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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 30, 2019 
 
GREG YATES  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Okay.  So, first of all, I guess just sort of walk us through finishing pretty good 
with your first round out.  Just how do you feel about today? 
 
GREG YATES:  I felt good.  I got off to a great start on the front nine.  It's a little easier, I 
guess, and I played it 4 under and made a birdie on 10 to get to 5.  Had a couple bad tee 
shots and was able to get out of those holes with bogey, which was good.  Another birdie on 
15 and cruised in. 
 
Q.  We hear all the time about how challenging this course is.  What sort of challenges 
did it specifically present today? 
 
GREG YATES:  I mean, it's always tough.  You can't -- even on a day like this with no wind 
and soft conditions, you can't lose focus for a shot or else you'll do what I did on 14 and 12, 
and that's hit it in the crap and end up with a bogey, sometimes worse. 
 
Q.  Being that it is such a challenging place to play, I mean, how much momentum 
does it give you to start off, you know, round one with a pretty good outing today? 
 
GREG YATES:  It definitely helps and gives me a lot of confidence going into the rest of the 
week.  I feel good about where it's at. 
 
Q.  Obviously a guy like Baker doing what he did today, chasing a guy like that, what 
do you need to do to catch up this week? 
 
GREG YATES:  That's pretty impressive.  Either probably try to make a lot of birdies, I 
guess.  It's a long week, so kind of see how it goes, but that was a really impressive round. 
 
Q.  What went better today than last Thursday in Boise? 
 
GREG YATES:  I putted better, definitely kept it in play better, I was hitting from the fairway 
more, which out here that's huge.  So it definitely took a lot of pressure off my irons to not be 
hitting it from the rough and just trying to get it on the green, I could actually kind of attack 
some pins. 
 
Q.  Was there anything in your game that you worked on early in the week 
mechanically or swing wise or position wise? 
 
GREG YATES:  I was getting a little bit too far on my toes, so I really kind of focused on 
keeping it back on my heels more, not kind of jumping at the ball and let my muscles do the 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

work and not try to force it. 
 
Q.  Was the extra day nice with having to go back to Houston? 
 
GREG YATES:  That's always nice.  I haven't got to go back to Texas too much this year, so 
it's always fun whenever I can go back and spend a few days. 
 
Q.  Obviously there's so much that so many guys are playing for this week, seems 
like the level of competition amps up a little bit.  Did you feel that today? 
 
GREG YATES:  Yeah, kind of.  I mean, I'm so far back on the points list, I either need a 
really, really good week or it doesn't matter, so there's not as much pressure on me.  Mine's 
either just to go out and try to stay loose and enjoy it. 
 
Q.  Is it almost like a Monday qualifier type of feel knowing you need probably a top 6 
or top 7? 
 
GREG YATES:  Yeah, basically.  You can always chase a better check or something, but for 
the big goal it's kind of whatever, go out and do what you can.  If it doesn't work, oh, well, go 
home and have an offseason. 
 
Q.  Still get to avoid Q-School.  
 
GREG YATES:  Yeah, avoiding Q-School is nice, that's the first time for me, so I'm pretty 
pumped about that. 
 


