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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 27, 2019      
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Bryson DeChambeau here at the Safeway Open, bogey free through 36 holes.  
Before we get to the streak, what were the keys today to tie the low round with a 64? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, I made a couple good putts, that was obviously awesome, 
and I struck it a lot better than I did yesterday.  Played really well.  I scrapped it around, I got 
it in at 4 under, and then knew today if I could go work on my swing like I did yesterday and 
come out and feel comfortable like I did today, I'd come out and shoot a low number. 
 
Just keeping it in the fairway, make sure we're hitting in the right parts of the greens.  
Honestly, the key to my play this last couple days has been my wedge play, surprisingly.  
We switched to these new shafts and they're working incredibly well.  They're super stiff.  
We call them Texas re-bar and it's really helped because the length of my clubs is a little 
longer, it flexes more usually, so I have to get something a little stiffer in there.  That's been 
the key for me is my wedge play, so that's been really awesome. 
 
Q.  When did you get a gauge that your wedge play would be the catalyst for now 
what's been two straight days without a bogey? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, I've always been a great ball-striker off the tee, a relatively 
good ball-striker off the tee, and I've been working for the past two, three years -- I mean, 
since college trying to get my wedging better.   
 
Finally, this past week we just tried some shafts in my wedges on the range on Monday, 
Tuesday and I was like, oh, my gosh, this is a completely different me.  I don't feel like I have 
the inconsistency of it falling right, falling left.  It's just falling straight with consistent spin.  
That's honestly what gave me the confidence to go out there and shoot a low number and 
be confident that I could lay up and hit it close. 
 
Q.  Last fall you won the Shriners.  You had that stretch where you had three wins in 
five PGA TOUR starts.  Now you're getting ready for your fourth season embarking on 
the PGA TOUR.  Where would you say you're at with the maturation of your golf game 
to this point? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  The golf game?  I feel like I'm a completely different person than 
I was the first year coming out here.  I was struggling to make cuts, I missed 14 in a row and 
I just didn't know if I'd be playing on Tour or not.  I had some great support behind me and 
was able to say, hey, look, you can do this.  You've obviously done a lot of great things in 
your amateur career and you've done some decent things in your professional career, young 
career that you have, so just go work on it, keep working on it.  So I worked on it and came 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

up with a couple cool ideas that have worked beautifully these last couple years. 
 
I've had some struggles, some times with difficulty and people saying this, people saying 
that.  I've done some things I shouldn't have, but it's about growing up and learning how to 
be a true professional.  That's what I think I'm doing and will keep striving to do.  That's 
what's most important out here is doing your absolute best and that's what I'm trying to do. 
 
Q.  One of those days that a PGA TOUR professional dreams of, you were accurate off 
the tee, really good touch with your irons and able to marry line and speed on the 
greens.  Tell me about the day.   
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, it was a great day out there.  It's always fun to come out 
and play to the potential you know you can.  You know, on the greens, they got a little 
bumpy this afternoon, but they're still rolling nice enough to make some putts obviously, and 
I was able to control my line, control my speed and have a couple of them drop in, which is 
great.   
 
And then my wedge play and iron play were pretty good and they're going to keep getting 
better, and that's what's fun.  As the week progresses, I feel like I just keep getting better 
usually when I'm playing well.  So that's always fun.  Going to go work a little bit more on my 
driving and a little bit more on the wedge play and dial it in for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  See, I think your wedge play has really progressed as your PGA Tour career has 
progressed.  Tell me a little bit, I can't go through all the birdies, but that birdie you 
had on six, the par 4, that was such a beautiful putt.  That may have been 10 feet of 
break in it. 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Oh, my goodness, yeah.  So I hit a little 9-iron, hit it left, I was in 
the rough, and yeah, it played about nine feet to the left.  It's just one of those where you 
kind of have to hit it hard enough to get over the slope and let it trickle down the fall line, and 
I did that beautifully.  Once I saw it go down the fall line on that other slope, I knew it was 
going in and it was pretty fun to watch it. 
 
Q.  You're nine for nine scrambling this week, you're bogey free, but the par you made 
on the ninth hole, pretty good there.  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, that was a weird one.  I flared it right with my 3-wood and 
wasn't really expecting that.  I just kind of got my right wrist bent too much and flared out to 
the right.  I got lucky I was still -- it was still playable.  I didn't really have much of a shot.   
 
I tried to get relief off of the cart path, but that didn't work because it was in the hazard.  So 
my only option was to play it right of the bunker or hit it in the bunker, and I felt like if I could 
get it on the upslope, I could get it up and down.  And I was fortunate to get on the upslope 
and hit it a little hard, and luckily it hit the pin and made a seven-footer. 
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Q.  Your thoughts about playing on the weekend now? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Again, if I can ball-strike it like I know I can and I have a couple 
putts rolling, it's going to be a fun weekend for me. 
 
