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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
July 27, 2019 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, when you came here yesterday you said it was an (inaudible.)  
 
RORY McILROY:  I made six more birdies than I did yesterday, which was nice.  One more 
bogey, but yeah, got it going, got it going today, which was nice.  I had a goal in my head, I 
wanted to get to double digits under par by the end of the day, and obviously I did a little bit 
better than that.  Made a nice run at the end there and obviously in a good position heading 
into tomorrow. 
 
Q.  What was your favorite iron shot out there? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Probably the tee shot on the eighth hole. 
 
Q.  Talk us through it.  
 
RORY McILROY:  It was a perfect number, it was 140 and it was just a gap wedge.  I had a 
couple -- I hit gap wedge on 9 as well, but just one of those ones I knew it was going to fly 
the bunker.  But it wasn't going to make it all the way to the pin, but it's so nice when you can 
just step up and free flow it.  It was the same on the ninth hole.  I mean, again, my tee shot 
on the 14th was my -- 
 
Q.  That would be my pick, that was a beauty. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think it was 190 down the hill with a little bit of help.  Sort of been 
my stock shot the last few weeks.  I've had to neutralize it a little bit this week, I was turning 
the ball over a little bit too much the first couple days.  But it's so nice when you can aim a 
couple feet right of the pin and, if anything, just going to go a little bit left.  Great to make two 
there, especially after the bogey. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, these greens are so pure.  You know, I'm not saying the greens 
we putted on the last two weeks weren't, but just they're such a nice speed that you get it 
online and you just let gravity do the rest.  It's been nice to see a lot of putts drop this week.  
I know I was in the top-10 in strokes gained putting going into today.  Probably went up in 
that category as well.  Everything today worked really well.  Really happy with the wedges.  I 
think that's the reason why five shots better today. 
 
Q.  Tomorrow, so many great players in the mix.  What's the opportunity for you and 
Brooks in terms of -- (inaudible)? 
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RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it is exciting.  He's the No. 1 player in the world, four majors in the 
last three years.  He's the man right now.  I got to play with him the last couple days and I 
enjoyed it.  I enjoyed seeing what he can do. 
 
Q.  Sixty-two, what a day.  When you were on the range this morning practicing, 
getting ready, how were you feeling?  Did you discover something out there? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I spent a little bit of extra time on the range this morning.  I wanted 
to dial in my wedges a little bit.  My distance control along with my direction control wasn't 
very good the first two days.  A goal of mine today was just to try and hit it pin high.  I just 
wanted to try and hit it pin high, and if I can do that, I know I wouldn't be too far away.  
Dialed in my wedges a little bit this morning and that was nice that it continued onto the golf 
course. 
 
Q.  And the crowd, every birdie, they just jumped on your bandwagon. You felt that, 
didn't you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was nice.  I definitely had a little bit of momentum coming home 
over the last few holes.  I think the way I responded to the bogey as well on the 12th hole, 
made birdie on 14, and then after that I really felt the momentum.  And yeah, the crowd got 
behind me, which was awesome.  Hopefully I can do the same again tomorrow. 
 
Q.  I wanted to ask you this, because you have not missed many cuts in your career, 
but the last four, you've come back the next week second, first, second and 12th.  
Why do you bounce back so well after a missed cut? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Quick learner, I think.  Yeah, I mean, I think you learn way more from 
your failures than you do from your successes.  Anytime I have an undesirable week, I really 
look at it and I try to examine, okay, what went wrong here and what can I do to put it right 
the next week.   
 
The great thing about golf, it provides you opportunities all the time.  You miss a cut, you can 
get straight back on the horse the next week and try again.  Not a lot of sports have that 
luxury.  I think we're very fortunate that we can try to respond to our setbacks pretty quickly. 
 
Q.  You're a former FedExCup champion.  If you win tomorrow, you'll be No. 1 in 
FedExCup points heading to the Playoffs.  That's huge.  
 
RORY McILROY:  Big goal.  I would love for that to be the case.  You want to be as high up 
in the rankings as you possibly can going into the Playoffs.  Yeah, it would be.  To go in for 
me with a week off next week with a little bit of rest and get ready for those big three weeks 
coming up, that's a big incentive. 
 
Q.  You talked earlier in the week about using the fact that you had a tournament the 
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next week to kind of get over it.  Has this kind of almost been therapeutic in that you 
could just (inaudible) because you're right in the heat of it? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I literally just said that in that radio interview.  We're very fortunate 
in golf that there's always next week.  You can respond so quickly from setbacks and 
failures.  The last four missed cuts that I've had, I've finished first, second, first and 12th.  I 
said I'm a quick learner.   
 
