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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 25, 2019 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -1) 
 
 
Q.  (In progress) with four birdies in your last five holes, what was the difference? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I hit a really good tee shot into 14 and I think that turned things 
around for me.  Sort of lost my swing a little bit in the middle of the round.  I started missing 
some left, club started laid on too much in the downswing, getting underneath the plane.  
That's sort of I think from playing in the wind the last couple weeks, it just sort of happens.  
But I made a good swing on 14 and then went from there and made some good swings 
coming home and it was nice to finish the way I did. 
 
Q.  When you look at some of the guys that have won here over the years, this seems 
like a golf course that would kind of suit your eye.  What do you think after you've had 
some time to spend on it as you look forward to tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, definitely, I think it does.  There's a lot of par 4s out there that are 
470, 480, 490, so if you can drive it well and get it up there and give yourself wedges or 
short irons into greens (inaudible). 
 
Q.  You talked a lot about what happened at Royal Portrush (inaudible) talking how we 
don't think people realize how much pressure was out there.  Now that you've had a 
week to sort of assess it, did you even know that it would be that strenuous, that 
stressful? 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, I didn't.  I said in my press conference yesterday that I sort of tried to 
downplay (inaudible) a little bit, and I purposely tried to downplay last week because even 
though I was saying it's going to be a wonderful tournament and if I were to win it would be 
the biggest accomplishment of my career, I was still trying to approach it like any other 
week.  
 
But once I got on the first tee on Thursday, I realized it wasn't any other week, which 
probably wasn't a great thing.   
 
But having a week to reflect, it was still a wonderful experience.  You know, I wish things 
would have happened a little bit differently that first day, but at the same time it was a 
wonderful ending.  Shane did unbelievably well and I'm happy for him, and hopefully it won't 
be too long before I get another crack at another Open at Portrush.  
 
Q.  What are your thoughts on Adare Manor?  
 
RORY McILROY:  JP made no secret that once he invested a lot of money into Adare 
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Manor, he bought the place (inaudible) hotel facilities.  I mean, it's going to be a great venue.  
I think that the venues that you're going to have the next few years, obviously they had Paris 
last year, we're going to go to Rome and (inaudible).  It's really cool and I'm so happy for JP 
and his family and everyone involved with Adare that it's there.   
 
It's the 20th anniversary of the Ryder Cup going to Ireland at the K Club, first time.  I 
remember being there as a 17-year-old and shouting and cheering them on.  Hopefully I'm 
involved in that team.  Yeah, I'm very excited.  It's obviously a long time to go, there's a few 
Ryder Cups to play before that, but yeah, it's wonderful that it's back in Ireland. 
 
Q.  Fourteen get you back on track a little bit? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, the swing on 14, I sort of lost my swing there for a few holes in the 
middle of the round and I had a lovely shot into 14 and that gave me a bit of confidence.  It 
was a nice feeling.  I just missed a few.  Club was getting a little stuck behind me and 
underneath, I was really just trying to turn onto it and trying to get that club back down on 
plane.  I hit some better shots coming in.  
 
Q.  Felt like coming over from Europe (inaudible)?  
 
RORY McILROY:  It is, it is a bit of an adjustment.  Even you see Jason still is hitting these 
little sort of low shots all the time, like little punch shots.  So you adapt for the conditions 
over there and then you come back here and you have to try to adapt quickly again to these 
conditions.  Yeah, it's different grass, bermuda, the greens are faster.  It takes a little bit of 
time. 
 
Q.  Nice to finish the way you did? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah.  If I hadn't parred my way in and shot 3 over and someone told me 
I had to go and do a drug test, I wouldn't have been as happy as I am, so makes it a bit 
easier. 
 
Q.  This is new to have this tournament at this time of year for Memphis.  How did you 
(inaudible) the first day? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, they were wonderful.  A lot of kids out, which is good.  I think when 
the tournament comes here in June, I'm not sure if the kids are out of school at that point, so 
to see so many youngsters out there and following is really cool. 
 
Q.  Last week obviously a little bit disappointing for you.  How important is it for you 
to come out here and have a good week? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it is important.  I wanted to bounce back and respond in the right 
way coming in here.  Sort of as soon as I finished on Friday last week, I was like, well, I've 
got another tournament in Memphis next week, get back on the horse and try to shoot four 
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good scores and try to leave this tournament with some positives going into a little mini 
break before the start of the Playoffs. 
 


