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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
July 21, 2019 
 
JIM HERMAN  ( -26) 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome our 2019 Barbasol Championship winner, Jim 
Herman, into the interview room.  Jim, just a spectacular week of golf.  If we can get some 
comments on your play this week. 
 
JIM HERMAN:  Sure.  Yeah, I mean, starting off 65-65 will get you in contention no matter 
where we're playing.  And then to follow up it up with 10 under on Saturday.  Yeah, I mean, I 
was trying to just follow up 65 with something in that range.  You know, the scores were 
really low so you just had to keep the gas pedal down, and then today was just hanging on.   
 
Kelly and I couldn't find what we had on Saturday, so we seemed like we were clear of 
everybody, but it was going to be one of us after -- with the -- through about 15 holes.  I was 
just able to hang on.  Kelly played great obviously all week, but I came out on top. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  So you collect your second PGA TOUR victory since Houston in 2016.  Just 
talk a little bit about what it means to you to get back in the winner's circle. 
 
JIM HERMAN:  Yeah.  I mean, that was 2016.  Had a little time on medical leave and I was 
outside the 125.  I'm playing this week on past champions status, so I started last week at 
the John Deere in past champions.  So my future on Tour was not looking too bright coming 
off a lot of cuts.  I'm sure that stats, cuts missed, I'm sure that stat will be posted.  I didn't feel 
like I was playing poorly, but just putting, short game was not there.  Driving, irons has 
always been there for me, but this week found the touch and here we are. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  And before we open it up to questions, you inch closer to the top-15, I know 
that's a goal of yours, with just a couple weeks left to get to the FedExCup Playoffs. 
 
JIM HERMAN:  Sure.  Obviously an unexpected goal to get back into the 125, but yeah, 
now that I'm within reach.  Yeah, for sure I'm going to play Reno and I'm sure I'll be at the 
Wyndham Classic as well in Greensboro.  Yeah, it would be great to sneak in somehow?  
And Jim has a two year exemption on the Tour now as well, so congratulations on that.  
We'll open it up to questions. 
 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about the last two years and you had the injuries and 
things like that.  I mean, this must be an amazing thing right now? 
 
JIM HERMAN:  It sure is.  A lot of self talk, what's next for Jim Herman, the professional 
golfer.  Am I going to be playing in past champions status checking with headquarters and 
knowing that I had an exemption on the Korn Ferry Tour coming up if I needed that. 
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So it was going to be back to Korn Ferry and see if I can make it back to the Tour.  But yeah, 
just pretty excited to be sitting here now. 
 
Q.  Can you just talk about the mindset after 14 and the way you were able to 
regroup?  
 
JIM HERMAN:  Yeah.  Kelly hit a great shot on 14.  Just didn't want to do anything crazy 
and run it by and give him a two-shot lead or anything.  I knew he was going to go up one 
possibly with that birdie putt and he did.  Just got to hit the next fairway.  Par 5, you've got to 
hit the fairway.  
 
I was really looking forward to that approach.  I don't know how it looked on TV, but I really 
struck a 4-iron really well there.  Had a good look at eagle and Kelly made a great birdie to 
match it.  And 16 was where I thought I was going to get the lead back and I only got partial 
lead.  So just didn't hit a great putt.  Just lacked speed and it just fell off on 16, but I was able 
to make par and Kelly made the bogey.   
 
And 17, it was very frustrating.  I'm sure Kelly's frustrated with his shot in there, but I tugged 
a gap wedge and I thought I was going to be in worse shape than I was, but with the rain I'm 
sure it softened things up a little bit.  I was able to get that up and down and take the lead.  
And then obviously with one hole and a one-shot lead, I've been in that scenario before, just 
had to hit a good drive.  You have to step up and give yourself a look at birdie just in case 
Kelly was going to have a look as well. 
 
Really proud of how I can step up on that 18th tee when everything's on the line and hit the 
fairway and hit the green and get out of there. 
 
Q.  Take us through those final moments.  What was going through your mind as you 
made that final putt to win?    
 
JIM HERMAN:  I sure wanted a short one.  Once Kelly was not making birdie, I didn't want 
anything more than a foot.  No matter how well I've been putting this week, I didn't want to 
leave anything there.  So just lag it up there, and it was a bit of an exhale once I had the 
eight inches or nine inches.  It started showing, I was getting pretty ecstatic about winning 
this tournament.  Back in the winner's circle and two-time winner now, it's pretty sweet. 
 
Q.  Do you expect to hear from President Trump?    
 
JIM HERMAN:  Yes, I'm sure I'll be receiving some kind of message.  That was very 
unexpected to hear from him directly on Friday night.  I got a phone call from him and 
wishing me on for the weekend and congratulating me on my first two rounds.   
 
