
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 23, 2019 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Matthew Wolff into the interview room here at the 
World Golf Championships St. Jude invitational.   
 
Matthew, if we can get you to comment on what a start it's been here on the PGA TOUR, 
winning the 3M Open.  If we can get some thoughts on what that has done to your season 
and the goals. 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah, it's been pretty amazing.  I've dreamed about being on the PGA 
TOUR for a long time and I set myself up very nicely in college playing really well, getting 
my, I mean, seven starts, but I used one at the Waste Management.   
 
Just, you know, like I said, being out here is a dream come true, but making a move and 
winning that 3M Open, my third professional start, definitely lifted a lot of stress off my 
shoulders considering we're fighting to get a Tour card out here and playing against the best 
players in the world.  And it's not easy, but it felt really good to get it out of the way quickly.   
 
And then it's brought me to tournaments like the WGC here where there's, I think, four out of 
the top -- there's only four players in the top 50 that aren't playing.  So it's cool that I've 
elevated my game so quickly, and hopefully I'll stay at this level for a long time. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Maybe a little bit behind the eight-ball in terms of the Wyndham Rewards Top 
10, you need to win the last couple weeks to get into that.  But talk a little bit about your 
goals now that you're 73rd in the FedExCup standings, just a couple weeks left before the 
Playoffs. 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah.  You're always looking at that number, the Wyndham Rewards 
Top 10.  You're not really thinking about the top 10, you're only thinking about that kind of 
top 30, I guess, to get into -- get in the TOUR Championship.  And then from there you can 
make a run and try to win it.   
 
I mean, the biggest thing is just keep on playing my game.  I made a huge jump, like I said, 
when I won and it got me able to play these WGC events as long as the Playoffs, which 
being a PGA TOUR member, gets you.   
 
I would say my biggest goal is to make it to the TOUR Championship because, you know, I 
already won and that was a huge goal, and then, you know, it's really hard to make it, 
especially in as little starts as I've had.  Most of these guys have had a whole season and 
I've only played in four events so far.  Hopefully I can capitalize on the opportunity that I've 
been given and, like I said, make the most of it and get to the TOUR Championship. 
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JOHN BUSH:  Great.  We'll open it up to questions.  If you'll raise your hand, we'll get you a 
microphone. 
 
Q.  Matthew, has it kind of sunk in yet since you won the 3M Open how fast this rise 
has come for you? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  I have to say this is the first week it kind of sunk in.  I feel like I was 
still in shock after I won and I really didn't know what to expect.  And I know how my life had 
changed being on the PGA TOUR, getting into the Masters and so many other tournaments, 
but, you know, playing in a 65- or 70-man field here with no cut against the best players in 
the world is just -- in a WGC, these are the tournaments that the elite of the elite get into.  
And I think this is the first week that I've kind of realized that I'm a champion and I belong out 
here with the best players in the world.  I'm sure it will sink in a little more as I get into the 
Playoffs, but for now I'm just enjoying it. 
 
Q.  The new younger breed seems to be sort of just hitting the ground running across 
the board.  Is there ever a time where you have to catch yourself at all and be like, this 
might not be every week, every sort of tournament that I'll be near the top, or are you 
just gung ho, I'm going to be here every week? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Well, you always tell yourself you're going to be towards the top.  If 
you don't tell yourself that, you already started off below the best players in the world.  Every 
single time they enter a tournament they're not thinking I'm just going to make the cut or I 
just have a good week, they're always thinking I want to win.  So that's what I tell myself, 
especially now that I'm here and have these opportunities.   
 
But I think the biggest thing is I won 3M, and then at the John Deere I finished like 35th or 
something.  I was hitting it really good, just really didn't get any putts to drop that week.  And, 
you know, I feel like my mindset might have changed a little bit with the win because 
obviously I know I left a lot out there at John Deere.  But at the beginning when I first came 
out or first was playing my sponsor exemptions at Travelers and Rocket Mortgage and stuff, 
35th finish, I wouldn't think that's bad at all.  But now that I won and now that I expect 
to -- not expect, but, you know, kind of want to be in contention every single week and that's 
the goal.  Those 35th finishes, obviously like I said, you have to take them as they come.  I 
guarantee I'm not going to make every cut in my career, but kind of just sticking to my game 
and taking it week by week is what I'm going to do. 
 
