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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
July 27, 2019 
 
JORDAN SPIETH  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Happy birthday.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  Statistically, this was your best putting day of the week.  I don't know if it felt that 
way, it seemed like it did.  Is it a bit of a learning curve coming from last week? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  You know, this was -- in my opinion, it was my worst putting day of the 
week so far.  The first day I made a lot of putts, and then I had I think a three-putt and a 
four-putt to throw my stats off, but they were good putts, just on really speedy greens, on 
pins on knobs.  So I hit my lines better the first day, and then today I had -- I probably 
missed five or six putts inside of 12 feet. 
 
So no, I didn't have any problem coming -- these are my favorite style of greens.  If I could 
pick any green to play every week on, it's bermuda with some slope and some grain.  We 
only get to see that four or five times a year.  That's what I grew up on, so that's what I feel 
most comfortable on.  I've been putting I think pretty well this week, but pretty much the 
same as the year, pretty on par I think with the year.  So looking to try and maybe gain two 
or three on the field tomorrow. 
 
Q.  What are you hoping to accomplish, I guess, the rest of this year? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I would like to make East Lake, that's my goal now.  That's why I 
decided to play next week as well.  It's a tournament that I always want to play.  With four 
playoff events in the past and then normally Akron, PGA and then there, I mean, it's too 
much.   
 
But now, you know, I've never played more than four in a row and I might be doing six in a 
row, but going home for some breaks in between.  So East Lake's my number one goal at 
this point, I really want to get back there.  I didn't like missing that last year, and coming in 
further behind this year than I was last year.   
 
So I felt like I've made progress each day this week and still probably a few rounds away 
from really clicking.  But I know I'm working the right direction just by the way I drove the ball 
today.  That was by far my best feeling driving the golf ball in a couple years.  So it's just 
around the corner, I just didn't really hit it close enough. 
 
Q.  Do you feel there's the possibility to shoot low enough tomorrow for anybody to 
make up five or six strokes? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  I mean, an 8 under round's already been had this week.  Somebody 
down five shoots 8 under, that's going to be hard to beat.  It's hard to play protective on a 
golf course like this because if you end up having 20, 30 feet, I mean, with where the hole 
locations are and the speed and the slope of the greens, it's just really tough to play safe.   
 
So I wouldn't be surprised, and I think the leaderboard's already showing today that guys 
that started four to six back are already up towards the top.  Kicking myself a little for the first 
round or else I could have been there, but it is what it is.  Try to go out and shoot a lower 
round tomorrow than I did today. 
 
Q.  Back to East Lake, what is it about that place that you like? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Well, you made it to the top 30 for the season.  Again, fast, slopey 
bermuda grainy greens.  The golf course fits my game really well, it's one of best ones for 
my game on Tour.  So any chance I have of going to a place like that, I would like to go.   
 
It stinks because those type of greens are typically in the worst points in the schedule for 
me -- Hilton Head, next week, East Lake -- so I need to kind of maybe rework my schedule a 
bit to try to get on these surfaces a little bit more going forward, because that poa annua 
stuff I struggle with out there in California and I seem to putt really well on these surfaces. 
 
Q.  I feel like that given your success there, you're the type of guy who can look a 
10-stroke deficit in the face and still believe you can make it up. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I would feel better going in at a 10-shot deficit for four days than 
going in in 30th place in the FedExCup the way it was before.  I know that historically the 
percentage chances say it's the same, but I'm telling you, if you're playing East Lake a little 
bit conservative like you're holding the lead from day one, which you'll feel like that, I've got 
a feeling East Lake will be a bunched leaderboard this year.   
 
It's going to be pretty exciting at the end just because of the style of play that you go out 
with.  I mean, if it's not -- it's going to be an unusual circumstance mentally standing on the 
tee when you're three or four down.  It's actually almost like a freedom feeling.  And if you're 
holding a two-shot lead over four guys, it's like, you know, don't make the mistake, like just 
play to the center of the green.  So I think it will be pretty exciting this year.  I think it might 
take a year or two for the public to really like it, but I think it will make for better finishes. 
 


