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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 30, 2019 
 
ANDREW NOVAK  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  So I guess for starters, just walk us through that last putt.  
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  Yeah, I knew it broke a lot.  I got to see Will's putt and it just turned a lot 
at the end.  Just put it out there.  It had good speed, but it was almost too far out.  Just kind 
of sat there up top and I was kind of walking around.  It never really stopped moving, it was 
just kind of quarter turning every so slightly and it just fell in.  It was awesome. 
 
Q.  Walk us through how you feel about your day overall.  I mean, sitting close to the 
top after playing your first day on Victoria and you've got to feel pretty good. 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  Yeah, my plan coming into this week was just to try to hit as many 
fairways.  I think this tournament as much as any tournament we've played all year, it's a 
penalty to miss these, especially with us playing lift, clean and place with the soft fairways 
today.  So I did a good job of that, I hit 12 of 14 fairways, I think, today.  Just executed my 
game plan, and I was glad to make two good saves coming in to keep it there. 
 
Q.  How important is it to start this tournament off with a good round like you had 
today with as challenging as this course is? 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  It's good.  Yeah, it's not easy to make a ton of birdies out here, there's 
tough holes, so it's good to keep up because it's going to be hard to shoot 63, 64.  I don't 
know how Chris did that today, but to make up shots on the leaders. 
 
Q.  Just waiting around for the putt, is there like a clock in your mind, like do you start 
counting from 10? 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  No.  I never really thought it wasn't going to go in because as I was 
going, it still looked like it was getting closer.  Then when I kind of walked over to the right, it 
was over -- there was no way the thing wasn't going to go in, it was right over the lip. 
 
Q.  Is that like one of the most fun ways to make a putt just on 18 with the crowd? 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  Absolutely, absolutely. 
 
Q.  How much of a momentum boost does ending your first round like that give you 
for the next three days hopefully? 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  Great.  I mean, it's all confidence with the putter.  Seeing putts go in 
like that, it just kind of makes you feel you can make anything. 
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Q.  This opportunity of this week being able to, with a good finish, get your PGA 
TOUR card, what does this opportunity mean to you? 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  I mean, it's everything.  Trying to get to the pinnacle of our sport.  
Coming into this week it's kind of a no-loss situation.  You can always treat it like a Monday 
qualifier, I mean four different ones, but either you make it or you don't at this point.  Might 
as well go for it. 
 
Q.  And then just those last two saves, was it 17 and 18?  Think about just if you had 
made maybe bogey on each of those how the round would have -- still would have 
been a good round, but getting both of those coming in. 
 
ANDREW NOVAK:  Yeah.  So last week I got off to a hot start and I did not play well coming 
down the stretch.  I gave away shots coming in the first round.  It really took bad momentum 
into the second round.  I just did not finish how I needed to to finish my first round.  So today 
it was good to see -- fighting and getting those big saves and carrying positive momentum 
into tomorrow. 
 


