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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 25, 2019      
 
ERICA SHEPHERD 
 
 
Q.  Welcoming Erica Shepherd, sponsor invite at the Indy Women in Tech 
Championship.  Erica, straight from class yesterday right to the golf course here.  
What have these past few weeks been like starting your collegiate career at Duke? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  It's definitely been crazy, a lot of adjustments to make.  I've been very 
homesick, so just to be back after a month of being away and just appreciating where I'm 
from, I'm definitely just going to take this weekend and just really enjoy it all. 
 
Q.  What does this event mean to you being from Indiana, being here, and especially 
at this unique venue? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  It's awesome.  The LPGA has been my dream since I was a little girl, 
so just to have the best players in the world in my hometown and to have been able to play 
the third year, I think that it's been one of the highlights of my golf career and I think that I'll 
be so grateful for it the rest of my life. 
 
Q.  You made the cut the last two years here.  What are your goals this week? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, just to kind of get comfortable, get settled in.  Obviously I just 
got back from class, but just to kind of enjoy it.  The past two years I Monday qualified, so I 
wasn't really expecting to play in it but it just happened.  Just kind of have that same mindset 
as I have the past two years. 
 
Q.  And how does this course set up for you? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  I think that it sets up great for me.  I don't know about the whole 
lefty-righty thing, but I love being on bentgrass.  I think I played here the first time when I 
was probably 8 or 9, so definitely have played here a lot and I would say I know the course 
pretty well. 
 
Q.  Over the summer you had a T-35 finish at the Marathon Classic.  How much has 
that result boosted your confidence coming in to this week? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, I had so much fun that week.  I actually got into that tournament 
the Monday before it started, so like the other two times I've played here, it was kind of I 
wasn't expecting it.  But that course kind of reminded me of this course, just good bent 
greens and I really enjoyed it.  Saw the same people that I've seen here the past two years, 
so it was kind of nice. 
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Q.  How have you adjusted to college life the last few weeks?  And you had your first 
tournament last week.  Will your teammates be watching you this week, do you think? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, they will, and then I'll go meet them in Chicago on Sunday night 
before we tee it up Monday.  So they've been super supportive and they're all really happy 
for me that I've been able to play in an LPGA event in the middle of the season.  But yeah, 
college is definitely different and definitely makes me appreciate where I'm from and my 
mom's cooking and my own bed. 
 
Q.  Well, enjoy that this week.  Thanks, Erica.  
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Thank you. 
  


