and fast, kind of fit your game.  Is that true? 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I mean, I've always loved this golf course.  It requires you to 
stay extremely disciplined.  And I'm not a bomber, but I know I can hit the shots well.  Firm 
and fast, small greens is like what I usually play well on.  You know, he's like, it sets up 
really good for you.  And yeah, I mean, that's what -- I thought it, too.   
 
So just having him, and I trust his opinion a lot.  Whenever I was in between clubs, he just 
kind of was like, hey, bud, we don't need to go long here, let's just take -- like on the last 
hole, he's like -- I'm like, my adrenaline's pumping.  He's like, let's just stay short because 
the last thing you want to do is go long.  So just having someone there that kind of keeps me 
level headed and not go too far ahead of myself is really great. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think one more question as we wrap it up here in Texas.  Clearly emotions 
are running high with you.  You said you had a second caddie out there with you.  Did you 
feel your brother out there today with you on the course?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  For sure.  And I think like, yeah, I felt like he was a second caddie 
and a guardian angel right there with me.  When I was getting nervous, I just like took a 
deep breath and I thought of Brandon.  And I know that he's so proud of me.   
 
I remember like, let's see, in -- yeah, last year at the National Championship I had a 
two-stroke lead going into the back nine and didn't win because I got way too far ahead of 
myself.  After I made a bogey, I got really aggressive.   
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So like today I was just focusing on staying in the present, you know, just like not get too far 
ahead of myself.  But I think also like that perspective that my brother was there with me and 
that, you know, like because in the National Championship I think I wanted it too much 
because it was Oklahoma, where he passed away.   
 
But today, I mean, I just, I was fine with whatever outcome there was, so yeah.  And a back 
nine 33, yeah, that's my favorite number.  I mean, it's on my yardage book right there so I 
look at it before every shot.  Yeah, it's just incredible.  
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Thank you everyone so much and congratulations again. 
  


