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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
July 26, 2019 
 
MATTHEW FIZPATRICK  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  I wouldn't say so, no, particularly given that I was five behind 
Jon, and then obviously four birdies in a row, I thought I put myself in a good position.  But at 
the same time, you know, I feel like the field that we're in, other people are going to reel off 
two or three in the first few holes.  So to be where I was, I was a little surprised.  I was just 
solo second straightaway, but it was a great start. 
 
Q.  I mean, what do you think kind of led to that early success? 
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  Just made my putts.  It's something I struggled to do this year.  
Previous years I've been playing great and end of last year and majority of this year I've 
struggled a little bit.  I mean, it's hard not to putt well on these greens, they're unbelievable.  I 
would say they're probably the best we play on all year bar Augusta. 
 
Q.  When you look at the leaderboard, it might be some names that people might not 
have been expecting to be at the top of a WGC event.  How does that kind of give you 
confidence and what's kind of your mindset to kind of hold off some of these bigger 
names going forward? 
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  I think the golf course probably suits me a little bit more than 
most.  If you miss a fairway, you don't know how it's going to come out of the rough, so that 
makes it tougher.  If I can just keep hitting fairways and greens, then give yourself a lot of 
chances.  And like I say, the greens are so pure.  Hopefully from there, just keep doing what 
I'm doing really. 
 
Q.  Do you come in feeling at all like an underdog? 
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  Yeah, definitely.  You know, I'm not on anyone's radar every 
week, it's great.  Obviously you want to get to that stage where you are on the radar and 
you're doing press conferences every week, but at the same time, being where I am is not 
an issue.  It's a nice place to be. 
 
Q.  I think if I'm not mistaken, your special temporary status, making it to the Playoffs, 
(inaudible).  Is that on your mind at all? 
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  No.  I planned three weeks off, so I was looking forward to 
some time off.  But if I were to make the Playoffs, then that would obviously be brilliant.  The 
goal at the start of the season was to get my card and obviously I wrapped that up early, so 
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anything extra is a bonus. 
 
Q.  We were just joking we picked the wrong day to wear all black, but we may have to 
wear it again after today's performance.  Let's talk about it.  Speaking of hot, the iron 
play's been exceptional, 13 greens yesterday, 15 today.  What's been the change and 
sort of the revamp with this golf course and the iron play? 
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  My irons have been pretty good all year.  My putting's been 
what I've been struggling with.  That's obviously done well so far this week.  A little surprised 
at how the golf course is playing.  I played Tuesday, gave myself obviously no chance, it 
was (inaudible).  I had 4-iron into 9 (inaudible) today, a lot firmer, a lot faster. 
 
Q.  Maybe uptick would be a better word than revamp because when you think about 
these greens last season, the fourth hardest on the PGA TOUR, you're second in 
proximity.  When you do that, how much does that free up your putter? 
 
MATTHEW FITZPATRICK:  Definitely.  I think if you can just keep giving yourself a lot of 
chances, playing to the smart areas of the green.  Sort of get behind the eight ball and start 
chasing it (inaudible).  
 


