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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 15, 2019 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Great playing today.  Take us through your round. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, this course could be pretty hard and a lot of the pins were kind 
of tucked in, so early on I just tried to go to the middle of the green.  I finally got some good 
looks and finally made a birdie on No. 4 and a nice putt on No. 5 to kind of get kick-started.  
Yeah, I just played solid all day.  I really was fortunate to get the putter going, especially at 
the end.  I made three really nice putts to finish off and hopefully that will keep me going for 
the rest of the week. 
 
Q.  If you had to pick one club that was working best for you today, what would it be? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Honestly, the putter, yeah.  I would probably say the putter. 
 
Q.  And we talked, you played out here before.  Does it give you confidence coming 
back to a course you know? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  A little bit.  But, you know, conditions change and it's still a golf course 
that needs to be played.  Obviously it helps to know where you can miss it and not miss it, 
but you've just got to play with what you have and see how it goes. 
 
Q.  One of your assistants at Oklahoma State used to be the coach here.  Did you pick 
his brain at all or ask him for any pointers?  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I didn't pick his brain a whole lot, but my caddie, Shay, talked to him a 
lot.  They went through the yardage book and everything.  Because I already played here, I 
knew what to expect, but at least he kind of filled my caddie in a little bit. 
 
Q.  And going into this round, we talked on Tuesday about (inaudible).  Starting 
together competitive-wise, do you think in terms of three weeks or are you just 
thinking today, this week, like -- 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I think your mind naturally wants to think the bigger picture, you want 
to think ahead, but at the end of the day you've got to -- you have some work to do and you 
just literally have to take it shot by shot, day by day.  But it's natural just to think about, okay, 
win this week, win this week and whatever.  I mean, it just is what it is. 
 
Q.  How did you play 13 today after the eight yesterday? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, it was a little trickier pin today with that back left pin.  I mean, 
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there's basically no -- you have to hit a rope hook in there to get it to stop up there.  So I just 
kind of -- I tried to hit it just right at it, tried to hit a little cut, and obviously the wind was off 
the left and basically conceded that I was going to have a 40-footer, 50-footer coming up the 
hill. 
 
Q.  Given the summer you've had, and obviously just fallen a few points short of the 
FedExCup standings, does that give you confidence out here knowing, you know, I 
can compete out here on the PGA Tour?  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I would say so.  I've played well.  I think most of the all the fact 
that I've been so consistent every week, not that I've had one fourth and then two missed 
cuts and then one 25th or 18th.  The fact that I've made all the cuts that I've been playing in, 
that gives me even more confidence because I feel like in the Finals, if you just play 
consistently good golf, that should get the job done.  So that gives me even more 
confidence. 
 
Q.  What's your best round you played since this summer if you had to pick one 
round? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  In college or -- 
 
Q.  Could be anywhere.    
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Like before the summer? 
 
Q.  Um-hmm, this year. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  That's a good question.  My memory's so bad, I just kind of move on.  
That's a good question.  Probably back to we played a college tournament at Palm Springs 
and I finished with a -- shot 5 under that last round and it was pretty windy, to within the 
tournament by one shot, so that was pretty good. 
 
Q.  Random question, but what's your favorite yardage, like what number makes you 
most comfortable? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  I mean, depends what club kind of.  Uphill, downhill, it all plays 
different.  I don't really have a favorite yardage.  All of them.  Just kidding. 
 


