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PRE-TOURNAMENT  INTERVIEW 
July 31, 2019 
 
JORDAN SPIETH 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Jordan Spieth into the interview room.  He's 
making his second career start at the Wyndham Championship having finished runner-up 
here in 2013.  Jordan, welcome back to Greensboro.  If we can get some comments on 
being here this week. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I'm very excited.  I committed last minute, but it was one that this 
season I've been kind of looking at maybe adding.  Obviously it leads to hopefully a really 
long stretch to end the season, but now the season ends earlier.  So trying to play a little bit 
with tournaments that are maybe good fits for my game.  The only time I've played here, I 
really enjoyed it.  I've wanted to play it every year, it just haven't really worked out to play 
seven in row to end the season.   
 
With one less this year and not really projected to be at East Lake at this point, I thought this 
would be a good one to add and kind of come and maybe create a little momentum into the 
Playoffs and also build on what happened six years ago. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  I was going to say, you've been building some momentum here of late, T-12 
last week in Memphis, you're currently 67th in the FedExCup standings.  So like you said, a 
little bit of work to do.  Just comment on that stretch that's ahead of us and like you say, 
hopefully a deep run. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I'm just trying to get a little more consistent.  This year's just been 
inconsistent for me.  I've shot some really low rounds, I've putted really well, but I've just had 
those tee balls that are costing me a chance to win golf tournaments pretty much each 
week.  Those are getting tighter, it's getting less spread out, I'm driving the ball better.  Just 
really need to continue to do what I'm doing, not try to do anything extra special.  It's not too 
far off.  It's just, like I mentioned five, six months ago, it's just going to be a process, a 
building process.  I feel patient with it.  And this golf course forces you to really work the ball 
off the tee into some pretty small fairways and so it will be a really good test for where I'm at 
right now. 
 
Q.  Jordan, do you foresee that -- you only have two events basically to get yourself to 
East Lake whereas you used to have three.  Do you foresee this tournament here 
becoming a little bit more of almost like a pre-playoff event sort of for guys to come 
and try and get their number up a little bit? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Maybe, especially with the schedule change next year, I think that will 
help this tournament out a bit.  You know, it's more of like how much in a row are you 
playing situation, where with The Open Championship going into a World Golf 
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Championship, then the Wyndham and then the Playoffs, at some point you cannot play 
every week.  So if you're going to take one off in that stretch, it makes most sense normally 
for this to be the week off.  That's why the fields haven't been as stellar as they would be on 
a golf course of this caliber at a tournament of this caliber.   
 
I think next year that will change, I think it will be really strong.  And then I think with the 
Wyndham Rewards Top-10, that could certainly in certain years could really interest people 
in coming.  It's a hefty bonus that you can maybe make up ground on for certain players.  I 
think as the years go on, we'll certainly see this event get better and better.  It's a golf course 
and a tournament that deserves that, so hopefully that's the case. 
 
Q.  Jordan, when you were here the other time and had the chance, what did that do 
for you career-wise, anything in particular?  Any lasting impact that had on your 
career? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Fortunately, I had won at the John Deere, so that was a big move to 
being able to get into the Playoffs.  So I was playing here.  It moved me up significantly in 
the FedExCup, which gave me kind of free rolling through the Playoffs that year, which 
ultimately probably helped my finishes the first few events.  Got me into East Lake and then 
in the Presidents Cup. 
 
So it was a big boost from kind of gaining that PGA TOUR status to moving up the list for 
that season even though I had only played, I don't know, maybe 12, 13, 14 events.  So it 
was significant.  Obviously had I won the playoff, it would have done even more, but that's 
okay.  I lost that one to Patrick, got one back a few years later, and we're waiting for round 
three at some point. 
 
Q.  You were talking about being patient this year, with what you're working through, 
is patience easy for you -- 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  No.   
 
Q.  -- or has that had to be a learned behavior for you this year? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I'm not.  I'm not a patient person, so it's been difficult, especially 
kind of the end of last year and the beginning of this season through the fall and into the 
very early part of this year.  I kind of recognized where I was at and needed to stop trying to 
force things and just, you know, understand that I could make things worse or I can take my 
time.   
 
