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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 25, 2019 
 
JON RAHM  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  That's your PGA TOUR, on the PGA TOUR, your best strokes gained putting round 
ever. 
 
JON RAHM:  I don't know what to say. 
 
Q.  I think you missed one putt inside 25 feet.    
 
JON RAHM:  Did I really?  Well, I mean, starting early on I had a lot of putts that were short, 
a couple for birdies, but most of them were for par.  Ten, great par.  Eleven, I hit it close.  
Twelve, I was off the green.  Thirteen, I was way off.  If I wasn't 40 feet, I was either off the 
green or close for birdie, so I think that was the key.   
 
I think on my back nine or starting on 18 really, my last 10 holes, I made a lot of putts.  I 
mean, I hit really good putts and I read the greens properly, but I think the main key out of all 
that, it was my positioning.  I know I tend to be an aggressive player, but I tried to think about 
it today and I left myself pretty much on every single putt besides 18, I was almost in the fall 
line every time.  The putt on one, two, seven and eight, those birdie putts that I made, not 
any of them were aimed outside the edge right or left.  So that's what made it so, not easy 
but that's what made it so comforting because I knew, especially with the greens being this 
pure, if I started the ball online I was going to have a chance. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) mentioned the jet lag coming from The Open.  What have you done this 
week to kind of conserve your energy? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, I can tell you getting to the first tee today was the first time I stepped on 
that nine.  I didn't see my back nine today at all before today.   
 
I'm going to let Phil go by, otherwise you won't hear me.  Hi, Phil. 
 
And that was the main key.  I didn't do anything Monday or Tuesday, I just rested and 
stretched at the hotel, in the room.  And then yesterday I came with the plan of playing 18 
holes.  I putted and warmed up, and after four holes, I teed off on 10, I think that was when I 
got to 14 or 15, I was dead.  I mean, I couldn't -- I couldn't swing properly.  I was really tired, 
so I just decided to just finish the round of nine holes, eat and just putt a little bit and go, 
honestly.   
 
I tried to put a stress or a little emphasis on being rested and it paid off today.  Obviously I 
have three more days to go and hopefully the battery lasts, but that was the main deal for 
me, especially from the U.S. Open until now.  I had a friend's wedding and then I played a lot 
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of golf after that.  I played in Valderrama sick, won in Ireland, and every time you win, it 
takes a lot out of you.  I couldn't wait to get ready for The Open and then The Open, that 
Sunday in The Open was so consuming with that weather that we had.  I was pretty 
exhausted Monday and Tuesday and that's why I decided not to do much on the golf course 
and just make sure mentally I was going to be ready to compete. 
 
Q.  John, you made the pledge to give a thousand dollars to St. Jude's.  Good start.  
Why was it so important for you to add that? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, it was twofold.  On Tuesday I was so freaking tired that I was asked to 
do a visit to the hospital and I couldn't because I was really just that tired and I said no, so I 
decided to do that.  It's also $5,000 per eagle, and I was really trying to make an eagle on 16 
today and give myself a chance on both holes, but I couldn't do it.   
 
And then I also visited the tent yesterday on 18 where some of the kids were doing some 
stuff.  I'm only doing it because, honestly, it's such a great cause.  The fact that kids can 
come to this hospital and this community, that's what they do, go to the hospital and they 
won't pay a bill.  Human health is so important and we all wish there was more things like 
that.  I mean, it's nobody's fault that they have the illnesses that they have, and the fact that 
some of them can't be treated because they can't afford it and don't have the resources.  So 
in this case, I can do to help a little bit.  Luckily, I do what I do for a living and, you know, as 
a 24-year-old I make a lot more than I'll ever need.  So if I can give a little bit of what I have 
and help at least one kid, it's a success.   
 
It's the same reason why I almost felt bad for not coming here before.  I didn't know how 
important this event was for that.  Anytime you play golf, when you play it for more than just 
yourself, you play for such a good cause.  It's just heartwarming and humbling.  There's a lot 
more to life than golf and like I said, anytime I can help, I will. 
 
Q.  On the 12th hole it was either great for people or bad, a lot of bogeys there.  You 
parred that hole.  What worked for you on that 12th hole? 
 
JON RAHM:  On 12?  Well, I hit a great tee shot and I literally skulled a wedge.  I hit an 
average wedge, then a chip and a great putt for par and went on.   
 
I think it also starts off the tee.  You can be conservative with an iron, you can hit a 3-wood 
or driver as far as down as you want really.  The main thing is the second shot.  It's a difficult 
green.  The way it stands, especially with the back pin, you can't really see before or after 
and you can't really focus on the landing spot, so just need to be really committed on your 
number.  It's just a difficult hole, it's as simple as that.  If you can put it on the center of the 
green pin high, you're always going to have a chance, but that's a tough thing to do, 
especially if you don't hit the fairway. 
 
Q.  Relative to Sunday's round and the conditions, how would you compare your 
ball-striking? 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
JON RAHM:  Well, you can't compare.  Sunday at The Open was so windy, even good 
shots were ending up bad shots, so it's hard to compare.  It's a survival day.  It's technique 
and strategy just goes out the window.  You've got to survive and try to make the best out of 
it. 
 
But today, seriously, with the irons and everything, it's one of the best ball-strikings I've had, 
and not for proximity to the hole, it was proximity to where I was trying to hit, which is the 
part that made it happen today.  Especially with the narrow fairways we have, it's up there.  I 
played pretty similar at PLAYERS, but I didn't putt quite the same as this, but pretty similar 
to my third round of the PLAYERS Championship. 
 
