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CHRISTINA LANCE:  We have Mark Harrison, executive director and CEO of the Northern 
Texas PGA, All-American Tour; Stacy Dennis up here, executive director of the Texas Golf 
Association and the Legends Junior Tour; and then on the end there is Brooke Lee, who is 
the Volunteers of America Classic tournament director here to discuss something new that 
we're going to have happening with the sponsor exemption for next year.   
 
So Stacy, I want to start with you.  Can you just discuss the Legends Tour and what is the 
junior golf alumnus?  
 
STACY DENNIS:  Sure.  We started -- we formed this relationship between the Texas Golf 
Association, the Northern Texas PGA, Southern Texas PGA all the way back in 2005.  Over 
the years that's evolved and deepened really to just try and provide opportunities for great 
young players to have access to competition in their area at their relevant level of ability. 
 
So we've got outstanding tours in south Texas and north Texas, the All-American, the 
Prestige Tour.  Kids have an opportunity to play kind of right in their backyard against great 
players in their regions and then work their way up to participation at the Legends Junior 
Tour.   
 
We feel like the Legends Junior Tour is sort of top of the pyramid.  It's aspirational for kids 
that are playing through their local tours and that's kind of proven out.  We see, you know, 
college golf team rosters all over America are filled with graduates from the Legends Junior 
Tour.  We've got rookies on the LPGA Tour this year that have come through our events, 
Kristen Gillman and Cheyenne Knight have all played with their local tours and with the 
Legends Junior Tour.   
 
So providing kids access to elite level competition right here in the state is something that 
we're deeply committed to.  We feel like if you can play and compete and achieve against 
the best players in Texas, then you can compete anywhere.  I think we have an opportunity 
to prove that again and that's super exciting. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  For Brooke real quick, can you kind of explain how this partnership 
came about and what this means for the VOA Classic? 
 
BROOKE LEE:  Absolutely.  I know even before Octagon took the tournament over, we've 
always had a partnership with you guys.  We were talking the last few years on how can we 
make this a more strategic partnership and how can we build the excitement and grow the 
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game for young girls.  So we sat down and had several conversations of what that meant 
and we came up with this awesome plan that we really feel is going to do that for us. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  And I guess I will throw it to you, Mark.  What is this awesome plan? 
 
MARK HARRISON:  Yeah.  So it's the Volunteers of America Classic Match Play 
Championship.  We are going to have seven representatives from the Legends Junior Tour, 
one from the Houston Golf Association, four from the NTPGA's All-American Tour and four 
from the STPGA's Prestige Tour.   
 
So basically throughout the course of next year, you're going to qualify for this Match Play 
Championship that will be held at Old American Golf Club a couple weeks before the 
tournament, and the champion, whether coming from the left side of the bracket or the right 
side of the bracket, will earn an exemption into the tournament, which is, like Stacy said, 
fantastic for young ladies aspiring to play at the highest level and we're honored to partner 
with you all.  
 
BROOKE LEE:  Absolutely, likewise.  It's going to be exciting.  I'm excited to see it. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Mark, for you, how did the idea of having a match play championship 
come about on your side?  
 
MARK HARRISON:  Yeah.  So obviously with the alliance partners that we have, we've got 
four partners, and instead of it being under just one umbrella, that's actually what it is, it's a 
partnership.  We want to provide everybody in the state of Texas the opportunity to be able 
to compete and play, and as Stacy said, if you can compete and play at the highest level 
here in Texas, you can pretty much do it anywhere. 
 
Yeah, we didn't want it to be just an NTPGA event or an STPGA event or a Legends Tour 
event; we want to encompass all the alliance partners within the state of Texas, so we're 
super excited. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Stacy, what about this (inaudible) and this match play championship 
do you think makes it unique and kind of different from any other tournament that we have 
on tour. 
 
STACY DENNIS:  Well, I love the fact that it's part of our state-wide Alliance.  I love the fact 
that there's several ways to play your way into the qualifying event.  You can win and play 
great on the All-American Tour or the Prestige Tour or the Legends Tour.  If you play 
consistently well on any of those three series, you have an opportunity to get in the field. 
 
