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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 24, 2019 
 
RORY McILROY 
 
 
CLARE BODEL:  Rory, welcome here to Memphis --  
 
RORY McILROY:  Thank you. 
 
CLARE BODEL:  -- for the WGC FedEx St. Jude Invitational.  You've played here before at 
Southwind, although quite a few years ago, and you just played 18 today.  So tell us what 
you think of the course and what you think about Memphis. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think it's been seven years since I played here.  Had a good 
chance actually back in 2012, I think I was tied for the lead on the last tee box and hit one 
into the water and that sort of put a halt to my chances. 
 
But it's nice to be back.  It's always a good golf course, a golf course that rewards good 
ball-striking.  It's a little soft out there obviously with all the rain that Memphis has had.  But 
yeah, it's good to be here.  Looking forward to the week.   
 
It's a bit of a contrast considering the type of golf we've had to play the last two weeks back 
over in the U.K.  Green speeds are a little different; hit my first couple of putts there about 
10 feet past.  Yeah, it's something to sort of adjust to and get used to again.  But yeah, 
looking forward to getting back out there and playing this week. 
 
CLARE BODEL:  In terms of WGCs, you have a great record:  You've won twice, including 
this event in its previous guise, a host of top-10s.  What is it that clicks for you in these 
events?  
 
RORY McILROY:  I sort of like these events that have no cut.  You sort of go out there and 
freewheel from the start.  Not that you should have really any sort of a different attitude in 
regular events, but I've always enjoyed the golf courses that the WGCs have been at.   
 
Obviously this tournament was in Akron, not here, but I think it's went from a very strong golf 
course to another strong golf course.  You know, I've sort of -- I enjoy Mexico now, that's 
another good stop on Tour.  But yeah, I like the World Golf Championships.  It's some of the 
strongest fields of the year and you're playing with the strongest players from the get-go.  
Like playing with Brooks and Jason Day tomorrow and Friday, to be in those sort of marquee 
groups from the outset is a cool thing as well.  
 
Q.  Clearly you would have liked to go deeper last week, but is there a silver lining in 
being a little rested, I guess, coming here this week after missing that weekend? 
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RORY McILROY:  I've spent the last three days moving into a new house, so I didn't get 
much rest, sort of unpacking boxes.  My wife was doing most of it.  It's been a little rested, 
but at the same time I've had a lot of stuff going on the last few days.  But it's nice to get out 
here.  And I haven't touched a club since Friday, so it was nice to get back out there today 
and play a little bit and practice, try to get ready for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  And just on how it all finished, you obviously did some great interviews after you 
missed the cut by one.  Looked like in that minute you had a new perspective on 
certain things, sort of a wider view maybe on your place in the game and in general.  
Is that fair?  I mean, have you sort of had time to reflect? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I don't know if it was -- I don't know if hit home my place in the 
game, but I think it was more where I stood in terms of like to the people of my home 
country.  I think that was -- that was what was overwhelming for me.  It wasn't the fact -- I 
didn't cry because I missed the cut, I was overwhelmed by the support that I got.   
 
I guess at the end of the day I didn't think I meant as much to them, and I realized that they 
mean more to me than I thought they did.  So I think it went both ways and it was really nice.   
 
I mean, I had to probably stop myself from crying about four times on the back nine not 
because of the situation I found myself in, but just because of the support.  It sounded 
like -- it sounded like Sunday in terms of trying to win the golf tournament.  So I just sort of 
had to take a step back and be like, wow, I sort of mean a lot to these people, and that felt 
really good, in fairness.  And selfishly, I said this afterwards, I would have loved to have 
played in that atmosphere for two more days, but it was -- it's such a weird thing to say, but, 
you know, to think about a missed cut being one of the best experiences you ever had on a 
golf course, so I guess there is some sort of silver lining in there this year.   
 
