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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 23, 2019 
 
JUSTIN ROSE 
 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  We want to welcome our 2018 FedExCup champion, Justin Rose, here to 
the World Golf Championships FedEx St. Jude Invitational.  Justin, currently No. 11 in the 
FedExCup standings.  Just a lot happening at the end of the year here, a lot to play for.  
Opening comments as you try to defend your FedExCup title? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, it's getting to that time of year.  It's getting to that exciting point now 
where we kind of turn it on the Playoffs and the FedExCup.  I think I'm in a decent position, 
11th is a decent defense so far.  We kind of all know once the Playoffs come around, you've 
got to bring your best.  And especially this year with the changes to the format, you have to 
really try to position yourself going into East Lake to not have too much of a deficit there.   
 
So for me personally, good memories there at East Lake, and the next few weeks are really 
important just to like keep pace with the leaders and really make a bit of a run now, so I'm 
excited.  
 
CHRIS REIMER:  Obviously the community here in Memphis and FedEx are very familiar 
with the PGA TOUR, but maybe a little less familiar with World Golf Championships.  Just if 
you could, some comments about the importance of World Golf Championships events and 
your opportunity to play against the best in the world. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, absolutely.  So this, just the way the schedule worked out for me 
previously prior to U.S. Open, I've always been a guy that's liked to kind of practice before 
major championships, so to have the opportunity to finally be here in Memphis is something 
I've been looking forward to. 
 
Obviously I've made some good friends at FedEx along the way being the defending 
FedExCup champion, it's obviously a huge honor for me to be here at the first inaugural 
WGC St. Jude FedEx World Golf Championship.   
 
My first impressions is it's fantastic.  The conditioning of the facility is unbelievable.  I'm 
going to get out there this afternoon and look at the golf course.  FedExCup have obviously, 
you know, we all know how much they've stepped up in supporting the PGA Tour, but we 
know that the World Golf Championships go a little bit deeper and broader than just the PGA 
Tour.  They really feed other tours as well.  So obviously FedEx's involvement in golf is 
really spreading across the world, which is great.  
 
Q.  Rosey, I could go back to last week and just Royal Portrush, what are your final 
thoughts on it and where do you rank it sort of in the rotation now that you've got one 
tournament out of the way?  
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JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I really enjoyed the golf course.  I think it was a golf course that didn't 
have a bad hole on it.  I think it was a golf course that also suited -- well, I mean, there were 
moments on the golf course where it was tight.  Holes like 11, they just looked awkward off 
the tee.  It's a golf course where you have to drive the ball well, but if you did drive the ball 
well, in some ways it offered you the opportunity to be aggressive.   
 
Some links golf courses, you always feel like you're always laying back short of the bunker, 
short of the bunker, whereas Portrush gave you the opportunity to challenge it a little bit.  We 
saw that with the scoring.   
 
Obviously Shane, especially on the Saturday, kind of got it going, went low.  And on Sunday 
it was a classic links day that it just gets ugly and any golf course is really, really tough in 
those conditions.   
 
But again, Portrush was the perfect test in the sense that it was still playable on Sunday.  
Not for me it wasn't playable, but it was still playable on Sunday.  Disappointing finish 
obviously for myself, but Shane showed that if you played well and managed your game well 
and you hit the right shot at the right time, even par was doable out there on Sunday. 
 
Q.  So it looks like there's all kinds of approaches on how to get to Atlanta, no, with 
the new schedule.  What worked for you last year and what's going to work for you 
this year do you think? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I think everyone's been trying to figure out the schedule this year, for 
sure, and everyone's got their own preferences.  For me now, it's about -- this is I would say 
my last chance to position myself before the Playoffs really get underway.  We all know that 
there's the Wyndham Rewards is kind of -- this is the last couple of weeks to position 
yourself for that, which there's a lot to play for there.   
 
But for me, I'm a guy that likes East Lake, so if I can just be within a few shots of the lead.  
So if I tee off at 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 under par at East Lake, I'm going to feel like I've got a pretty 
good opportunity to be able to defend my FedExCup title.  The fact of liking the final venue is 
really, really important for me. 
 