Yes, there's going to be times where you don't play so well, but as long as you can learn 
from that and sort of put into practice what you've learned and try to correct maybe what 
happened the week before.  You know, that's what happened from Memorial into Canada 
this year.  It's sort of -- I mean, obviously I played a really good round of golf last Friday, but I 
learnt some things on Thursday that I really tried to focus on this week.  As I said, we're 
fortunate that we always have next week to get right back on the horse and try again. 
 
Q.  Along those lines, is there a certain level of importance for you to sort of bounce 
back?  You've done it a couple times. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I don't know.  The pressure, I guess the pressure's off a little bit.  
You've had a bad week and you go to the next week and you say, okay, I didn't do this well, 
I didn't do this well.  So you're sort of trying to focus on that rather than winning the 
tournament.   
 
So for me, this week I wanted to focus on neutralizing my ball flight and trying to dial in my 
distances.  All of a sudden, you know, those two little focus points, you know, have made me 
play some good golf again. 
 
Q.  Rory, how did that come into play on the back nine, especially there toward the 
last three or four holes? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, I felt I made a great up-and-down for bogey on 12.  Then I 
think the tee shot on 14 got me going again.  Hit a great shot in there, made birdie.  I could 
have birdied the last five holes.  I had a putt from about 10 feet on 15 that just slid by.   
 
The birdie on 16 was big.  I only had 5-iron from the middle of the fairway and missed it in a 
spot that probably wasn't the place to miss it, but I made a great up-and-down.   
 
Then the two putts on 17 and 18 are just bonuses, right?  You feed them down the hill and if 
they drop, great, and if not, it's still going to be a really good day.  So it was really nice for 
those two to drop.   
 
My goal at the start of the day was to try to get to double digits under par going into 
tomorrow and I bettered that by two and that's because of those little bonus putts on 17 and 
18. 
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Q.  (Inaudible) with Brooks in the tournament and also the Wyndham Rewards, it's a 
big day tomorrow.  
 
RORY McILROY:  PGA TOUR dream, it's perfect. 
 
Q.  Thank you for saying it. 
 
RORY McILROY:  It is, though.  I think like I want to go into New York No. 1 in those points 
because it's important, and I want to try to stay up there as high as possible and I'm going up 
again against the best player in the world.  He's won four majors in the last three years.  
He's the No. 1 ranked player in the world.  It's going to be a fun day tomorrow, I'm excited 
about it.  I got to play alongside him the first two days and his game looked awfully 
impressive.  So I need to go out and try and focus on myself and put a sort of thought or 
target in my head and just try and go for that. 
 
Q.  On that note, is there momentum going into tomorrow?  I mean, you almost shot 
the course record today, especially down the stretch. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, you know, tomorrow's a new day.  Whatever happened today is 
great, but got to reset and try and go again tomorrow.  I think it's nice that I've seen some 
really good golf and I've seen some putts fall that, you know, I don't know if it gives you 
momentum, but it gives you confidence going forward. 
 
Q.  You told us earlier in the week about what you learned playing the 18th hole last 
time you were here.  Is that really just (inaudible)? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, a little bit.  And even today I hit less, I hit driver the first two days 
and I hit 3-wood today, wind was sort of helping.  Still I didn't think 3 -- it's about 310 to get 
into that end bunker and I hit 3-wood in there.  I wasn't expecting that.   
 
Yeah, look, tomorrow, depending where I'm at in the tournament and where I find myself, it 
could be 5-wood down the right, it could be try to be more aggressive.  You know, hopefully 
it certainly won't be the result that it was seven years ago. 
 
Q.  Rory, obviously this is a big week just having the WGC here.  Can you just speak 
to the magnitude of what that means to have you and Brooks potentially here for the 
pairing tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think Memphis has been one of the communities that's really 
supported the PGA TOUR for a long time.  You know, coming here for a long time.  
Obviously FedEx are a massive partner for the PGA TOUR and put a lot of money into the 
game, but also the money that's raised for St. Jude this week as well is phenomenal.  It's 
always been a wonderful stop on Tour, but I think now that it's elevated to a World Golf 
Championship has brought it to that next level.  Hopefully, Brooks and I can add a bit of 
excitement to that tomorrow.  


