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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
August 16, 2019 
 
BRANDON HAGY  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Brandon, 7 under for two rounds here at the Scarlet, birdie at the last, final group 
into the weekend.  Very nice playing.  How would you describe what's been going well 
out there? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  I think I hit a lot of good drives and I putted well.  I think that 
combination around here will definitely help you out. 
 
Q.  What's your best shot you hit today if you had to pinpoint one highlight? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Probably six, the par 5.  It's a pretty long hole, it's like 600 yards into the 
wind.  I hit a stinger cut 3-wood onto the green from 290, so that was a pretty cool shot, and 
I made the putt. 
 
Q.  You kind of shut it down after Travelers.  (Inaudible). 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I mean, I had 24 starts on my major medical.  Had some flashes 
of good golf, struggling a little bit there through the Travelers.  So I just talked to my caddie 
and he just said, you know, we've got to take a little bit of a break here, regroup and work on 
some stuff that I need to get better at.  So far I think I'm happy with the progress for that.  It 
was like a month and a half that I took to just kind of work on my game. 
 
Q.  Was there any (inaudible) and did you practice at all? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  It's tough for me, but I took a week off.  That's not touching a club.  You 
definitely need to take time off like that here and there just to keep it fresh. 
 
Q.  Even though you're practicing, not traveling, not going through the whole 
structure of preparing for a tournament, did you feel a little more refreshed coming 
into this week? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, yeah, definitely.  Actually, I played the Long Beach Open last 
week just to get another tournament coming off that little bit of time off.  I think that was 
good.  I had a couple good rounds there, gave me a little more confidence.  I won here in 
college, so I have good vibes for sure when I come here.  Yeah, I like the golf course, I think 
it suits me well.  Looking forward to the weekend. 
 
Q.  Did that win in college, like you come back, do you feel a little more comfortable?  
Like do those memories come back? 
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BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah.  I mean, I graduated in '14, that would have been fall of '13, so 
that's still pretty recent.  I definitely remember some shots. 
 
Q.  Seeing Max Homa win Wells Fargo, was that cool to see? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, really cool.  I stayed that weekend and he was in contention, but I 
had a host family I was staying with, so I was going to stay regardless.  Then I saw him 
going up the leaderboard and I was like, I've got to get over there because his fiancée was 
still back in Scottsdale.  His fiancée and my fiancée were actually watching back in 
Scottsdale, so I had to go sub in for Lacey.  Yeah, that was really cool.  I've seen a couple of 
my teammates win now on Tour and it definitely gives me confidence I can do the same 
thing. 
 
Q.  You had missed a lot of cuts, but the season has been kind of a struggle, does just 
being up there kind of give you that shot of confidence knowing that the game is still 
there to contend? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah.  I never dealt with taking five months off before.  I had some 
flashes of some good golf last summer on this tour, which gave me some confidence.  It's a 
fine line out there.  I think I missed like six or seven cuts by one shot, which you're not really 
playing that bad on that tour if you're missing a cut by one shot.  So I've just been trying to 
stay positive, keep reinforcing the good stuff.  It's a lot easier said than done, for sure, but I 
think I can do it. 
 
Q.  What was the official diagnosis of the injury? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  It was a small hairline stress fracture in my left wrist.  It's kind of a 
finicky injury, there's not a lot you can do for it other than taking four to five months off.  It 
sort of got misdiagnosed a little bit.  It wasn't way off, but the MRIs didn't show the stress 
fracture, but those small ones in there that you kind of have to, even with that technology, 
get the right angle on it.   
 
I got some counseling from the Steadman clinic in Vail and he's like, I know it doesn't look 
like it on the MRI, but from my 20 years of experience, I think that's exactly what it is.  You 
can't be taking these six-week times off to think it's going to get better, you need to take four 
to five months off.  So that was when I decided.   
 
I went to CareerBuilder not this year but the year before thinking that I was going to be able 
to go, and he kind of counseled me to shut it down for a while, so that's kind of been the 
evolution. 
 
Q.  What was it like for you for that period of time to shut it down and what did you 
do? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  I spent a lot of time with my now fiancée.  We went to Europe for a 
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couple weeks, did a few trips here and there.  You know, I had some stuff to do.  I kind of 
focused in on some mental game prep that I could do and I just -- there were times when it 
was difficult, for sure.  Read a lot of books. 
 
Q.  Were you ever concerned that it might be career ending or was it not that -- 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  You know, all the docs that I talked to, I didn't get that vibe from them.  
It sounded like as soon as I worked with the last guy, he was like, you know, this will get 
better.  Either we'll do surgery or you take time off.  Either way, we'll fix it.  I think with any 
injury where you're taking that amount of time off, it can be a little bit disconcerting. 
 
Q.  What was your favorite book you read during the time off? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Favorite book?  I read a few books from Steven Kotler, Rise of 
Superman.  It's really cool stuff.  It's basically all about how extreme sports athletes get in 
the zone, and if they don't get in the zone, they pretty much die.  So learning from their 
experience.  So obviously it's a little less extreme on the golf course, but there's a lot of cool 
stories about extreme performance. 
 
Q.  Anything that you can like apply to the way you approach the game? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Probably the best thing is you need a little bit of that tension to perform 
at an even higher level than you think you could.  There's like just a ton of examples of that.  
Big wave surfing, backcountry snowboarding, hitting jumps of guys where they wouldn't be 
able to hit jumps like that in practice but in competition they're able to do it.  I think that's 
directly applicable to any sport you want to talk about at the highest level.  You see people 
do things that they probably themselves never thought they would be able to do in a 
tournament. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Definitely.  Or my caddie kept me in line, though.   
 
Q.  Do you remember what tournament you won here?  
 
BRANDON HAGY:  No.  It was just their host tournament, Ohio State. 
 