Q.  How surprised are you to have success somewhere you haven't played before? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, it's not like you can't shoot low without knowing a golf course.  
Obviously knowing it helps and just seeing the lines, but, you know, when you don't see it, 
it's just committing what my caddie told me.  Adam was just telling me where to hit it and it 
works.   
 
I've done this before actually.  I think in Palm Springs the last two years I might have played 
nine holes combined of practice on the course and I finished first and fifth, I believe.  So it's 
just something I'm used to.  Obviously I did know the course there.  Like I said, sometimes I 
just put a lot more importance on being rested and feeling good rather than seeing the golf 
course. 
 
Q.  Adam's caddied here before for someone else, hasn't he? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah.  Actually today, the tenth hole basically was the first time he ever 
caddied on the PGA TOUR for Vaughan Taylor in 2004.  He caddied for Jonathan Byrd and 
Russell Henley, so I believe obviously he's come back with him before.  He's a great caddie, 
he knows my game.  I listen to him a lot off the tee, so it paid off.  
 
Q.  Well played.  You go from Ireland where, by the way, you won a couple weeks ago, 
to hot and humid Memphis, Tennessee.  You make over 140 feet of putts today.  How 
do you go from those Irish greens and adapt so quickly here? 
 
JON RAHM:  I don't know.  I think honestly it's just the (inaudible).  I think it's just been -- the 
only time I was at the golf course was yesterday morning and I putted for about 30 minutes 
before playing nine and 30 minutes afterward.  It just felt good.  Once you come to a 
tournament and hit a few putts, for the most part it's kind of like feel and memory.  For me it's 
always easier to adjust quickly going to slow greens.  Nothing special really.    
 
Q.  You're one of those players when things start to go well they seem to continue.  
Obviously I mentioned that a couple weeks back.  How much confidence are you 
carrying now? 
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JON RAHM:  Well, it was great confidence going towards The Open.  This is completely 
different golf, right?  You try to hit the ball, stop it quick.  Over there in Ireland you're trying to 
keep it closer to the ground.  Just a little bit of adjusting.   
 
But like I said, it's kind of like just learning to feel and the memory take you back to American 
golf.  I think the biggest thing coming here was adjusting to the jet lag and making sure my 
body and my mind were rested more than my golf swing. 
 
Q.  You're currently 10th in the FedExCup standings.  The major season's obviously 
finished, but now you reset and get ready for that final push.  How much does that 
sort of preparation continue like you're getting ready for majors carry into, because 
there's obviously a lot of money at stake. 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, you know, in my case it's just realizing for me there's four more events, 
three of them are Playoffs.  There's nothing that I'm going to figure out in my swing that's 
going to make me shoot 65, right, so just making sure everything is rested.  It's really easy to 
just run yourself down, so just make sure you're rested and, you know, you can think clearly 
and still swing properly. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  How pleased are you with that? 
 
JON RAHM:  I am extremely pleased.  Yesterday was the first I ever stepped on the front 
nine yesterday.  Honestly. yesterday came out to play 18 and (inaudible.)  
 
Q.  John, describe that finish.  You started on the back nine, but on the front you 
birdied six, seven and eight and then that incredible up-and-down to save your par at 
the ninth.  
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, surprising since I've never seen the front nine before until today.  You 
know, I started hitting it really good I think around on 15, 16.  I made a really good shot with 
my 8-iron and that kind of got me going.   
 
Before that, it was a little shaky.  I was able to save the round with my putting.  Just started 
hitting good shot after good shot, was never thinking about technique.  I think the lack of 
experience on the course helped because Adam was just telling me, hey, hit it this way, and 
I wasn't really thinking about it too much.   
 
The key to all those birdies, my position on the greens was really good.  I was able to not 
really go at the pins every single time, but I was able to make myself putts that for the most 
part I felt with very little break, so at that point I really, if I could do that every day of the year, 
that would be amazing.  I had a lot of, I'm not going to say easy putts, but the breaks, those 
last three birdies that I made, six was tap-in; seven and eight, I think none of them were 
outside the edge putts and they were both 15, 20 feet, so I think that was the key to it. 
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Q.  You mentioned the sixth hole, you had not made a bogey all day.  At the sixth you 
hit that tee shot well left, some of that grass that was up to your knees and then you 
hit it about two feet away.  Approaching that second shot, you're looking at the lie, 
you're looking where the ball is, you're thinking, hey, if I can get four, I want to get out 
of here and just keep the clean card. 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, off the tee, since I've never been here before I had no idea what was 
there.  I don't think Adam had ever anything that far left.  We saw the high grass, the fescue, 
and we saw it cuts off and it started again.  It was a 300-yard carry to the high grass and I hit 
it so bad, I never thought it made it there.  We actually got really lucky.  I was in the high 
grass, but there was about a gap of half a foot to a foot of nothing behind it.  It was a big 
hole with no grass.  All I had to make sure is that the clubface was square, just really had to 
keep it there.  I know I was going to be able to make good contact, not get a flyer.  I mean, it 
just happened, right?  I aimed a little left, I hit it hard, kept the clubface square and then the 
wind did the rest.  I knew it wouldn't be a flyer, but it's hard to think that the ball's going to 
exactly end when you want it, no problems.  I was just kind of hoping to kind of hit the green 
anywhere.  It's more luck than anything. 
 


