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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 30, 2019 
 
CHRIS BAKER  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  A tidy little putt there to tie the course record.  Good start, right?  
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Fair enough.  Yeah, it was a great putt.  Eighteen's about as good as they 
get.  Great 3-wood, great 6-iron and a great 12-footer, 15-footer. 
 
Q.  You knew you needed a great week out here this week, but to come out with an 
incredible round, that's got to feel pretty good? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Yeah, it's an awesome way to start.  You don't just wake up and think 
you're going to do something like that.  Everything was good today.  Hit it great, and to be 
honest, if possible to be stress free, it was really stress free.  Even coming down the stretch 
there, those finishing holes are among some of the most difficult we play all year, so hit 
some great shots on those and very pleased with how today went. 
 
Q.  How much different does it play this year than the last couple years where it was 
more firm? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Yeah, this is the greenest it's ever been, which definitely makes it softer.  
So hitting the fairways is probably a little easier because the ball's not going to chase out of 
the fairway.  But if you do miss the fairway, very, very penalizing.  Rough is as high as I've 
ever seen it, the greens are receptive and today the weather was awesome.  It was just a 
great day of golf. 
 
Q.  You spoke last week about how you were in a bit of a funk for a few -- a couple 
months there and then you had a solid round on Saturday.  Do you feel like you're 
starting to peak at the right time? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  We'll see.  I mean, today was a great day.  I've been playing nice, doing a 
lot of good things.  Beating myself up too much, which has been bad, but that's what golf 
does to you if you don't remain level headed and just kind of free spirited about it.  But I try 
to learn from it, try to do better, and yeah, today was awesome. 
 
Q.  How does this differ from Portland where you were in a way protecting, trying to 
protect that spot you were in whereas now you're chasing? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  I don't think it's -- I can't say if it's tougher or easier, but Portland definitely 
was hard.  I just wasn't feeling good coming into the week with my swing, my mind.  Yeah, it 
just wasn't a good week.  This week, Indiana, went home to Brownstown yesterday, saw my 
parents, played my little nine-hole golf course.  It's nice to be home, love it here. 
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Q.  How does this -- what is the course and what did you shoot? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  The course is Hickory Hills and I didn't really shoot anything because we 
just stopped at my parents' house and grabbed a persimmon wood.  I used that on the fifth 
tee and we just had fun, me and a buddy, just kind of getting away from everything.    
 
Q.  You played there growing up? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Yeah.  My parents live around the inaudible) area.  There's a housing 
development over there.  Yeah, grew up there.  Walked to the golf course in the mornings 
for junior golf lessons when I was probably 6 or 7, been there since. 
 
Q.  How many rounds do you think you've played there? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Oh, between that and a couple golf courses in Seymour, a lot.  Even high 
school golf, middle school golf.  Gosh, even before then, elementary school.  That's where I 
grew up and that's where I started playing golf.  Hickory Hills is awesome. 
 
Q.  How does this compare to the second round in Raleigh, that round where you had 
the chance?  Is this as good, similar? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  No, it's cool.  I was actually talking to a friend of mine who helps me out in 
Chicago.  He kind of just mentioned the fact that when you're playing well, you just kind of 
think about the next shot.  Today I really did that and I was hitting it great.  I was more 
worried about the next shot as opposed to what's just happened.  I added them 
up -- sometimes they say, you know, if you add up your scores in a round and you don't 
even know what you shot, to be honest I didn't even know what the par was.  I knew I was 9 
under after that putt.  Yeah, just looking forward to every shot and kind of almost moving 
forward as opposed to looking back. 
 
Q.  Did you play here at all in high school? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Never did, no.  This was always one of those courses that you heard of.  
There was always the legends, we'll call them, of Victoria National.  I always just heard how 
awesome it was and the incredible views.  Just awesome golf course. 
 
Q.  And you had a hole-out eagle? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Yeah, holed out on four.  So I had 116 yards, tried to hit it about 120, 
probably went 119, went back in the hole.  It was nice.  Actually pulled it a little bit. 
 
Q.  What did you use on that one? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  My 50-degree. 
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Q.  When was your most recent 100-yard hole-out? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Practicing, just practicing back in Chicago of all places before San 
Francisco. 
 
Q.  So it's been -- 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  It's been a bit, it's been a few weeks. 
 
Q.  Was that kind of a turning point when you thought this could be a pretty special 
round? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  That was the fourth hole, so obviously, yeah.  I made a nice putt on the 
hole prior and anytime you make a shot from the fairway for eagle, it's pretty good.  Still a lot 
of great holes ahead.  Yeah, I was just kind of letting it go to see how it happened, let it 
unfold. 
 
Q.  Having mom out there and obviously with your being so close to home, you're 
going to be a crowd favorite out here.  Are you going to enjoy that, the fact that a lot 
of people see the Indiana boy and that's who they're going to get behind? 
 
CHRIS BAKER:  Yeah, we'll see what happens.  I mean, it's always nice to have some fans 
and friends and they'll come down this weekend.  Yeah, it's great to be home and have 
some support.  Love the Indiana fans. 
 


