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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 3, 2019      
 
AMY OLSON 
 
 
Q.  A great opening round, a 65, which is your lowest opening round of the season.  
Which was clicking so well for you? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, I didn't get myself really in much trouble and the putter was working.  
These greens can be a little tough because sometimes the grain doesn't match the slope 
perfectly, so trying to read them can be a bit of a challenge, but it was fun to see some putts 
go in the hole. 
 
Q.  How about the adjustments you've had to make with how this course is playing 
this year, so dry and fast? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Well, I didn't play last year, so this is my first time seeing it.  It definitely is dry 
and fast.  There were a couple bunkers that didn't necessarily come into play when I was 
playing the back part of the tee in the practice round, so I had to make a couple of 
adjustments on the fly.  But I was trying to feel it out. 
 
Q.  Tom Abbott and everyone in the booth is talking about your baking skills.  They 
want to know what your specialties are and if you have any cookies planned for the 
football team? 
 
AMY OLSON:  You know, I change it up, but chocolate chip cookies is probably my favorite, 
some brownies, the peanut butter temptations, the Reese's Cup with the peanut butter 
inside.  I try to change them up, though, so they don't get bored.  
 
Q.  You can experiment on us anytime you want.  
 
AMY OLSON:  I need a kitchen. 
 
Q.  Here with Amy Olson after shooting a first round 65.  I mean, after last year -- you 
said this is your first year this year at this golf course.  What was the strategy out 
there? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah.  Well, I got to see it early this week and it was playing a little bit 
different.  I played the back part of every tee and some of the tees were moved up, so there 
were some bunkers that had to adjust for that came into play.  But honestly, I just didn't get 
myself in any trouble and made quite a few putts.  So that's always fun when the flat stick is 
working. 
 
Q.  This is a wonderful community hosting this VOA Classic here.  What is it about 
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Texas that you're really enjoying about this tournament? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Well, I always love Texas, it's one of my favorite places to come.  It's a little 
bit warm, a little warmer than I'm used to right now, especially from North Dakota, so just 
trying to stay hydrated and cool in the heat. 
 
Q.  You had a great opening round also at Indy Women in Tech with a 66 there.  What 
have you been finding in your game recently that's been able to put you over the top? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Things have just been clicking as far as I just haven't gotten myself in a lot of 
trouble and the putter's really been working.  I would say that's the main thing.  Usually my 
ball-striking is pretty solid, so if the putter starts working, that's always fun. 
 
Honestly, I took a few weeks off kind of during Solheim and just rested and I think that's 
really what I needed at this point in the season. 
 
Q.  And now going into the second round tomorrow, what is it going to take to 
continue being up there on the top of the leaderboard? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Well, usually afternoons play a little bit tougher, so I'll just have to be really 
patient.  I think that's going to be the thing.  Greens will really firm up, so the biggest thing is 
just not trying to make too much happen. 
 
Q.  I just wanted to ask you a little bit about what are some of the -- what holes do you 
consider like key holes to get through to avoid trouble and stuff like that? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah.  So I can't even recall a lot of the holes right now because I only saw 
each once, nine holes on Tuesday and nine holes in the pro-am.  I just know that the 
par 5s -- par 3s, I'm sorry, I want to think it's like hole 14 or something, I actually figured it 
out today.  It's a par 3, but it's a long par 3 kind of into the wind.  That one I just kind of noted 
as hit the green, two-putt, walk away, and I happened to drain a long putt, which is really 
nice.  I think the par 3s are really challenging out here because they are long and a lot of 
them are into the wind. 
 
Q.  And I know you didn't play it last year --  
 
AMY OLSON:  Right. 
 
Q.  -- but is this course really made to be played firm and fast?  Are there particular 
difficulties, challenges that you face when conditions are like that? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah.  One of the challenges of it, because it's Bermuda, if you ever get in a 
position where you're downhill, down grain and you're short-sided, it's a really tough shot to 
hit an approach to or to chip to.  So you really have to watch when it gets firm to actually 
leave yourself into the grain, which usually follows the slope.  And if you do that, you're fine, 
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but it's really challenging to get downhill, down grain. 
 
Q.  And a lot of times people just get so caught up in the Xs and Os.  How much does 
taking a break, can it really help you, because obviously you're playing relaxed. 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, it depends where your game's at, it depends maybe what you need.  
There's the times where you just have your grind sessions on the range and you're making 
swing changes and you have to do that.  But I think the hard thing is sometimes knowing 
when to back off that, because there are always things to improve and I'll be the first to 
admit that.   
 
So for me, the weather kind of dictated it, not playing Solheim dictated it a little bit, and also 
my husband's a linebacker coach and they needed treats, so I did a little baking in the off 
weeks.  It was fun to shift gears and kind of change my mindset a little bit. 
  