Q.  Bryson, what kind of changed when you made the turn today?  You kind of kicked 
into high gear? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, I kept giving myself opportunities.  Felt like all day on the 
front nine I was giving myself some good opportunities, they just weren't falling.  No. 1, 
almost made a putt.  No. 2, it was a little far away but felt like I rolled it really well.  No. 3, 
rolled it really well, just missed it barely.  No. 4, bad iron shot.   
 
Then once I had that 65, 70-footer on five and I two-putted, I was like okay, I feel like I'm 
getting a little more comfortable.  And then the putt on six, making that putt just kind of 
moved it forward for me.  As I got to the back nine I was just keeping it rolling and I just 
happened to fall my way in, percentages went my way that time. 
 
Q.  You mentioned some of the noise kind of affecting you in recent months.  How 
much of that traces back to the Northern Trust and the slow play stuff? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Oh, yeah, obviously that's a factor, but there's data out there 
now that shows that I am not the slowest player at all by any means.  You know, as it goes 
to it, I'm always trying to get better.  Everybody can say what they want to say.  I'm always 
going to try and do my absolute best to get better in every facet.   
 
So it has been a little difficult the past couple months, but fresh start, new season.  Quite 
honestly, I haven't heard anything about it, which is awesome.  It's nice.  The spectators, the 
people out here are awesome and I love this atmosphere.  I'm close to home and there's a 
lot of great people and a lot of great support behind me, so for that I'm thankful. 
 
Q.  What's the data you're referring to, the data that you're not that slow?  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, the PGA TOUR has it.  I've seen it.  I don't know if I can 
disclose any of it.  I'm not going to, unfortunately, but I'm definitely not in the top 10 percent.  
I'm not close to that.  That's from Shotlink data, we have that.  So I can say that, I know I can 
say that without a shadow of a doubt. 
 
Q.  Bryson, when did you make the change in shafts and how much work did you get 
in? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I changed it on Monday.  I'm looking forward to going probably 
the full set like that because that's the best performing shafts I've ever felt.  I mean, the ball 
flight goes dead straight.  It's L.A. Golf shafts and they made a prototype wedge shaft.  It's a 
graphite; super, super stiff.  It's the stiffest shaft you can find.  I mean, you can't even almost 
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bend it, it's so stiff.   
 
So there's not as much lead deflection, which increases dynamic loft, which that's where I 
get into trouble where a lot of other guys don't have to because their clubs are shorter and it 
just actually plays stiffer because it's a shorter length. 
 
Q.  So you still are kind of adjusting to it? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, yeah, because there's certain shots, like on 17 today I 
wasn't comfortable with hitting a full 50-degree, it was a little too far away and I didn't know 
how much it was going to spin, how firm it was.  I hit it really good, it went right on my line 
exactly where I wanted it to.  Just landed a couple short and ripped really hard.   
 
I've got to get used to that because certainly in the 50, 60-yard shots, they aren't spinning as 
much.  Like on 16 today I hit it and I landed exactly where I wanted to and it just kept rolling 
out.  It was obviously over a crown, tough shot. 
 
Q.  When you've had a few weeks to reflect, what were your takeaways from last 
season? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  To get better.  I mean, I don't look really in the past, I just keep 
trying to get better every single facet of my game.   
 
So I went and worked on my putting because I knew that was a little bit of a difficult subject 
for me.  And then wedging, I'm always trying to get better.  We finally have the technology to 
build shafts that are incredibly stiff, so I gave it a go and obviously it worked this week.  We 
didn't have it in the lineup for Greenbrier and struggled with my wedging there again.  You 
know, obviously I've been playing a lot better, hitting wedges closer.  I'm not going to hit 
every one close, but it's definitely on average better. 
 
Q.  When you get in these positions on the weekend, what will you draw on the most 
when you're in this position? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, I draw on past experience of playing with Tiger on 
Saturday at Dell Technologies and shooting a deep one there, 63 I think, or 64, something 
like that, whatever I shot with him.  So those moments I remember and try and reflect on out 
there whenever something's going bad or even good.  Hey, you can do this, just keep the 
pedal to the metal and full force ahead.  That's my mindset. 
 
Q.  What were the adjustments you went and made on the range yesterday? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Oh, boy, that's some biomechanic stuff.   
 
Found some -- well, I switched at Greenbrier to this right forearm having more internal 
rotation and that helped me lock in this lower forearm, which is great.  Then it worked 
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incredible at Greenbrier, but I still had a couple misses that I still wasn't comfortable with.  
So I've been playing around with -- during the round yesterday I was playing with four or five 
different things.  Like every shot I was trying something else because like what's going to 
happen under pressure.   
 
So I hit a couple wayward shots, but I was able to recover from it nicely and not have it go 
too far out of my range of possibilities of shots.   
 
Then I went to the range -- sorry, a little long, but went to the range and I started trying 
something where I got the right arm not in front of me but a little more behind me and that 
allowed the clubhead path to go more in line with the ball instead of it being too high and 
then I have to press my right arm straight down and it creates an outside-in motion. 
 
Q.  How long a session yesterday? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Tim?  Where's Tim?  How long of a session was it yesterday, 
like two hours?  Two and a half?  It was like an hour and a half.  We left probably around, 
what, 3:30? 
  


