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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 25, 2019 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -1) 
 
 
Q.  Left-hand low on the second nine and it worked.  What led to the change? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, if you watch the -- 
 
Q.  I watched.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it couldn't get any worse, so I figured I had to try something.  
Yeah, I mean, I hit it great on the front side, too, which is (inaudible) because I hit great 
shots, I was always in good positions.  I should have shot 3 or 4 under on the front, I shoot 3 
over.  It was, yeah, not very good. 
 
And so going to the back, I don't know, I didn't decide to do it until I was literally about to hit 
the putt on one, which was my tenth hole.  But sometimes you just need a little bit of change. 
 
Q.  You changed putters, I know.  You used this one before, it's kind of that 
TaylorMade Anser style (inaudible) mini Spider.  What was the reason for changing 
that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I just, I don't know.  I putted with a putter like that for (inaudible), my 
first nine years on Tour.  It's not -- I'm used to it, but I just feel like I was having a hard time 
matching my line and speed.  I was hitting good putts with the Spider, I just wasn't making 
anything.  I felt like, I don't know, I have a little bit better feel with this putter.  Obviously the 
front side I didn't roll it very well, but the back side I made a lot of very nice putts and I was 
hitting it on my line and with good pace.  So I'm definitely swinging well, which is nice.  Hit a 
lot of really good golf shots out there.  I should have played about eight shots better than 
what I shot, but it's good.  Got a lot of good, positive momentum going.  
 
Q.  Sometimes you just need to shake things up and going left-hand low, the quickest 
way to create momentum is to make a few putts? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Well, I hit it great on the front side.  I hit a lot of great shots.  
The only bad shot I hit was on 18.  That was -- I was just kind of in between clubs and just 
caught it a little thin in the bunker, but still it was okay.  Hit a good bunker shot.   
 
Yeah, I did not make anything on the front side.  It was terrible.  So yeah, I did switch it up 
on my back nine, which is the front nine here at the golf course.  Rolled it very well all nine 
holes. 
 
Q.  Yeah, but when did you think that you were going to make it, because I saw you 
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kind of go through a little bit of rehearsal on the first fairway and then you went with 
it. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I just figured it couldn't get any worse, so why not try something 
new.  And I've putted cross-handed a few times, not very much.  It more helps my setup and 
helps me get my right arm a little bit (inaudible).  Helps me stroke it down the line a little bit 
better.  So yeah, it worked. 
 
Q.  I felt like the pace improved dramatically once you went to the cross-hand.  You 
talk about the right hand and I was talking to H3 and he said that left-hand low, that 
right arm kind of stays in there and everything rolls smooth? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I've always, even when I've just done it on the practice green 
messing around, I've always stroked it really well.  These greens are really fast, so it's 
actually, it's a good time for me to do it, because when I've got to hit it, it's not as easy.  You 
know, I'm going to go work on it here in a few minutes and we'll probably see it again 
tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Well, under par and certainly a golf course that you've had huge success on, kind 
of a golf course that you have to be a tactician on and you're one of the best out 
there.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, no, like I said, I played really well today.  Obviously my score 
does not reflect that, but I did play really good golf.  So definitely I have some momentum 
going into tomorrow.  I've just got to keep giving myself opportunities and I'll eventually start 
making some putts. 
 


