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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 26, 2019      
 
TONY ROMO  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  Tony, must be really gratifying for you to shoot 2 under par, and plus, right now 
you're in the Top-10 in strokes gained putting, 122 feet in the opening round.  Tell me 
about it.  
 
TONY ROMO:  Well, I mean, every time I play in one of these events, get lucky enough to 
get an exemption, kind of get a chance to see what you're not good at.  Very apparent was 
putting over the last year.  So just a lot of work put into it and, you know, just good -- I've 
been putting well, so it was nice to come out here and keep that going. 
 
Q.  Of course, when you make a 50-footer on your first hole it gives you a little 
confidence, the cup starts looking a little bigger? 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah, the cup looked real big after that, so that helps.  These greens are 
tough, they're tricky and you have to be really dialed in with the speed and the line, a lot of 
subtlety.  But if it comes off your face where you're aiming, it usually helps. 
 
Q.  I got a text from Jim Nance about 10 minutes ago, "Romo shot 70.  Are you 
available for NFL on Sunday?"  
 
TONY ROMO:  Well, I don't know if they're going to use you, but -- 
 
Q.  I'll be on standby, okay? 
 
TONY ROMO:  Perfect.    
 
Q.  Does your mentality for tomorrow's round change at all given where you are on 
the leaderboard right now? 
 
TONY ROMO:  I think you're always attacking.  If you have the game and hitting good shots, 
there's green light flags and there's Xs out there.  I just played smart on some of the holes 
where pin locations were really difficult, just tried to commit to spots and where I was aiming.  
I controlled my ball today. 
 
Q.  What was so different from the other rounds that you played on the PGA TOUR? 
 
TONY ROMO:  My swing.  Let's see, everything.  Just the consistency aspect.  Like I said, 
every time I play, I basically find out where your weaknesses are and you just go home and 
you attack it for months, and then you come back out and you've got to trust it.  I put in a lot 
of time, so it's nice to see that the game is just starting to get better and my coaches know 
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what they're talking about. 
 
Q.  Tony, is that how you attacked football?  Is that your approach, you looked at the 
films, see what you did poorly? 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah, yeah.  Those are blueprints.  I worked with Chris O'Connell and the 
Plane Truth guys, so we have like a blueprint on what we're trying to do.  You've got to make 
it your own, but you have to basically go look at your technique and where your flaws are 
and where -- I had a lot of weaknesses in a lot of different areas and shored up a lot of 
those.   
 
It's still golf so you're not going to do everything perfect, but just to manage your misses and 
how to score from certain areas.  I've just done a better job of learning what my flaws were, I 
guess you could say, and technique and try to change your technique and make it natural. 
 
Q.  Were your expectations this week any different than they were the first two starts 
this year? 
 
TONY ROMO:  A little bit, but mostly because of the way I've been playing coming in.  Just 
the scoring back home and in practice sessions have shown that I've done things a little bit 
better, so that makes you excited to come out and test your game.  I think it's rewarding on a 
tough golf course to come out here and do that. 
 
Q.  The up-and-down on 18, I mean, any pro would even be tipping their hat.  That was 
something else. 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah.  I mean, I went from probably the worst bunker player on planet earth 
last year to feeling at least comfortable.  So you practice all these shots, that's why you 
spend hours out there by yourself, so you can step up and know you've done it before and 
just try and execute. 
 
Q.  What would the equivalent of 17 be?  You got a little excited when it was about 
five, six feet away, your eighth hole, the 17th.  What would the football equivalent of 
that be, the pre-celebration? 
 
TONY ROMO:  Oh, when it hit the stick? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah.  I thought it was going to have to stick right in the middle.  How does 
that stay out?  Gosh, should have made a bunch of longer putts today, I feel like I left a lot 
out there.  No, it was good. 
 
Q.  Where does that round rank for you? 
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TONY ROMO:  It's a good day.  I've been playing like this recently, so it doesn't feel like 
different, it just feels like you're able to hold up under pressure more than anything; that 
some of the swing changes and some of the stuff I've been working on just held up.  That's, 
for me, the ultimate reward is just improvement, constantly wanting to basically attack my 
weaknesses, like I said, and I want to make them strengths.  
 
Q.  Michael Gellerman says he thinks that you don't even look at yourself as a football 
player, that you look at yourself as a golfer first and foremost.  Has there been a sort 
of change in how you perceive this sport and your place in it? 
 
TONY ROMO:  I feel like -- I mean, I don't think about it like that.  I just think about trying to, 
you know, if you're going to go do something, you want to do it well.  It's embarrassing to 
stink.  I stunk a lot, so just trying to continue to improve and get better, that's really ultimately 
how I think about it.   
 
Same thing I did in football, you just start from the beginning, you're not very good, not very 
good, and then all of a sudden you make the leap somewhere and all of a sudden you can 
be more efficient and you can do things a little bit better. 
 
Q.  The possibility of a cancelled flight to Chicago, do you consider that a good 
problem to have? 
 
TONY ROMO:  It's a good problem to have. 
  


