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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 25, 2019      
 
AKSHAY BHATIA 
ISAIAH SALINDA 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started here with Akshay Bhatia and Isaiah Salinda.  
Akshay is making his third PGA TOUR start, second as a pro, and Isaiah's making his first 
start as a professional.   
 
Isaiah, I'll start with you.  If we can get an opening comment on the excitement as you 
prepare to make your pro debut.  
 
ISAIAH SALINDA:  Yeah, I'm super excited to be here.  Really just trying to soak everything 
in and prepare the best I can to be ready for tomorrow.  But yeah, like I said, just super 
excited to be here and very grateful to Jeff Sanders and Lagardere Sports for getting me a 
spot in this event, so ready to get going. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Akshay, for you, you played last week at the Sanderson Farms 
Championship obviously and last year at the Valspar Championship.  What have you 
learned from those two tournaments in your experience so far that you feel could help you 
this week and going forward? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  I've said it multiple times, but I know I'm good enough to be out here 
and my game's there, just the mental aspect of it.  It's a little different out here.  You've got to 
grind and every shot's worth a lot more now than it was, you know, six months ago when I 
played the Valspar.  So overall, just get my head straight.  Thankfully, my coach is here this 
week, so it's been great, he's kept my head up and I'm just ready to get it going tomorrow. 
 
JACK RYAN:  For both of you, being part of the victorious team at the Walker Cup, what 
was that experience like and how important was that for you developing your career?  
Isaiah, you can go first. 
 
ISAIAH SALINDA:  Yeah, that was definitely one of the most memorable weeks of my life 
and one of the highlights of my amateur career.  That was really the one thing I wanted to 
kind of check off my list before I turned pro, so there's a perfect ending.  You know, hopefully 
it will be a good steppingstone towards bigger things in my professional career. 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  Isaiah basically summed it up, it was great.  A lot of the guys who have 
played on the Walker Cup team have been very successful out here on Tour, and it certainly 
helped me with the crowds and just expecting, you know, the expectations out here because 
we played against some of the best players overseas and with each other.  So the 
confidence level especially helps with carrying on to these pro events. 
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JACK RYAN:  If we have any questions out here, we'll take a couple. 
 
Q.  Got one for each you.  Akshay, I'll start with you.  Coming off of last week and 
maybe too soon to determine your course yet, but are you more of a goal oriented 
person or do you kind of take the results and the way you're playing as 
steppingstones?  In other words, are you looking long term at what you want to 
achieve now or are you just kind of feeling your way through? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  Yeah, I never really set goals.  I've never -- and I have never done it, I 
just kind of go with the flow.  Like I said, my coach and I always talk about having no 
expectations going into every week, so just whatever happens, happens.  I'm just going to 
try and play my best golf and enjoy myself because the opportunities Isaiah and I have this 
week and hopefully forward, it's something that it's great to be out here and it's an 
opportunity that we can take advantage of. 
 
Q.  And Isaiah, I know you're from the area and you've got an interesting story as far 
as the help your dad gave you and so forth.  If you can just kind of take us through 
your background a little bit and how you got to be here? 
 
ISAIAH SALINDA:  Sure, yeah.  So I live in the Bay area, in South San Francisco, which is 
only a little over an hour from here.  I grew up playing just public courses around.  Would go 
to the driving range with my dad after school every day.  And my parents, you know, very 
grateful for them because they worked really hard and sacrificed a lot just to help me get to 
this position.  So definitely had some good fortune along the way.  I was a junior member at 
Olympic Club up through high school and now I'm a member at California Golf Club.  But like 
I said, it's been a long journey to get here and very thankful to my parents for helping me get 
here. 
 
Q.  One more question for each of you.  Do y'all have players that you kind of keep an 
eye on on Tour, established players?  If so, who are some of your favorites, guys you 
look up to, look forward to meeting maybe? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  I mean, we met Phil today.  I've met him a few times, but just obviously 
he's a legend out here.  Everyone wants to meet him and kind of watch that he does.  He's 
great.  I've been able to practice with Patton Kizzire and Harris English, JT Poston, a bunch 
of the guys that are part of our management group, which is awesome because there's a lot 
of Tour winners there already.  So we can kind of pick their brains a little bit and see what 
they've done and what we could do differently probably. 
 
ISAIAH SALINDA:  Yeah, it's been cool to meet some of the players that I kind of grew up 
watching.  Like Akshay said, we met Phil earlier.  I met Adam Scott yesterday.  I've met 
Tiger a few times.  But I'm looking forward to meeting some of the younger players, too, who 
have played well like Justin Thomas and guys like Brooks Koepka, Rickie Fowler.  I really 
enjoy watching them play, so look forward to meeting them hopefully soon, too.  
 


