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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 24, 2019 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  I would like to welcome Dustin Johnson to the interview room here at the 
2019 WGC Championships FedEx St. Jude Invitational.  
 
Dustin, thanks for joining us.  I know you're coming back to a place that's obviously pretty 
near and dear to your heart with your wins here in 2012 and then '18.  The way you finished 
it off last year, putting the exclamation point on your win last year, got to have some good 
memories about coming back here. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it's a place that I always enjoy coming back to.  I've had a lot of 
success on this golf course.  I think the golf course is in probably the best shape I've ever 
seen it obviously with the rain Sunday and Monday.  The fairways are a little soft, but the 
greens are perfect.  It's in very good shape.  It's a place that I enjoy coming back and enjoy 
playing this course, and obviously I've had a lot of success here. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  And I know away from the golf course it's near and dear to your heart, a 
number of times you've gone to the hospital, spent time with the kids, and obviously with all 
FedEx does and the tournament does for the hospital means a lot to you as well.   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it's great anytime I can get down there.  Unfortunately, this year 
I didn't get to make it down, I had some meetings that I had to attend to, but it's something 
that I enjoy doing.   
 
And obviously this tournament raises a lot of money and what St. Jude does, you can't 
really -- I mean, it's unbelievable what they do and how many people they help.  It's 
incredible.  So it's something, yeah, definitely means a lot to me. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  My final question before we open it up is, you're coming into the week, 
you've got your 20th career win earlier this season, number seven in the FedExCup 
standings.  Just your thoughts moving forward through the rest of the season. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Obviously I'm seventh on the FedExCup and 78th on the 
Wyndham Rewards, so I need a really good week this week so I can climb up the 
leaderboard, and then maybe who knows what will happen.  Yeah, I need a good week this 
week.  
 
Q.  Dustin, how is your approach different when you come into a tournament, you 
know, where you are the defending champion as opposed to one where you're not?  
How are you approaching this week maybe differently from another tournament? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, technically, I'm not the defending champion this week. 
 
Q.  Well, yes, but you did win here last year.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I did. 
 
Yeah, it's no different than any other week.  No matter where I'm playing, what kind of 
tournament it is, whether it's a major or WGC or regular Tour event, I prepare the same. 
 
Q.  Dustin, do you know that they have a plaque from where you hit the shot and 
holed out last year?  Coming back on the course for the first time, did you experience 
any sort of emotions or anything like that this year? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, it's always nice to come back to a place where you've 
won, or I've won a couple times.  It's always nice to come back here.  I've got good vibes 
here and I like the golf course.  I feel like I know the golf course very well, I know what you 
have to do to succeed here.  So it's a place where I enjoy coming back to and I look forward 
to this week. 
 
Obviously having a World Golf Championship here, it's big for the town, it's big for FedEx 
and it's big for this community.  We've got great field this week and I think it will be a lot of 
fun to be a part of for the first time. 
 
Q.  Dustin, just to follow up on that, the actual spot where you hit the shot, there is 
actually a plaque in the ground.  Did you see that when you played 18? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I just played 18 a minute ago, but no, I didn't actually walk over and 
look at it. 
 
Q.  Are you aware of it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'll check it out tomorrow. 
 
Q.  And then you were talking about FedEx.  I know they are the umbrella sponsor of 
the Tour.  Do you guys think about at all the fact that this event is now a WGC in large 
part because of them?  Have you considered that at all? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  I mean, well, FedEx does a ton for the Tour.  They've been a 
great sponsor for us.  So yeah, they deserve to get it.  And I thought it was a great move for 
the golf tournament to move to here.  Yeah, I think it will just keep getting better. 
 
Q.  D.J., last time you were in contention back in May was at the PGA over the 
summer working back with Claude.  What part of your game gives you confidence 
now that you're back here in Memphis where you've contended and won so many 
times? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I've been playing -- actually I've been playing pretty good golf.  
My short game, you know, hasn't been -- hasn't been as spot on as it normally is.  Last week 
I just struggled around the greens.  I felt like I played well enough to be in contention, I just 
didn't -- you know, I didn't chip and putt it well enough. 
 
So yeah, I mean, something I've been working on and hopefully it's getting a little bit better.  
For me, if I can chip and putt it well, I'm going to play well most of the time. 
 
Q.  And one more follow.  You have many career accomplishments, major champion, 
you've won many World Golf Championships, you've been World No. 1, 20 career 
wins.  What would it mean to you to win the FedExCup and be the FedExCup 
champion for the season? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It's something that I really want to win.  It's something that I obviously 
haven't accomplished, so it's definitely on the list of things that I would like to be the 
FedExCup champion. 
 
Q.  D.J., how do the majors set up for you this year?  Do you feel like your 
preparation -- the majors this year and the new schedule, do you feel that the new 
schedule set up for you?  Did it complement the way you go about preparing for 
majors? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think the schedule was really good this year.  It was the first time, so 
it's different, but I think next year it will be normal and nobody will really talk about the 
schedule. 
 
I kind of like the way they're doing it, though.  It kind of spaces out the season a little bit, 
especially for me.  Like the end of the year I played so many events, so it was like by the 
time the TOUR Championship comes and then Ryder Cup, I mean, you're pretty tired.  Or 
Presidents Cup, whatever it was right after the TOUR Championship.  But you're pretty worn 
out by then, because I was playing -- I played every week pretty much. 
 
Q.  Dustin, you mentioned obviously your success here recently, especially winning 
at this course last year.  Do you come in feeling like you're the man to beat this 
weekend? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I couldn't hear the last part. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Could you repeat that?  
 
Q.  Yeah, there it is.  So you mentioned your success here recently; obviously you 
won at this course just last year.  Do you come in feeling like you're the man to beat 
this weekend? 
 



4 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I mean, I feel like that every week most of the time, but yeah, it's 
a place that I like.  I feel like I know the course well, I feel like the game's in good enough 
shape to contend this week.  But, you know, I'm just trying -- I want to put myself in position 
to win come Sunday afternoon. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Anything else?  Well, Dustin, we appreciate your time and best of luck this 
week.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  All right, thank you. 
 


