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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 27, 2019      
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Big move on day number two for you, Justin.  What changed to go from 71 to then 
64? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Not a lot, to be honest.  I mean, obviously I got off to such a bad start 
yesterday that, I mean, you can't really expect that great of a round when you're 3 over 
through 10 on this golf course. 
 
No, I drove it relatively well.  I hit a couple loose drives there at the end, felt like I had some 
opportunities to maybe give myself some more chances the last four holes or so, but no, I 
just stayed patient.  I putted well yesterday, just didn't make anything.  The greens were very 
bumpy and I told myself that I knew I was going to get fresh greens this morning and I just 
took advantage of it. 
 
Q.  Mentally making that eagle putt yesterday to finish at 1 under given the start, how 
big was that to set yourself up for round number two? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it helped.  It's a big deal I think to all of us anytime you can shoot 
an under-par round, especially if you get off to a bad start or if you don't have your best stuff 
because it does a lot for you if you can salvage a 1 or 2 under when you're not playing very 
well.  So it was very nice going in today. 
 
Q.  With the goals that you had laid out, you had mentioned that trying to win in the 
fall is something big to carry yourself into 2020.  How close do you think your game is 
where it needs to be going into the weekend? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  My game's where it needs to be.  I'm playing plenty well enough to win 
this tournament, I just need to go execute.  I need to tighten some things up here and there.  
But I drove the ball very well the last two days, and again, my putter feels good in my hands.  
I need to be a little bit more precise with my irons and my short irons for my standards, I feel 
like.  But no, I'm playing plenty well enough, it's just about executing and actually doing it.  
 
Q.  How hard of a shot was that for you on five?  You reached the green in two on the 
five-par, but what was your distance and what did you hit from that -- 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  We had 190 to the hole or 191, that's what we figured.  It was kind of a 
guess, but that's what we figured.  I hit an 8-iron.  It was a jumper lie.  It wasn't -- it was hard 
to hit it on the green, but it wasn't that hard to make a 4.  Being a short iron, I didn't have any 
trees in my way, it was going to get over it.  I was on an upslope.  The hardest part was just 
getting it online with it that far below my feet and kind of making sure I caught it solid when I 
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did.   
 
When it was in the air, I told Jimmy, I'm like, it's on the right line, I just don't know how far it's 
going to go.  Yeah, that was something where we kind of guessed right, I guess, if you will. 
 
Q.  Do you like your chances heading into tomorrow and Sunday here after putting 
together a great, great round of golf today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah.  I'm playing well, I'm doing all the things I need to do.  I need to 
get a little bit better in a couple spots.  No, I'm just glad that I had a good day today to put 
myself in a lot better position than I was after yesterday. 
 
Q.  Were the conditions ideal out there today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, they were good.  The biggest thing is the greens.  The greens 
were just so bumpy yesterday afternoon.  I really felt like I putted beautifully to miss 
everything that I looked at other than 18.  The fresh greens this morning was a big 
difference.  I just tried to stay patient over yesterday.   
 
But yeah, the hardest part is judging the greens because they have a little bit of 
inconsistency in terms of some bounce and some kind of plug and spin.  It's just kind of 
about guessing and paying attention to your opponents and the shots they hit in. 
 
Q.  Justin, what was your reaction to what Tony did yesterday? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It was awesome.  I texted him last night.  I said, you know, way to go, 
like go get 'em tomorrow.  You know, I got asked some questions yesterday when I finished 
about him and I remember playing in tournaments as an amateur.  It's different but it's the 
same in terms of I was competitive then and he's -- he's very competitive; obviously in a 
different sport, but he's not coming here to just shoot 78-78 and have a great experience.  
He knows he's good enough to play well.   
 
I hope he plays well today, it would be unbelievable for the tournament and for him.  I mean, 
I would say that would be up there in any terms of football accomplishments he has.  Yeah, 
I'm excited for him and happy for him and hope he plays well today. 
 
Q.  Justin, what a gorgeous round of golf, 8 under par.  It just looked like the hole 
must have seemed like a bush basket to you, especially on the front nine.  Talk a little 
bit how you like this golf course and how it is coming back as your first event of the 
year. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, as crazy as it is, I felt very similar with my putter today as 
yesterday.  It's just the greens were a lot better this morning than yesterday afternoon and I 
was burning a lot of edges, hit a lot of good putts, so I just tried to stay positive.  My eye line 
got a little off yesterday and it was a lot better today, so that kind of got rid of some of those 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

3 

right misses.  Yeah, I hit a lot of very average to mediocre wedge shots that I was able to 
capitalize with the putts, so it's just kind of one of those days I got away with stuff. 
 
Q.  Twenty-three putts, that certainly helps.  Talk a little bit about your ball-striking 
because it seemed to me like your driver was really good, some of the wedges.  You 
almost got yourself a little too close.  Did you feel like that a few times? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Not really.  I mean, holes like one, we discussed hitting driver, 3-wood 
or 5-wood but I felt like with the pin where it was, I could hit driver and I could land it kind of 
in the upslope.  I landed that one about five yards too far.   
 
You know, the greens out here have a little bit of inconsistency in terms of the firmness and 
softness.  Some kind of stick and then some bounce.  So holes that we maybe judged it 
incorrectly kind of, you know, hurt us or made us look even worse.  Yeah, just going to grab 
some lunch and try to go tighten up on that a little bit. 
 
Q.  Justin, always nice when a plan comes together.  I felt your confidence yesterday 
walking off after that eagle, you knew that 64 was certainly possible today. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I know that you can go low out here.  It's a course that it's very 
short, the ball goes quite a long way with how firm it is, but because of how firm it is, you 
have to get it in the fairway and really have the correct angles into the greens, and I felt like I 
did a pretty good job of that today.  You know, holes where you sometimes can hit it in the 
rough is sometimes better than the left side of the fairway or something like that.  I obviously 
made a lot of putts today, got away with some average iron shots. 
 
Q.  You said you saw something yesterday maybe in the eye of your putter, how you 
were looking at the line.  Over seven shots difference gained on the putting green for 
you today.  How big did the hole look for you out there? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It looked the same as it did yesterday.  I hit a lot of good putts 
yesterday, it's just the greens.  Poa annua's not very good in the afternoon and it was very, 
very bumpy.  I felt I had a lot of putts that would have gone in on good greens that just kind 
of bounced out.  I just kept reminding myself of that because I was hitting good putts, they 
were rolling nicely, just wasn't going in.   
 
Yeah, yesterday my eye line was pointing a little right and sometimes that kind of causes a 
bit of a push and I missed a lot of putts just right yesterday.  But today was a lot better and I 
just continued to stay patient and positive and made a lot more. 
 
Q.  Knowing that they finally fall for you, what does that do for you confidence-wise 
for the weekend? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's great.  I felt good with my putter the last week or so.  I've been 
practicing a lot, I've been playing a lot at home and it's been feeling good in my hands.  I 
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just, I need to wedge it a lot better.  I feel like I had a lot of chances where I could have 
wedged it closer.  I got away with it with some putts today, but as firm as these greens are, 
you have to hit your numbers perfectly.  There's a couple times where I missed them by 
three or four, but with the wind the way it was and where it was landing, that's a 40-foot 
difference.  So I have to tighten that up this weekend. 
 
Q.  A little work to do today, but you get the afternoon off.  Any exploration activities 
when you're up here in the valleys? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No, no, I'm just going to rest.  I'll grab some lunch and I'll go practice a 
little bit.  I'll get a workout in this afternoon.  I'll just hang out and take it easy.  It was a pretty 
quick turnaround from last night, so I'm going to get some rest. 
  


