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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 15, 2019 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  So, Matt, 5 under in the opening round here at the Scarlet Course.  What was the 
best part of your game today would you say? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  Oh, I putted awesome, I putted great.  I made two probably 
15-footers for par throughout the round, kind of momentum savers.  Made a ton of putts 
where I didn't hit it real close, and the times I hit it inside 15 feet, took advantage of it. 
 
Q.  I was just talking with Ben Taylor, who switched up putters entering this week.  
Have you been using the same putter all year? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  No, I've been on the putter carousel a little bit.  But I switched three 
weeks ago, got fit for a putter in Omaha.  I didn't putt very well there and switched the next 
week in Springfield.  Putted awesome the last few weeks and started to kind of go in the 
right direction. 
 
Q.  What kind of putter are you using now? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  It's a center-shafted Odyssey.  It's a center-shafted Odyssey that I 
would have never chose for myself, I never putted with a center shaft or done anything with 
it.  Guy I've been working with on my short game really kind of said this is probably where 
we need to go, and kind of had to trust him and go with it and it's worked out great. 
 
Q.  What's his name? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  Robert, Robert Merrill.  
 
Q.  Okay. 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  He's been out here for a while. 
 
Q.  Kind of an interesting month for you, a couple missed cuts and obviously a good 
showing at Ellie Mae.  How would you assess your game right now? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  It's been going good.  The game's been actually really, really good.  
I've been trying to kind of mess with the putting a little bit, trying to get it right, and it's finally 
starting to make some strides.  I hit it good at Ellie Mae and I hit it good today.  I was a little 
squirrelly last week for whatever reason, just playing a ton of golf, 15 out of the last 18 or 
whatever weeks it's been.  But you just kind of fluctuate a little bit sometimes.  Never really 
got to a good start last week and just kind of did whatever.  It's been good, golf game's been 
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good.  It's been a weird month a little bit, but when I played good, I played really good. 
 
Q.  First time here as a professional.  Have you played here in college previously? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  I did, I played Regionals.  I played Regionals once when I was a 
freshman in college. 
 
Q.  Did that experience help you at all out here? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  Yeah, I finished second that week.  I played really, really good.  I 
kind of knew a little bit -- I remembered a little bit about the golf course, not a ton, but I 
remember you had to drive it really well and ended up driving it okay and putting okay. 
 
Q.  What do you take away from the Ellie Mae experience being right there in the mix 
in the final few holes? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  It was finally nice to get off to a good start and kind of be in the mix 
for four days.  I mean, I had played some good golf and I had a couple top-15s, a couple 
top-10s, but I was always kind of running from behind a little bit, running from -- I started at 
like 20th on the final day and shoot four or five under and finished eighth or ninth.   
 
So Ellie Mae was just nice to kind of be in the lead and start getting comfortable being there.  
You don't always take advantage of the first opportunity you get and hopefully you get more 
opportunities and you can take care of those. 
 
Q.  You mentioned your putting was important today.  Was there a particular putt or 
hole you felt was important? 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  I was starting to get kind of hot on the front and then No. 8 I had like 
50 feet and I left it like over this kind of crazy hump or whatever.  I left it like 20 feet short 
and then made it for par and that was just kind of, I was like all right, everything's kind of 
where I want it to be and I'm starting to feel comfortable and starting to get some stuff going 
my way.  From then on in it was everything was going in the hole, which was nice.  Hadn't 
been that way in a while. 
 
Q.  Does it feel good to kind of be playing free this week?  You've really got nothing to 
lose, you've got a job next year. 
 
MATTHEW NeSMITH:  Yeah, absolutely.  It's great.  I mean, it's nice to have, I mean, three 
chances to get on the PGA TOUR.  I played pretty good this year, but I never played great.  
Never won, didn't win or anything like that, so never was really there until the last week of 
the year.  So it's really nice to have three events playing well to have a chance to get your 
PGA TOUR card, it's awesome. 
 