Q.  One question about last week.  With Shane winning, it looked like it was a 
celebration for all Ireland and the U.K. in general.  Will you celebrate as a friend, as a 
European, as an Irishman?  I mean, the fact that he won The Open.  
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I was just saying to my caddie today, had I won The Open last week, 
obviously I would have my friends and family and my local golf club that had probably done 
something special for me, but I don't think it would have been the homecoming amazing 
environment that Shane's enjoying.  The Irish people really got behind him, whether it was 
Northern Ireland or Irish.  There was no border it didn't seem like, everyone was right behind 
him, which is fantastic.   
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Yeah, I would be scared to celebrate with Shane because it'd be a big night. 
 
Q.  You mentioned that you like the last venue of the Playoffs, but talk me through the 
fact that we're going to Medinah before that, and of course what you did there in 2012, 
how big was that in terms of catapulting you to being a major winner the next season, 
etc.?  Like is that place something special to you?   
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I think Medinah's always going to have amazing memories for me 
and the whole Europe Ryder Cup team, to be honest with you.  It was called at the Miracle 
at Medinah for a reason.  That Sunday was just something that you can't explain or predict, 
or never want to try and replicate because it was an amazing comeback.   
 
But for me personally in my match, there were moments where there were just putts you had 
to make.  A lot of the tournaments that I've won, I've had the pleasure of two-putting 18 or 
having a little bit of a lead or a cushion coming down the last few holes.  So it kind of gave 
me the feeling of back to back to back of making those putts that feel like winning putts on 
the 18th green.   
 
Every putt in match play has a bit of finality to it.  You win the hole, that's done, you 
move on.  So I had a putt at 16, a putt at 17 and a putt at 18, and everyone remembers 
the putt on 17, but for me the most special putt was the one on 18 because it closed 
the door, it locked up the match.  I think it did.   
 
And 2010, 2011, 2012 was a great time in my career where I was building momentum.  I got 
my first PGA TOUR win, then I won my first playoff event and I felt I'm trending in the right 
direction.  Then I won a WGC in 2012 along with the Ryder Cup.  Kind of gave me that belief 
that I was ready to win a major.  So yeah, that was a great steppingstone sort of couple of 
years. 
 
Q.  And secondly, why do you think no one's successfully defended the FedExCup 
yet? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  The guys are pretty hungry out here, the guys are good.  It's tough to 
defend any title really, but to defend it over a whole course of a season I think is tricky.   
 
And obviously the Playoffs are designed to be volatile in the sense of you have to bring your 
best game when it counts the most.  There could be a standout player from the previous 
year that just doesn't have his best three weeks at the right time.  Playoff golf, playoff 
anything, playoff basketball, it's about the best bringing their best.  You expect it from the top 
players to be able do that, but it's not easy. 
 
Q.  You could be the first, though, right? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  That's the plan.  It's definitely a goal, no doubt. 
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Q.  Justin, what is your first impressions of Memphis and have you tried any of the 
local food, such as barbecue? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  You know, I haven't actually yet.  I got in at 9:00 last night, so I'm probably 
not in the best position to be mentioning that.  But I think just from the crowd out there and 
the fans, because I've never been here before, so I just feel like there's a really nice vibe out 
there and looking forward just to growing into the week and experiencing all that Memphis 
has to offer.  Sorry to kind of hedge the question, but yeah, give me a couple days. 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  We'll get you some barbecue pretty quickly, I imagine, out here.  That 
won't be a problem. 
 
Q.  Rosey, after the driver testing last week and Xander, there have been a lot of 
players that said they feel like maybe driver testing should be something that's more 
common on the PGA TOUR, maybe like drug testing wherever one's drivers get tested 
over the course of the season.  Would you be in favor of that? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  I wasn't aware there was any driver testing last week.  Was there?  What 
happened? 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  There was.  There was about 30 players got tested. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Okay.  Yeah, so I mean, I would like to know the results of those driver 
testings.  If it's kind of a moot point and all the drivers are conforming, I don't see why we 
have to keep being subjected to it, but if 12 drivers were nonconforming, then I think it's 
important that we do get tested regularly would be my answer to that.  So I think it depends 
on the results. 
 
Q.  Can you just comment a little bit about your pairings, obviously matching up with 
Spieth and Kuchar, and just how you feel about that? 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, I think it's a great pairing for me.  I enjoy both of those guys' 
company and their caddies as well, so I think there will be some good banter.  I'm actually 
staying in a condo this week with Kuch, so it's going to be a long week of Kuch banter and 
Kuch dry sense of humor, so I'm excited about the pairing for sure.   
 
