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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 26, 2019      
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Francesco, you only hit two fairways, yet you shoot 6 under par.  How does that 
happen? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, bit of a funny round.  I think the golf course, it's really hard 
to hit fairways, especially when you've got a breeze.  Yeah, I didn't hit the ball great off the 
tee, so I had to do it from the rough.  Yeah, short game was very good, chipped the ball 
beautifully, made a lot of putts, so obviously that helps a lot. 
 
Q.  How are you handling the travel from the BMW PGA last week at Wentworth and 
then you go straight to the west coast to play the PGA TOUR for the Safeway Open? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I mean, it's been a bit of a struggle to sleep at night.  I 
only traveled Tuesday, so I got here Tuesday night.  I didn't sleep a lot the first night.  Last 
night was a good night, hopefully get back to day by day.  Yeah, I mean, I'm up at 3:00 in the 
morning, so the two early tee times yesterday and today didn't seem that early. 
 
Q.  When you get in that type of rhythm with your short game, do you feel like that can 
bail you out from whatever situation you're in? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, pretty much, as long as -- you know, I was trying to 
obviously hit fairways and I couldn't, but even when I missed fairways, I was trying to keep a 
good attitude.  It helps to know that you're going to -- you're able to make putts and you're 
able to make good recovery shots to keep calm and just playing.  Like I said, I missed a few 
fairways just by a few feet, so yeah.  But I gave my mind that this week we probably not 
going to play from the fairway a whole lot.  
 
Q.  Francesco, what a nice way for you to finish with birdies on two of your last three 
holes.  That birdie at 7, the par 3, is special, isn't it? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, it was a really good shot, really good 4-iron off the tee to 
six feet and then a nice putt.  Yeah, a good round.  Didn't hit the ball great, but it's a tricky 
golf course with the doglegs and the small fairways.  It's not easy to hit the fairways.  
Hopefully I'll do a bit better on that side tomorrow.  Short game was really good today, so I'm 
obviously happy with the start. 
 
Q.  I think it's interesting that you say that because I think this is a tough golf course 
for the first time around.  I've always said you don't so much read these greens as 
you learn them, and yet your first time out of the box, a 66. 
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FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I don't know.  I putted pretty well yesterday in the pro-am 
and I seem to like the greens.  Last week at Wentworth it was a bit of the opposite, I felt like I 
was hitting a lot of good putts but they weren't going in.  You know, obviously happy with my 
effort today.  Hopefully be a smooth ride on the greens for the whole week. 
 
Q.  Have you sampled any of the wine in the territory since you've been here?  I know 
that you're educated as far as wine.  
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I love especially a good red, but no, I've tried to stay off of 
it.  You know, my sleep with jet lag has not been great and I don't think drinking wine would 
help too much.  We'll see, I'll try to taste some by the end of the week.  
  