I definitely feel more -- I think I've learned a lot in the four majors this year in terms of how 
I've started, how I've played in them, how I've tried to approach them.  I almost tried to 
downplay the majors this year, tried to treat them like every other event and I've realized 
they're not, they're not like any other event.  You need to have a certain mindset, you need 
to prepare differently.  I tried a sort of different strategy this year, it didn't quite work for me.  
Just have to reassess that going forward. 
 
Q.  Rory, has there ever been a time in your career where you've had to stop yourself 
from crying during a round of golf? 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, no.  And it was -- it just shows you, I mean, sometimes I've tried to 
take the emotion out of playing golf.  I try to think logically and try to be very stoic about the 
whole thing, but I was emotional on Friday and I was still able to play good golf in spite of 
that.   
 
So I thought that was a good lesson as well.  Sometimes a bit of emotion on the course isn't 
a bad thing.  It's just about how you can handle it and resetting in between shots.  You know, 
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it was really the -- it was like the standing ovations that I was getting walking on the greens 
and then from walking from greens to tees, that's when it really hit me.  So I at least had a 
little bit of time to gather myself and get ready for the next shot. 
 
Q.  Going back to Thursday just starting the round, were you a little surprised by the 
emotions that you had? 
 
RORY McILROY:  So it's -- it's so funny, I was probably -- I was so relaxed in the warm-up, I 
was so relaxed on the putting green 10 minutes before.  Once I was announced and I put my 
tee in the ground, I sort of noticed my hand trembling.  I was like, jeez, this is different. 
 
I don't know why.  First tee shot there wasn't really a comfortable tee shot for me anyway 
last week.  You know, in hindsight I probably should have just hit driver instead of trying to 
hit an iron down there and trying to -- should have probably just freewheeled with driver.  I 
think subconsciously I knew I was uncomfortable because I suggested a different club to 
Harry and he said, "Well, this is the club you've hit every day in practice and it's done well.  
Why would you want to hit something different?"  And I'm like, "I don't know."   
 
Yeah, I was surprised with how nervous I was, but it came on so rapidly.  That was the thing 
that was different about it.  It wasn't like it built up during the warm-up; I was totally fine.  And 
then once my name was announced, I was like, "Oh, this is a little different."  Sort of weird, 
but anyways... 
 
Q.  Rory, you mentioned your group pairing for tomorrow.  When you see that, what's 
kind of your first reaction?  Is it something you feel like trying to elevate your game or 
how do you approach it? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think first and foremost they're two guys that I really enjoy playing golf 
with and I enjoy spending time with, so it's a very comfortable grouping for me.  But yeah, 
you're playing with two of the best golfers in the world and that has a bit of a motivating 
factor about it as well.  I wouldn't say I necessarily try to elevate my game, but it sort of 
makes you focus from the start. 
 
Q.  Rory, now that you've had time to reflect back, how do you feel your home country 
did hosting The Open? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I don't think they put a foot wrong.  From everything that I've heard and 
the feedback from players and caddies and fans and media, you know, I think it was one of 
their favorite Opens over the past decade.  I thought they did a wonderful job.  The weather 
cooperated for some part of it.  It was a little dicey in certain spots, but even the scenes on 
Sunday, and I think as well with Shane winning, it was a fairytale ending.  To see all the 
people running down the 18th fairway and the marshals having to sort of create a wall for a 
barricade, it was unbelievable. 
 
I think it was a great showcase for our country, and from what I'm hearing, hopefully The 



4 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Open will go back to Portrush in maybe the next eight or 10 years hopefully. 
 
Q.  Rory, you mentioned the things that you've learned from the majors this year and 
you mentioned being here in Memphis seven years ago.  How are you different, how 
is Rory McIlroy different from now to seven years before when you were here? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Jeez, I'm a lot different.  In terms of just in golfing terms, I have three 
more majors, a lot more trophy -- a lot more tournament wins, a lot more experience.  You 
know, I think if I'm on that 18th tee box tied for the lead this year as I was back in 2012, I 
would play that 18th hole a little bit differently.   
 