And I think the things that make it especially unique is that, I mean, some young woman is 
going to tee it up on the LPGA Tour.  They're going to tee it up against absolutely the best 
players in the world and they're going to earn their way into that opportunity by playing well 
amongst their peers across the state.  I mean, that is unique and outstanding, the kind of 
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thing that would inspire any kid to do what it takes to take their game to the next level.  It's 
so fun.  
 
BROOKE LEE:  Yeah, and I'm just going to jump in real quick.  So Mike King, CEO of 
Volunteers of America, he is very passion about growing the game for young women, and 
this partnership, when we brought it to him and talked to him about it, he's super excited and 
super thrilled to have this.   
 
So again, we're excited to see the young women get the experience and get out here and do 
well.  Yeah, it's going to be great. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I guess this can be open to all of you, but what do you think this 
match play championship and this series will do to promote and help the game inside of 
Texas?  
 
STACY DENNIS:  Well, it's a unique -- I mean, sort of maybe not an opportunity of a 
lifetime, but probably the first opportunity like this that some of these young women will 
have.  Most of these participants will have an opportunity to play collegiate golf and play 
amateur golf at an elite level.  Most of them have aspirations of playing professionally.  To 
get a firsthand shoulder-to-shoulder look at that and to be able to do it through their local 
tours, they don't have to travel all the way across the country every other weekend.  They 
have the opportunity right in their own backyard to earn this chance.  I can't imagine a young 
girl with those aspirations not wanting to sign up for everything they can and do whatever 
they can do to make it into this field.  
 
BROOKE LEE:  Absolutely. 
 
MARK HARRISON:  Yeah, I was just going to say I think it's going to aspire younger kids, 
too.  They're going to see these young ladies, they might be 15, 16, 17 who may qualify for 
this LPGA event.  Yeah, it's going to inspire them to play a little bit like Drive, Chip & Putt 
does with Augusta National.  If you have an opportunity to play and compete at Augusta the 
Sunday before the tournament, it's just amazing, and the same thing with what they've done 
with the women's invitational there. 
 
We're all trying to do the right thing to promote and grow the game and we're excited to 
partner with you all to be able to do that here in Texas.  
 
BROOKE LEE:  Likewise.  I mean, they said it. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I'll open it up.  Does anyone have any questions? 
 
Q.  How do you qualify?  How are people going to qualify for the match play field?  
How is that going to work? 
 
MARK HARRISON:  Yeah, so I can speak for the Prestige and the All-American Tour.  
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Essentially, we'll each have four spots and it's likely we'll use four separate tournaments in 
southern Texas and four separate tournaments in northern Texas over the course of the 
spring and early summer with the winner of the girls division earning an exemption to the 
match play championship that will afford them the opportunity to maybe earn the spot into 
the tournament itself. 
 
Q.  So how they do in tournaments here in the spring? 
 
MARK HARRISON:  Yeah, spring and summer, spring and early summer.  Basically, you're 
going to have to win an All-American Tour event to secure one of the 16 spots into the 
tournament.   
 
I know Stacy's going to have a slightly different qualifying criteria.  The HGA will probably 
select one event and the winners of the ladies division there will earn a spot as well. 
 
STACY DENNIS:  For the Legends Junior Tour, our plan is to award an exemption to the 
winner of the State Junior and the State Girls Invitational, and the remaining spots will be 
filled by rankings in our Player of the Year point standings.  So that would award consistent 
play over the course of the series, and not just on our tour but in participation in the northern 
and southern Texas PGA Tour as well.   
 
So we hope that over the course of the summer -- we're sure that over the course of the 
summer those two winners and then the Player of the Year rankings will sift out the absolute 
best players and make sure that the opportunity goes to the best ones.   
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I guess I'll wrap it up, Brooke, by just asking you kind of what do you 
see with the future of this type of partnership and what you hope for next year with the match 
play championship and then the sponsor exemption? 
 
BROOKE LEE:  Yeah, absolutely.  I think any way that we can become strategic partners 
and both work towards the same goal.  What we're excited about is seeing all the young 
women come out and compete, getting to play at Old American, to compete against each 
other, get out here.  And then for the tournament itself and then for the future, I really feel 
like it's going to become something that they all talk about, that they all aspire to be a part of.  
So we're proud to be a part of that and to help grow the game.  
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  All right.  Well, thank you guys for coming out here and telling us 
about the exciting new event for next year. 
  