They might -- progressively it might be frustrating for maybe the rest of the season, but soon 
enough I'll be back to the level that I want to be at, that I've been at before and that is the 
ultimate goal.  And I've put in as much or more time this year than ever before.  It's not a 
lack of work ethic, it's just simply trying to work on the right things and nail that in.   
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So it's a significant goal of mine to try to get back on the top of this sport, and I've got a lot of 
work ahead of me in order to do that, but I'm excited for the challenge.  Got to embrace it. 
 
Q.  You've played this course on every single level of your career, as an amateur and 
all the way up.  What do you like about this course?  Of course it's not a long one, it's 
more putting, which is you, but what do you like about? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  A couple things.  One, it doesn't favor any player.  I think you have to 
play to your spots, you have to hit quality golf shots, you've got to work it both ways on 
approach shots into greens just to hold it on the correct surfaces where they stick the pins.   
 
And then my favorite part about it is how fast and slopey these bermuda greens are.  I grew 
up on greens very similar to this, similar to last week's greens, if not even more slope here.  
So you just have so much feel.  Very rarely do you have a straight putt on your first putt, so 
you've got to -- speed control's massively important, and then picking those lines and finding 
that marriage between the line and the speed that I just love to do so much that, 
unfortunately, we just don't see a whole lot of.  This course just, it stands the test of time.  It 
creates a great scene every single year no matter how the game itself has progressed. 
 
Q.  Jordan, you talked about 2013.  This was part of the springboard that ultimately 
got you on the Presidents Cup team.  What do you think you would have to do this 
year starting with Wyndham over the next few weeks to be in the conversation as one 
of Tiger's captain's picks? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I don't know.  Certainly that's a massive goal of mine, it is every year to 
try and make the team events.  It's been the most fun weeks of the year.  I understand that 
as of now I'm pretty far out of it, but I'm not going to think much about it.   
 
I mean, the best way for me to, you know, deserve a pick is to take care of my own business 
over the next few weeks.  I don't even know the qualifications, when they stop, when the 
picks are at this point because I know the tournament is in December now, but I assume 
they're probably still after the second playoff event.  So I've got a few weeks to try and just 
continue to do what I've been doing.   
 
Like I mentioned before, I don't have to do anything special to, I think, get myself in position 
to have a chance on a Saturday or Sunday coming up.  I just need to make sure that I'm not 
forcing anything, let my tee-to-green game progress, and then on and around the greens 
stay where they're at.  With this many years, I'm aware of when I'm close and I'm aware 
when I'm not.  So I'm just trying to stay as patient as possible, give myself as many birdie 
putts, greens in regulation being an important stat for me over the next few weeks and 
should work my way up and have a chance. 
 
Q.  Jordan, did you make your decision to come here Friday during your round, after 
your round? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  Yes. 
 
Q.  What exactly went into that?  Did you wait to see how you felt? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, honestly, yeah.  I was kind of waiting to see how I felt physically, 
you know, knowing that if I do what I'm trying to do, it could be a six-week stretch.  It was 
nice, I knew I would be able to go home for a couple days, which I did.  And I would plan on 
doing it if it is a six-week stretch after Chicago, too, just to kind of get in your own bed, feel 
like you break it up a little bit.   
 
Yeah, and a lot of it had to do with really trying to have another event looking at the 
FedExCup and a tournament that I knew -- I mean, I've only played once, but had success 
at this course.  The style of greens really fit my game on and around the greens.  I started to 
kind of play through last week and realized that this would be a really good idea to come 
here.   
 
I'm really pumped to be here.  I was telling Michael over the weekend when we were 
playing, man, I'm glad I made that decision, that was a great call.  So I'm excited to be out 
there tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Last week you had a couple of blemishes on your scorecards, but still finished 10 
shots behind and finished six under. Is there any confidence that you gained from last 
week that you're bringing to this week? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, just what you said.  Without really like three drives, I have a 
chance to win the golf tournament, and I really felt like I did not hit the ball well on my 
approach game.  I actually drove the ball well, it's just unfortunately the couple that got off, 
got off enough to cost me six shots or so within a few drives.  So you can't have that.  You 
can't have that on this course, either, obviously.   
 
But having said that, even if those drives kind of stay in play and I save three or four of those 
strokes, I'm in the thick of things of kind of a top-5 without feeling like I hit the ball well at all.  
So progression each week would be -- is the goal.  Like I mentioned, greens in regulation is 
kind of my important stat going forward right now, and that just simply means I'm not trying 
to force it into pins, I'm just letting the golf course come to me. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Anything else?  Jordan Spieth, best of luck. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Thank you. 
 