But also as a person, I mean, I've been through a lot in the last seven years.  I've had to 
grow up very quickly in certain ways and I probably do have a better perspective on life and 
a better balance.  I'm married, I appreciate that side of my life a lot more, and I don't just see 
myself as a golfer.  I try to be more rounded and more balanced than that. 
 
Yeah, seven years doesn't seem like a long time, but then when you think about everything 
that's happened since then, I'm definitely a different person now than I was then. 
 
Q.  Back to your group, just what are you expecting to see from the other two guys in 
your group tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I guess, I mean, I watched quite a bit of the golf over the weekend 
and it looked like Brooks didn't miss a shot.  It seemed like he could have holed a few more 
putts and had a good chance.  So I probably expect the same out of him.  He's been -- you 
know, the best player in the world is the best player in the world. 
 
And then with Jason, I'm sort of excited to go out with Jason because he's got Stevie on the 
bag, which is obviously different for me, and to see that chemistry a little bit and to see if 
anything's different.  But I always a have a good time when I play with Jason and we have a 
good laugh, so I'm looking forward to that. 
 
Q.  Mate, you're standing third in the FedExCup.  Obviously we're coming into the 
business end here.  You've had some success at this time of year.  With one less 
playoff and the change of format for East Lake, how are you trying to approach it?  
Systematically get yourself as high as possible obviously?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, for sure.  I'm not scheduled to play next week, so knowing that if I 
have a good week here or win here, I could theoretically get to No. 1 going into the Playoffs.  
So I guess that's a big goal.   
 
I like the courses.  I like Liberty National; great memories from Medinah at the Ryder Cup in 
2012, and then I've had some great experience at East Lake, too. 
 
So yeah, it's just about getting as high up in the Playoffs as possible and trying to keep 
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yourself there.  I guess the TOUR Championship this year's going to be a very different and 
weird format and it's going to probably take a while to get used to, but I would love to tee it 
up on the first hole on Thursday with a four-shot lead or two-shot lead or whatever it's going 
to be.  So that's the game plan.  
 
Q.  Rory, I'm guessing you watched on Sunday.  Was that difficult and did you have a 
chance to maybe text Shane any messages? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so I texted him -- sorry, he texted me on Friday night and sort of 
gave me a couple of words of encouragement, and that was nice.  He said to me, "I'll see 
you in Memphis," and I said, "Well, I hope I don't see you in Memphis because hopefully 
you're still drinking out of the Claret Jug," and that obviously came to fruition and that was 
nice.   
 
But yeah, I texted him straight after and I just, you know, I sort of said to him, look, it's going 
to change your life.  It's so different.  You saw it yesterday when he went back home to his 
hometown and the amount of people that came out to see him.  It is a life-changer, 
especially doing it there at Portrush.  I mean, he's going to be a national hero for the rest of 
his life.   
 
So I just said I was so happy for him, for his wife Wendy, daughter Iris, his mom and dad, all 
his team.  I said to him, "Look, we're going to go out for dinner in New York during the 
Northern Trust."  I said, "I need to bring you out for dinner and have to have a couple sort of 
celebratory drinks."   
 
So I'm looking forward to seeing him and just so happy for him.  I mean, I've spent a lot of 
time with him, and our wives, Erica and Wendy, have become very close over the last 
couple years, so it's always great to see friends do so well. 
 
Q.  Have you ever had a robot deliver you bobbleheads before, and it seemed to 
startle you as it was following you down the line there.  Was it surprising?  What was 
the reaction there? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so I guess I'm not with the times.  I thought people still delivered 
things to houses, but obviously it's robots these days.  So yeah, it was just a little thing 
FedEx wanted to do.  Obviously being a former FedExCup champion, they have some of 
those bobbleheads.  Just a fun little thing to do. 
 
I think I got a glimpse of the future today, I guess that's what's going to happen in the future.  
Yeah, it's obviously going to put a few people out of a job. 
 
CLARE BODEL:  On that note, good look to the future of this event. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Thank you. 
 


