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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 30, 2019 
 
STEVE FLESCH  ( -8) 
 
 
JACKIE SERVAIS:  Let's welcome Steve Flesch.  Steve, incredible round for you, a career 
low.  Congratulations on that.   
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Thank you. 
 
JACKIE SERVAIS:  Can you just talk us through your round?  Let's start off with that eagle.  
Can you tell us a little bit about that, the par 5?  
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Yeah.  Started on the back, got off to a great start.  Birdied 1, 
eagled -- birdied 10, eagled 11, hit a nice 6-iron in there about 12 feet, made it, and then 
birdied the next hole from about 25 feet.  I haven't gotten off to great starts this year.  Not 
awful starts like over par, but just kind of plodding along even par, 1 under seems like.  So 
being 4 under through three holes was a big difference lately for me.  I haven't played 
particularly great this year, but just getting off to a great start the first round's kind of been 
my nemesis this year. 
 
So I guess I'm within one going into tomorrow.  Obviously 8 under's a great score and it's my 
low of the season, so I'm excited, but I'm not surprised because I've been playing better than 
my scores have been reflecting. 
 
JACKIE SERVAIS:  How about this course?  You played a lot of rounds here over par 
surprisingly.  What is it about today that you felt better on this course?  
 
STEVE FLESCH:  You know, it's always easier when you make putts and today, rattling off 
three right out of the gate always helps your confidence.  If there was ever a day I could 
have shot 59, it would have been today.  I actually missed quite a few putts to shoot 62, but 
two of them inside five feet.   
 
But notwithstanding, I'm happy.  I played well, I'm glad I'm healthy.  Last year this event was 
my last event of the year before I had neck surgery, so I'm just glad I'm back and playing 
and healthy and able to compete, because it's kind of been a long year honestly. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Three months before I could hit a ball, but when I was playing here last 
year, the only reason I played here last year was because my surgeon couldn't do the 
surgery until the next week, he was in Europe for two weeks, or I would have called it quits, 
you know, the week before I think in Seattle.  But I was honestly on so much medicine when 
I was playing, like, you know, hydrocodone and Lyrica and some serious nerve pain that I 
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genuinely couldn't remember what I shot the day before usually.  I was just floating around, 
but it was taking care of enough pain where I could play.   
 
But being back a year later and being like what I consider somewhat -- you know, a lot 
healthier than last year, I'm just glad I'm playing again and I've got full strength back.   
 
It's just fun to compete out here.  These guys, damn, they're good.  Every day somebody 
seems to be shooting 6, 7, 8 under, so I'm glad today was my opportunity. 
 
Q.  When Michael Bradley was in here after shooting 61, he talked about confidence 
troubles he's had this year.  He said it was a huge boost to kind of get off to a good 
start.  Can you just kind of summarize the importance of confidence?  Everyone out 
there thinks you guys must be the most confident golfers in the world.  Can you just 
kind of sum up how important that is? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  The hard part about golf is you gain confidence by having good results.  
You can't trick yourself into just saying, hey, I'm going to go out and play confidently today, 
or I'm going to stop by 7-11 and pick up a box.  It doesn't work like that.  I laugh because my 
mom always says, "You're playing good, just play with confidence."  I'm like, "Is it that easy, 
Mom?  You know, I'm trying here." 
 
It's true, until you see results and you actually post the scores, that's how you build 
momentum in this game.  It's tough, your coach and your spouse and your friends can all 
kind of, you know, blow some wind at you and say, "Hey, you're doing great," but until you 
see it yourself and you post that number next to your name on the board, sometimes it's 
hard to really feel that way.   
 
But on this tour, being only three rounds most events, first round's pivotal to have a chance.  
You can't go out and shoot over par or kind of linger around at 1 under or even par.  
Especially this week it seems like scores are low so you had better go out firing and that's 
kind of not how I played my whole career on the PGA TOUR.  I played kind of conservative 
golf and plodded along.  Out here you have to play aggressively and today I did.  Bottom 
line, you've got to make putts.  If you're not seeing the ball go in the hole, it's really hard 
 


