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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 18, 2019 
 
BILL HAAS  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Bill Haas here with a fantastic round, one bogey, 65.  Now, it's good news, bad 
news.  The bad news is you're kind of in the same situation you were in last year at 
this time.  The good news is you're starting to play some good golf.  What really 
turned on at John Deere that carried over this week?  
 
BILL HAAS:  Yeah, I don't know.  I think I ball struck it better at John Deere than I have in a 
long time.  I don't know if there's one swing thought that's doing that.  It's just trying to have 
good tempo.  I still feel it out there, I get a little quick sometimes, but overall just trying to be 
a little more patient and take what the course gives you.  These last two courses are courses 
that if you play well, you're going to have to shoot some good scores. 
 
Q.  Six wins on Tour in your career.  How much is that experience going to help you 
stay patient when you're playing well and not pushing the gas? 
 
BILL HAAS:  I don't know.  You've got to look back, it helps to look back and go, "Listen, 
I've done this before, you can do it."  So at least there's not that negative side of "I'll never 
be able to win out here."  I do feel like I can do it, it's just lately I've struggled.  Sometimes 
the swing gets a little loose on me and I pay the price.  But just, you know, stay patient, hit 
the best shot I can hit each time and then hope for the best.  Or quit hoping for the best, 
actually just try to make it happen.  It seems like the best players, they don't do any hoping 
or wishing, they go make it happen.  
 
Q.  Good number today.  I mean, how was it out there for you? 
 
BILL HAAS:  It was good.  I mean, it's a warm day.  Really just trying to stay hydrated.  The 
course was, it was out there for the taking.  You know, ball in hand if you're in the fairway.  
The greens got a little receptive overnight, and with the humidity, you're seeing lots of good 
scores.  And me playing late, you saw already 10 under on the board so right out of the gate 
you know you've got to make some birdies. 
 
Q.  How does that help you when you're the second half kind of teeing off and you've 
seen kind of what's happened in the morning? 
 
BILL HAAS:  I don't know.  It can hurt or help, I guess, but either way tomorrow, we get the 
morning.  Greens will be a little smoother, temperatures will be a little cooler.  So both sides, 
you get it both ways.  Certainly when you see 10 under, 9 under, 8 under on the board, you 
know that bogeys and pars aren't going to cut it.  It may be pushing that aggressive mindset. 
 
Q.  But you know that it's there? 
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BILL HAAS:  It is there.  I mean, you see guys do it.  You've just got to stay patient.  When 
you're making pars or missing a few short putts, you've got to say, "Hey, I'm going to get my 
chances," and just try to take advantage when you have that chance. 
 
Q.  So what's been clicking the last couple weeks? 
 
BILL HAAS:  I don't really know, to be honest.  Like I still didn't feel that great today with the 
driver, and to me you've got to drive it well here.  I'm really just trying to have a swing 
thought and stick to it, not try to make dumb mistakes.  I still do.  Twelfth hole, the bogey I 
did make today, I overcooked an 8-iron in a place you just can't hit it.  Maybe wasn't the hole 
I needed to try to be aggressive, just play out of the right.  All that stuff's easier said than 
done after the fact.  I made a few key saves up and down early that if I don't get those, then I 
shoot 3 or 4 under and then I'm in the middle of the pack again.  So you certainly have to 
save some shots even when it is playing easy like this. 
 
Q.  So how much did you take away from last week? 
 
BILL HAAS:  Yeah, I'm trying to take the good.  To be in the mix on Sunday felt really good.  
I felt the good nerves and the good anxieties of trying to make something happen.  
Unfortunately, the negatives to last week was I was two or three shots from a really good 
week.  I haven't had a really good week in a long time.  It did feel that way last week for a 
while and I put myself in the position just after one day.  There's a lot of golf left, but just try 
to do it again.  Whatever I did last Sunday, try to do something a little better this Sunday if 
I'm in a similar position. 
 
Q.  So what's your schedule?  Are you playing Barracuda and Wyndham?  
 
BILL HAAS:  I think so, yeah.  I feel like I owe it to my job to go play.  There's a piece of me 
that says I want to take Barracuda off and be fresh for Wyndham, but there's only two 
tournaments left available to have points to make the Playoffs and that's my goal.  I just feel 
like I owe it to myself to go do it.  I've been on the road a lot and the family's missing me.  
They're on the road these last two weeks just because I haven't been home much.  That 
stuff's tough, but good play takes care of all that, then I can take weeks off. 
 