Yeah, I mean, it's pretty amazing I've had this relationship with him.  I'm very fortunate I get 
to play a little golf with him in the summer and the wintertime. 
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Yeah, he inspires me, I guess.  I've played golf with him right before Houston and I played 
golf with him two weeks ago before this event.  Maybe have to hook up again here before 
the Playoffs. 
 
Q.  You talked about self talk.  What were the down -- I am sure that that (inaudible,) 
and then also, how do you explain this turnaround this week? 
 
JIM HERMAN:  I really can't explain the turnaround.  It's not just the putter, you know, but as 
much as I can just say that, but it is positive thinking.  I've been right around cuts the last 
year playing some good golf.  It's not like I'm shooting 80 or anything, but I'm right around 
the cut line.   
 
I just knew it was going to be a low week.  The scores were going to be low, and playing in 
the afternoon on Thursday, there were low scores out there and I had put out a goal to get 
the lead and not be around the cut.  I was able to get there by the weekend, or through 36 
holes, and then had to readjust.   
 
I had a 15-under-par goal for 36 holes and then it was just, all right, keep it going, keep it 
going.  So I was trying to get to 25 at some point.  I didn't think I was going to get that close 
to 25 through three rounds.  And then my goal was to get to 30 and I didn't get there but it 
was good enough. 
 
Q.  Have you played much golf in Kentucky growing up?    
 
JIM HERMAN:  At the University of Cincinnati we came down to several clubs in northern 
Kentucky.  The Tradition I think is right by the airport, I think we played Crest Hills maybe.  Is 
that in Covington?  But yeah, it's nice. 
 
Q.  In Kentucky? 
 
JIM HERMAN:  I've never really had a problem with Kentucky, but they beat us in basketball 
a bunch.  No, it's great to win here so close to home.  Winning in Houston, didn't have many 
people around.  You know, I got surprised by my brother came down yesterday; he got off 
work and he stayed down.  I got uncles and aunts and cousins and they were out there 
supporting me and cheering me on.   
 
And then at the rain delay today I see my agent showed up, so he was probably feeling 
pretty good about what was going on.  And then Mike -- Mike, I didn't expect you to be here.   
 
And then I'm sitting there with the rain delay and my wife shows up.  We spend most of the 
summer with her mom and dad in Philadelphia and they drove over this morning.  They left 
at, I don't know, 4:00 this morning, so they were confident on what I was doing and that was 
great obviously having my wife and two kids, Abigail and Andrew, and Caroline, my wife, 
being there.  I was in total shock during that delay.  Didn't want to waste the opportunity for 
them.   
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You know, we've talked about it.  They watch golf and they see their friends from the PGA 
TOUR daycare run out and congratulate their father on the green on 18 and they always tell 
me they would love to do it, so that was pretty amazing.  I didn't expect her to get here with 
the kids, but I'm so glad she did.   
 
Too bad my mom, she's dealing with some health issues, she wasn't able to get down here, 
but I think I'm going to head to Cincinnati tonight and we'll do a little celebrating up there, 
see my mom who couldn't make it, but she was cheering me on.    
 
Q.  You mentioned the weather delay, two, two and a half hours.  How were you able 
to maintain the state of mind? 
 
JIM HERMAN:  Yeah, it was a challenge.  You know, I didn't feel -- I felt like I was playing 
pretty well.  Wasn't making many putts before the rain delay, but I didn't come out firing on 
all cylinders, I know that, after the delay.  Usually don't.   
 
But had a really good par save on the first hole on No. 7 out of the break.  Ran the putt by 
and then made about a 10-, 12-footer for par.  That could have been kind of a disaster 
coming out and making a three-putt right away and was able to save that.  Then I 
three-putted later on No. 9.  Just didn't really grasp the speed of the greens.  I had a pretty 
good feel of them before.  But yeah, you get all that moisture in there and just don't seem to 
have the same confidence that I had before. 
 
Q.  Is this week kind of a, as you go through the grind week after week, tournament 
after tumor, is this kind of an example of you never really know what to expect?   
 
JIM HERMAN:  In golf, you do not know what to expect.  So anytime you're playing, 
especially at this level, you know, having won I always know I can do it again.  Just glad I 
had the opportunity.  And past champion status, I'm glad we have that and I hope the Tour 
doesn't cut the number too much.  It's nice for the guys like myself who had that little extra 
opportunity in some events.  So hopefully we can keep that number near where it was. 
 
Yeah, you know, you never know what -- what everyone's thinking when you're in your 40s 
and the game's not always there.  Sometimes I think, well, I've got two kids and a wife at 
home and pretty good -- had some really good success.  Maybe it's going to be my time to 
be done.  But I guess we can delay that for a while.  I know my family's looking forward to 
going back to Hawaii more than anything. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Anything else?  Congratulations once again to our 2019 champion, Jim 
Herman. 
 
JIM HERMAN:  Thank you, everybody. 
 


