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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
July 26, 2019 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Brooks, tell me how important it was to make that birdie at the 9th there after 
driving it in the left-hand rough off the fairway, because that can be some pretty deep 
stuff over there, then you knock in the putt as well? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, when you miss fairways out here, it's always going to be tough.  
We've seen enough balls in the rough this week, we know how far it's jumping, jumping 
about 25 yards.  So it kind of put us in a good number right to the front of the green, aimed a 
little bit right of it and lucky enough to kind of like knuckled and sliced and drew and sliced 
again and drew again, so went back on the pin.  It's always nice rolling in. 
 
Q.  I got to watch your entire round today and what I noticed was very little stress for 
you with those putts that are inside of 10 feet.  It appears that the confidence level is 
very high with the putter when it comes to those kind of putts? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, these greens are so good, anything inside of 10 feet you're 
expecting to make.  I've been putting good, I just haven't made anything.  It's nice to get on 
some good greens, fast greens and kind of really see the line.  Fortunately, I still haven't 
really made much this week outside of that 15-foot range, they're all just burning the edge.  It 
was kind of the story last week. 
 
Q.  Do you kind of look at the leaderboard and like where you sit knowing that it's still 
really anyone's tournament to win? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, no, of course.  I didn't hit it that good today.  I still really haven't 
made any putts, so if I can get a few putts to drop and just hit it like I did yesterday, I should 
be just fine. 
 
Q.  What's the, I guess, balance between happiness and annoyance when you haven't 
played your best but you're right up there still? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, you don't need to play four great days, you just need to play 
four solid days, and to be right there with nine holes to go is kind of the key.  Four, five back, 
see how it goes.  Obviously I need to press a little bit harder tomorrow and see where we're 
at and get it going. 
 
Q.  This course lends itself to a potential low one, right?  You can chase that number 
if you need to? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, you've just got to hit fairways on this golf course.  You put it in 
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the rough and you're going to have a difficult time.  It's all about positioning yourself off the 
tee.  These greens are so good, anything inside 10 feet you're expecting to make.  You have 
so many wedges, too, so if you can just drive it in the fairway, you're going to have a lot of 
good looks. 
 
Q.  You said yesterday you hit your putts but they just weren't dropping.  Is that kind 
of the same thing today or are your reads off? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, I mean everything feels good.  Sometimes that's just how it is.  
You're trying to match up from 20 feet an inch.  The lines are good, they feel good when 
they come off, they're good speed.  Sometimes that's just how it goes.  You've just got to 
kind of push through it. 
 
Q.  Brooks, are you kind of fighting off a cold and what's kind of your stamina after 
the big week last week? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  It was just nice to get back home.  I feel getting back home for a day 
and a half was nice.  Just kind of feels like a new week and kind of put your feet up for a day 
and a half was very nice. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I mean, this golf course, the way it's set up, you know that's 
kind of the case.  Yeah, you can shoot a low one, but you get out of position, you're going to 
make quite a few bogeys.  This golf course you kind of knew everybody was going to be 
jampacked. 
 
Q.  Do you remember much about your first visit here in '14 before that U.S. Open 
week?  Does anything stand out in your mind about that first time out here? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I loved this golf course the first time I played it.  I think it's been 
really solid and it's been a fun track for me to play.  These greens are so pure.  I love a golf 
course with good greens, it's going to challenge you.  It really forces you to play position golf 
off the tee and I like that. 
 