The tee times are always very leisurely in World Golf Championships, so you can really work 
into the day.  So happy with the pairings, happy with the tee times and looking forward to it.  
 
CHRIS REIMER:  Any further questions for Justin?  All right.    
 
At this time I want to introduce Raj Subramaniam, the president and chief operating officer of 
FedEx Corporation. We've got a special announcement here and initiative, and Raj and 
Justin want to be a part of.  Thank you.   
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Raj, I know you've got an important announcement, so go ahead and make some openings 
comments.  
 
RAJ SUBRAMANIAM:  Okay.  Well, thank you everybody for joining us, and on behalf of 
FedEx, thrilled to welcome all of you to TPC Southwind here in Memphis.  It's obviously a 
very, very special week for us.  This is the inaugural World Golf Championship FedEx St. 
Jude Invitational. 
 
While we're here to watch some of the world's best golfers compete in our great city, but 
there's also no better place for us to announce a couple of groundbreaking milestones for 
our company, FedEx.  
 
In 2016 we unveiled a new program, which we called FedEx Cares, for our global 
community engagement program.  At that time we set an ambitious goal to invest 
$200 million in 200 communities by 2020 to create opportunities and deliver positive change 
around the world.  Today I'm proud to say that we have exceeded our goal six months early. 
 
But our work does not stop there, and in fact, we're just getting started.  To celebrate our 
company's 50th anniversary in 2023, we are now launching FedEx Cares 50 by 50.  The 
goal is simple, to positively impact 50 million people around the world by our 50th 
anniversary.  We will continue to take our business and logistics expertise and the passion 
of our team members and apply them to help some of the world's problems.   
 
We're delivering medical supplies when disaster strikes.  We're delivering trees when our 
service members cannot be with their families during the holidays.  We're delivering warm to 
children who need winter coats.   
 
In short, we're delivering new possibilities for 50 million people.  And we are so excited to 
embark on our journey using our business and logistic expertise, sponsorships like the 
WGC, the FedEx St. Jude Invitational, the FedExCup and the PGA, but most importantly, 
the passion of our FedEx team members to positively impact 50 million people around the 
world.   
 
Thank you very much. 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  We have a video to show.   
 
(Video played.)   
 
CHRIS REIMER:  Congratulations, Raj, and all the FedEx team members that are here with 
us.  I know FedEx has some of these programs already on the PGA TOUR.  What have 
been some of the highlights that you've seen from FedExCup programs?  
 
RAJ SUBRAMANIAM:  Well, we have several programs with Junior Achievement and we 
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have entrepreneurship programs, but today what I want to say is that Thursday through 
Saturday, fans will have the opportunity to sink a 50-foot putt.  It's set up at the practice 
green outside the 18th hole, and if you make it, every time you make it, we make a monetary 
donation to St. Jude's, so that's the program for this week. 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  I know that, Justin, as Ben asked, you made some 50-foot putts at 
Medinah.  Maybe we could bring Phil over and you can do that again.  I hear you have an 
idea on how to get that activation started.  
 
RAJ SUBRAMANIAM:  I want to see if Justin's going to take me up on the offer we have 
one of the best putters in the world, take us up on our offer for a 50-foot putt here. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Absolutely.  I've been tuning up my putting stroke all morning and taking 
this challenge very seriously.  What's the plan?  
 
RAJ SUBRAMANIAM:  We have it set up right outside.  You're going to have five shots, five 
chances, and if you make one of them, then we'll make a $50,000 donation to the St. Jude 
Hospital.  And we have Dakota, a 12-year-old from Mississippi, a St. Jude patient who's 
willing to help you out here.  He's going to be your caddie. 
 
JUSTIN ROSE:  Okay.  I'm going to definitely ask his opinion on how to read the green, for 
sure.  This is a lot of pressure.  When you're trying to make money for yourself, it's one thing 
if you don't do it, but there's a lot of kids in need on this putt. 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  All right.  Well, thank you guys.  Thank you Justin and Raj and the media 
in attendance.  If any of you would like to join us outside to watch Justin and Dakota, we'll be 
right out here on the practice green behind the media center, so let's get started. 
 


