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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
September 2, 2019 
 
KRAMER HICKOK  ( -16) 
 
 
Q.  Great playing today.  Talk me through your round.  
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  It was a lot of good golf.  Just finally got everything kind of clicking, you 
know.  I hit it really well, just getting myself in position.  And the funny thing about my round 
was I didn't play the par 5s that well.  I had two easy shots at birdie on nine and 10 and 
didn't capitalize.  My whole philosophy going in was I just had to freewheel it and just shoot 
as low a number as I could because I'm already locked up and I was just kind of playing 
freed-up golf.  That's when I play my best golf.  So all in all, ball striking was great, putting 
was awesome and did pretty much everything pretty well outside of a couple mistakes.  
Happy to shoot 7 under on this golf course any day. 
 
Q.  Did nine and 10 kind of light a little fire under you? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Absolutely. 
 
Q.  Helped that barrage of birdies there?  
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  My goal going in was shoot 8 and I was 3 under.  I'm thinking, okay, 
nine and 10, perfect, get it to five.  You basically just give away two shots there.  I have a 
6-iron into nine and in the bunker and don't get up and down from an easy shot.  And then 
10 I hit on the green in two and three-putt.  So I was a little upset, mad at myself and I'm like, 
okay, we've got to get it going.  Birdied the next five in a row and next thing you know I'm 8 
under and trying to get to 10.  Had a little hiccup coming in, but still happy with how I 
finished. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about these three weeks and just kind of the pressure and the toll it 
takes on you mentally? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  It's tough.  I don't think a lot of people realize that if you don't play well, 
you are coming off the PGA TOUR, you might not get a whole lot of starts on the Korn Ferry.  
So it's just a lot of pressure.  Just coming in you know that three weeks can kind of make or 
break your next season.   
 
So it's just a little bit like a Q-School feeling where you've got to play good golf, and the 
hardest thing is not trying too hard.  That's when golf gets a lot harder.  So you see a lot of 
guys on the bubble with this finish coming in, it's just you'll see a lot of heartbreak and you'll 
see a lot of great stuff going on.  It's going to be a dramatic finish, for sure.  This golf course 
tests every aspect of your game.  It's a great place to have our Tour Championship, for sure. 
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Q.  And how's it feel to be going back to the PGA TOUR? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Unbelievable.  It's pretty exciting.  I think I took it for granted a little bit 
last year being out there, but as soon as I lost my card, I said I don't want to be on the Korn 
Ferry, I want to be on the PGA TOUR and I want to be -- I know I'm good enough to be out 
there, so let's get my game back in shape and hopefully win. 
 
Q.  You have to be happy with the way that you played today and the way that you 
finished.  What's just your initial reaction? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Absolutely.  Very pleased with my game.  It was a long, tough year last 
year and starting to kind of get the ball rolling now and starting to play some good golf.  This 
course will test every aspect of your game, your ball striking, your chipping, your putting.  
The rough was up this week.  For me to go around and post 16 under shows a lot of 
strengths about my game and I'm just looking forward to that rolling over to the PGA TOUR 
coming up. 
 
Q.  Obviously you're one of the guys that didn't feel the pressure of having to lock up 
their card today, but what was sort of the vibe out there?  Seems like guys were really 
gunning for it today. 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Yeah, yeah.  I mean, it's tough because I remember being in that 
position and you really just have -- you know, you've got a lot to lose and a whole lot to gain, 
but you just feel a lot of pressure.  This stretch from 14 to 18, you have to hit quality golf 
shots.  You hit one bad shot, you can make a triple or a double.   
 
My whole aspect going in was I had nothing to lose, so I can just kind of freewheel it and go 
after pins, and that's what I did.  It's going to be interesting to see the finish with some of 
these guys that are right on the line there and they know they've got to play some good golf.  
It's going to be tough to watch and it's also going to be a really exciting finish. 
 
Q.  Obviously this is a Tour level course.   
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Does it give you confidence playing these last couple events so well going into the 
fall season? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Absolutely.  This golf course and Columbus are very similar in aspects 
where you have to have every aspect of your game going for you.  You have to be hitting it 
well.  This is a Tour level golf course.  The only difference this week was everything was so 
soft and it's just because all the rain coming in.  Outside of Boise, Columbus and here, it's 
very similar to what we'll see on Tour week in and week out.  So it's good to know that I 
played some good golf on these type of golf courses and that will just transfer over 
throughout the year next year.  


