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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 25, 2019      
 
PHIL MICKELSON 
STEPH CURRY 
 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think thing about Steph Curry's golf game is his touch, his hands, his 
chipping, putting.  He's got an incredible touch but he also has a ton of speed.  You saw him 
dropping all kinds of bombs off the tee, just hellacious bombs, deep and very accurate, 
certainly straighter than what I have.  So he was in the fairway most of the day and played 
exceptional.  That's why he's such a good golfer and can compete at a very high level. 
 
Q.  Steph, not just Phil's game but his fitness obviously is pretty strong right now, 
too.  
 
STEPH CURRY:  I mean, he's going to turn heads every time he steps foot on the course 
now, but in terms of his game, that speaks for itself.  He's a multi major champion.  Nothing I 
could say could do his game justice, he's amazing.  What he's done for the game of golf, me 
being a big fan, watching and finally now meeting him playing in person means a lot, so a 
pretty special day all around.  
 
Q.  So how high on the rating this day for you playing with Phil?  
 
STEPH CURRY:  This is a new top right here, for sure. 
 
Q.  Phil, just a quick question about the Presidents Cup.  Is it on your mind?  
Obviously it's critical.  Do you think that you need to play well to get Tiger's 
attention? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So I have three events of the next four where I'll play here, Vegas and 
Korea and I'll try to show that my game is coming around.  So I'm excited to get back and 
play and compete.  I've done a lot of work in the offseason to try to get my best back.  I'm 
not happy with the way the last six months have gone, probably the worst six months of my 
career and I'm determined to fix it.  
 
Q.  And you've supported the Safeway Open.  Just some comments on the course and 
the condition, how different it is this year.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think this event is really special, and to have the presence of a Steph 
Curry to be here, it adds to the excitement.  And you also look at the field and what we've 
done here with the field.  It's a real credit to what Safeway, Albertsons has done with the 
game of game from the Albertsons Boise Open to the Safeway Open, they really meant a lot 
to the game of golf. 
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Q.  How would you do as a best ball team?  Would you be a pretty formidable team? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Basketball?  No, I can't run. 
 
STEPH CURRY:  I didn't know if he said basketball.  No, good ham-and-egg situation over 
here.  Like you say, his overall game, I was just in awe every shot, but tried to hold my own, 
too. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  He could play.  We'd be a good alternate shot partner.  We'd let him 
drive it off the tee, just hit those hellacious seeds and I would end up hitting some iron shots 
close, and then his touch around the greens would be awesome. 
 
Q.  This is a new experience obviously to play with him.  What did you sort of learn 
maybe?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So I just enjoy being around greatness, and his work ethic and what he 
puts in to be the best in his field is inspiring to me. 
 
Q.  Who hit more fairways? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm sure he did.  I'm sure he hit more fairways and he hit it longer, too. 
 
Q.  When the dust settled, when you reflected back on last season, did you have any 
idea where things went wrong last season? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I wasn't mentally sharp or focused the last five or six months and it led 
to some very poor play.  I'm taking a little bit of a different route this time, I'm not going to put 
as many hours in and I'm going to try to be more focused on the time I do put in and enjoy it 
a little more and see if I can get it turned around, because there's no reason why I shouldn't 
be able to play at my best.  I'm physically able to do it, my game feels sharp, the touch is 
there, the elements are there and yet I haven't been pulling it out, but I'm determined to turn 
that around. 
 
Q.  You've done this a few times.  Do you still learn little things?  Like today, did you 
learn anything specifically from Phil? 
 
STEPH CURRY:  For sure.  That's kind of key to your life.  You know, you meet new people, 
you learn new things, you continue to evolve.  Golf has introduced me to so many great 
people, great talents, and the conversation you have on the course, spend four and a half 
hours out here was awesome.  I learned a lot about how to read greens, for sure.  He took 
me to school on that on No. 7 today.  Just his overall demeanor and personality, no matter 
what success he's had on the course and in life, he's really down to earth, really 
approachable and that says a lot about who he is and about what's important to him. 
 
Q.  Any highlight or one moment? 
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STEPH CURRY:  The tee shot on 9, because I said I was going to hit bombs and then I 
swung it square on the face.  Before I even finished the follow-through, I was yelling out, 
"Bombs!"  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  That drive went over 370 yards, I'm not kidding.  He hit a sand wedge 
into a par 5. 
 
STEPH CURRY:  He's been out here plenty of years so he knows how far it is, so 370 is the 
word.  
  


