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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
August 31, 2019 
 
TOM LEWIS  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Tom, great playing.  Talk us through your round today. 
 
TOM LEWIS:  I played well, you know.  I've made very little mistakes.  It's a course that's 
challenging.  You have to hit it very solid and I've done that for a couple days.  I didn't hit as 
many fairways as I would have liked today, but I scored better than I did yesterday.  
Obviously it would be great to keep it up over the next couple days. 
 
Q.  What would you say has been the key part of your game for the first two rounds? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  I holed a lot of putts from distance today and I hit it close, and when I didn't 
hole them, I hit a couple stiff as well, so that was nice.  I haven't needed my short game that 
much.  I've hit many greens and that helps because around here the rough's thick.  So I'm 
hoping to hit as many greens as I can for two more days and see where that puts me. 
 
Q.  The decision to come play this week, talk us through that. 
 
TOM LEWIS:  Yeah.  Well, Europe obviously is my main focus and I wanted to not miss too 
many events and lose too much ground in Europe and the Race to Dubai because obviously 
Top 30's going to be big for me and obviously Top 50 in the world's big as well.   
 
So I decided to play a couple events over there poorly and then come here and play better.  
So hopefully it's going to be a good decision made.  It's just experience, and if I shoot 
another 10 under par for two more rounds, I think I'll be okay. 
 
Q.  When did you decide to come over here?  Like what day, how many weeks ago? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  About 10 days ago or so.  It was about a week or two weeks ago that I 
decided I wasn't going to play Crans.  I'm not very good at altitude, so I decided I would 
come here and sweat a lot and hole a few putts.  Like I say, I've really enjoyed being here.  
It's my caddie's birthday today, so I'm hoping he's happy with that and we can have a good 
dinner tonight. 
 
Q.  Have you ever been to Indiana? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  No, this is the first time, yeah. 
 
Q.  And when did you like realize that these were options?  Was that in your mind 
when -- 
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TOM LEWIS:  My management team actually told me and it just happened to be that he 
said, look, I feel like I've got to tell you, if you want to play these three events, you're eligible, 
obviously doing well in a couple events over here, a major and a WGC.   
 
So I had to look at my options and I said, well, if I can play one of them, can I still have 
category, and he said yeah, from previous years.  So obviously I knew that I might be way 
out here, I might have to just win, but I would rather not know.  If I can just finish where I 
wanted to finish, it's been a bonus for me. 
 
Q.  So you're not sure exactly where you need to finish? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  Let's just keep going. 
 
Q.  You don't want to know? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  No, we're good. 
 
Q.  What's your ideal, your ideal global schedule, like the ideal -- 
 
TOM LEWIS:  It's very hard.  I've spoken with Adam Scott a few months ago.  We're 
members at the same golf course and he said it's just so hard now to play two tours.  The 
guys are -- the players are so good.  Back in the day it maybe wasn't as strong in depth, and 
I think he's right.  You can tell when guys come over from America to Europe, they maybe 
don't play as well as they maybe think.  And then sometimes it's the opposite when we come 
here as well, we struggle.    
 
For me it's going to be -- my aspiration is to be as good a player as I can, and being over on 
the PGA TOUR would be a dream of mine.  Maybe I thought I would already be out here at 
some point early in my career, but it's taken -- obviously I've played well, I've had one really 
good year.  So hopefully I can continue that and hopefully be over here in the near future 
and focus over here.  But Europe's been good to me and if I can finish strong over there the 
last round of this year, finish well here, then it would be a great year. 
 
Q.  Other than the heat, what are your initial impressions of Indiana and this course? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  It's lovely.  Like I say, it's always about the company you're in and I've got a 
good friend and a good caddie and we've had a good few days here and a good preparation.  
We got out here early on Thursday to play because we didn't play the pro-am, and it was 
really nice.  I'm sort of jet lagged still, so I'm waking up early so it's no problem.  I've really 
enjoyed it.  The course is in great condition, the people are lovely and I'm enjoying the food. 
 
Q.  Tom, it's called the gauntlet, that 14 through 18 finish.  That's some demanding 
golf, isn't it?  What do you think of that finish? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  For me, I've always played tough holes well.  I've always messed up the easy 
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holes as such.  I think it's because when it's there in front of you and you have to hit a good 
shot, it's like make or break and I've been able to do that for a couple of days and hopefully I 
can finish strong again over the next couple days. 
 
It's such challenging holes that you know you're going to make some mistakes, so try to get 
as many birdies as you can getting into there and just sort of hold on. 
 
Q.  Where did you fly here from?  What day did you fly in? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  We flew in Monday morning and landed Monday evening.  We're meant to be 
flying to Miami Monday afternoon, but I don't think that's going to be happening with this 
hurricane, so maybe it will be a road trip or I don't know what we're going to do.  Hopefully it 
will be a good decision and we can enjoy it whatever happens. 
 
Q.  What's going go on in Miami? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  That's where my coach is and I spend a lot of time there and I enjoy it.  It's 
not very American, more European, South American and I enjoy that.  Normally the 
weather's amazing and I guess in good -- in England the practice facility is maybe not as 
good as in the U.S. and the weather's definitely not as good, so you can really knock it down 
and put a lot of hours in.  And for me now coming to the end of the season, it's important that 
my short game stays sharp and I hole a few putts.  It's nice to do it this week and then get 
some more reps in next week before I go back to Europe. 
 
Q.  And who's your coach? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  David Armitage.  He teaches at the course down in Miami, South Beach.  It's 
not the worst place to go.  I met him over in England where he teaches where I'm a member.    
 
Q.  What's your next event on your schedule? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  KLM and then BMW Wentworth.  So it's going to be a couple of good weeks, 
but I think the weather's going to start getting colder.  I definitely function better in the heat. 
 
Q.  And where do you live?  Where are you based? 
 
TOM LEWIS:  I live just north of London, yeah. 
 
Q.  Are you familiar with -- I mean, Ben Taylor, did you guys -- is there an age 
difference or familiar?  He'll be going to the PGA -- 
 
TOM LEWIS:  Ben said hello to us on the range earlier in the week.  I don't think I've ever 
met Ben before, but I was in some England stuff and I think he was coming through.  Maybe 
didn't quite make it through and I think he had mentioned that he had made his card and 
that's really good for him.   
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I didn't know if he was England or American, he's kind of got a mix of an accent now.  I don't 
know how I think of that, I think he's got to commit to one or the other.  No, it was nice to 
meet him and he's done really well, so I'm pleased for him. 
 


