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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
July 26, 2019 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  An improved score, 67, 4 under, what was the difference between the two rounds 
to you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I drove it well again, which was good.  I just didn't make the mistakes.  
Obviously had a bit of a (inaudible) in the middle of the round yesterday and as you could 
see (inaudible) but making three birdies.  So played uneventful, sort of a little slow.  But 
yeah, it was a good round of golf and just trying to keep hanging around. 
 
Q.  Let's have a look at one of the highlights.  How well (inaudible)? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, they're rolling really good.  You know, it's funny, you play back 
over in the U.K., and then even before that we played on poa annua and you're not having to 
judge grain or read grain or anything, but obviously with the greens being bermuda, that sort 
of caught me out a couple of times today.  Maybe over the weekend, just look at the green a 
little bit more, but overall pretty solid day. 
 
Q.  Just finally, this golf course, you're in pretty great shape the last couple of days, 
within striking distance.  Is it a course you can push on in? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think you have to respect it.  As you can see, everything is so bunched.  
Obviously Fitz has come in and he's 9 under for the tournament.  There's a lot of guys at 4, 
5, 6 under par, so you have to respect it.  But hopefully I can make a move on the weekend 
and finish strong and give myself a chance. 
 
Q.  Rory, tough to get some traction out there today.  Certainly had some 
opportunities, they just weren't falling for you.  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah.  I mean, I don't know, I think if you have a look at my putting stats 
over the first few days, I'm probably pretty good.  I was in the top-10 yesterday and I holed 
some nice ones today.  I guess it was more I just wasn't -- I wasn't hitting it close enough 
when I hit good tee shots and I think that was it.  I'm technically good off the tee, but then as 
I get closer to the green, it's been a bit of a struggle the last two days, so going to try to 
clean that up over the weekend. 
 
Q.  How do you feel about your position and your play heading into Saturday and 
Sunday? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Position-wise, it's very bunched.  It doesn't seem like anyone's going 
super low.  The lead's 9 under, there's a lot of guys sort of 4, 5, 6.  So yeah, I'm sort of right 
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there.  Go out, play a solid round tomorrow, I should have a good chance on Sunday. 
 
Q.  You're actually fifth in strokes gained putting.  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, yeah, they just didn't drop. 
 
Q.  How did you make the transition from last week? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Honestly, I much prefer faster greens.  I struggle -- we play this sort of 
speed week in, week out and then you're having to adjust over there rather than to -- I mean, 
this is back to normal for us.  And they're so pure.  If you hit a good putt and it starts online, 
it's got a good chance of going in.  And I think as well you get so used to reading greens at a 
certain speed, so a lot of putts that I hit last week, because they're like 10 on the 
Stimpmeter, they look like it's going to be a ball right or a cup on the left and they just don't 
break, where here they're fast enough that they take the break more often.  It's nice to get 
back on greens like this. 
 
Q.  Rory, like you said, obviously shaping up to be an exciting weekend.  It's really 
kind of anyone's tournament to win here. 
 
RORY McILROY:  It is, for sure.  Obviously Matt Fitzpatrick has got himself to 9 under par, 
which is great position after two days.  But yeah, I mean, I think anyone sort of on my score, 
4 under and better, everyone still has a great chance heading into the weekend. 
 