Q.  So I guess in college you were never an underdog, you were always one of the big 
guns.  Out here did you ever feel like an underdog and now have you already lost 
that?  
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  I wouldn't say I felt like an underdog, especially to me.  I feel like I 
belonged out here, especially since I proved that in the first three events.  But maybe some 
people out here thought of me as an underdog, that they didn't have to worry about me.  I 
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really hope that they changed their mind and they don't look at me that way anymore.  But I 
can't really do anything about that, I can just have the confidence at myself.  That field was 
really strong in 3M, Brooks was in it, No. 1 player in the world, and Jason Day, Bryson.  
There was a lot of amazing players and I happened to come out on top, and I know I could.  
So if I just had that mindset and not let that wander too far, I think I'll be all right. 
 
Q.  Matthew, you mentioned you faced already a tournament with Brooks and some of 
the other big guns.  Being at this tournament, is it maybe not so much as being 
starstruck, but is it kind of looking around like, yes, you belong, but you're around so 
many high-profile golfers, does it kind of make you want to elevate your game even 
more? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah, I think the biggest thing is I always learn from any round.  I 
learned a lot at the 3M from me winning, how to handle that pressure coming down the 
stretch and some of the things of keeping a level head and not letting myself get too far 
ahead of myself or, you know, anything like that.   
 
But I think the biggest thing is playing with these players at such a high level and this 
amazing, I mean, TPC Southwind, you've seen the scores every single year.  If someone 
plays really well, they get in the double digits, but for the most part if you shoot under par out 
here, that's a good round.  I really like playing on courses like that and I think this is going to 
help me no matter how I play this week, just help me elevate my game and, you know, point 
out my weaknesses so I'll be able to work on them and, you know, be positive moving 
forward. 
 
Q.  And speaking of TPC, what did you know about this course, kind of what it does 
for a guys' game and are you still kind of excited being in your first WGC start?   
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Yeah, it's very exciting.  Like I said, it finally kicked in that I was PGA 
TOUR champion coming here and playing with a no-cut field with the best players in the 
world.  It's very exciting and I'm thankful for the opportunity.   
 
But I just played 18 today, this is the first time I saw the course and I can see why it's a 
tough golf course.  It's narrow fairways, greens are small and fast, and if this place firms up, 
I could definitely see it being one of the hardest on Tour, which it's proven that it has been.  
So I'm really excited to, you know, see where my game holds up against these guys and I 
feel confident with what I've got. 
 
Q.  Matthew, a lot has been written and made about your swing and it's kind of 
unorthodox, kind of unusual.  Tell us kind of how that evolved, why does it work for 
you and, I mean, what are some of the things that have gone into it? 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  I would say my swing has always been the same as what you see it.  
It's unorthodox.  I bring it pretty far upright and across the line and drop it in the slot, but I've 
worked with George Gankas, my coach, a lot.  We've kind of just been grooving it, making 
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sure I'm rotating and being able to play every shot.  Like I said, I don't really trust anyone 
with my swing other than him.   
 
And obviously when I first started it wasn't the exact same as it is now as I've grown and, 
you know, over the years it's changed a little bit, but it's always had pretty good results.  I 
feel like I've been fairly consistent.  Even when I don't play great it still gives me pretty good 
numbers.   
 
I think the biggest thing for me is just sticking to that, not letting anyone else tell me that they 
think they could improve it.  Or, I mean, there's been thousands of people -- well, not 
thousands, but there's been quite a few people to come up to me and tell me things about 
my swing.  Most people just say they love it now, but there's always people, always going to 
be critics out there who want to improve it or tell you stuff about it and I just kind of let it go in 
one ear and out the other. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Anything else?  All right.  Matthew, we appreciate your time.  Best of luck this 
week. 
 
MATTHEW WOLFF:  Thank you, appreciate it. 
 


